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C
onstruction on Litchfield’s main 

street continued last week, with 

work crews working on the storm 

sewer between Third and Fourth 

streets.

Work on the storm sewer will continue to 

move south on North Sibley Avenue from Third 

and Fourth, and a second work crew was to 

begin installing sanitary sewer a block behind 

the storm sewer work.

Installation of the water main is scheduled 

to begin this week.

Downtown businesses remain open, with 

access through both front and back doors in 

many cases, though the stay-home orders in 

regard to the COVID-19 pandemic have affected 

what businesses can be open.

With downtown Litchfield an active work 

zone, automobile traffic is encouraged to use 

the detour, which routes traffic entering from 

the north on U.S. Highway 12 east on Minnesota 

Highway 24 then south on County Road 34 back 

to Highway 12.

MnDOT will be flying drones in the con-

struction zone to take photos and videos of the 

work being done, according to a news release 

from the department.

BY JEREMY JONES

jones@hutchinsonleader.com

Local lawmakers aren’t enthusiastic about 

a push by Secretary of State Steve Simon to 

expand mail voting in Minnesota in response 

to COVID-19.

Simon appeared before the Minnesota House 

Subcommittee on Elections during a recent digi-

tal meeting to support a bill that would permit 

him to send each registered voter a ballot in the 

mail. The proposal would be limited to peacetime 

emergencies in response to infectious disease 

outbreaks. The number of poll-

ing places could be reduced 

while elections administra-

tors would be given more time 

to process ballots under the 

proposal. He also proposed 

giving his office the power 

to change polling locations, 

citing the need to move them 

from vulnerable locations 

such as senior care facilities. 

Candidates would also be able 

to file by mail, fax or email.

A witness signature is required for mail-in 

voting.

“The administration of elections has become 

a public health issue,” Simon said. “Minneso-

tans should not have to choose between their 

health and their right to vote. After talking 

with elections professionals 

from all levels of government 

throughout the state, the goal 

became very clear to me: We 

need to minimize exposure at 

polling places and maximize 

voting by mail.”

Rep. Dean Urdahl, R-Acton 

Township, acknowledged that 

Minnesota presently has mail-

in ballots, but questioned if 

it was wise to have everyone 

do so.

“I think we need to approach this with some 

caution,” he said. “It’s worked well when it’s 

spread out the way it is.”

Urdahl said it was fortunate that the current 

Litchfield’s annual summer celebration 

became a victim of the coronavirus pandemic 

Sunday night as the Watercade Board of Direc-

tors announced via its Facebook page that the 

2020 festival would be canceled.

“Yes, it is true,” the post began. “Watercade 

is being canceled for 2020.”

The post went on to say that an official video 

post would be made Monday.

“Please, when that video is posted, take a mo-

ment to watch it ... so you can understand that it 

was not an easy decision, nor one that was made 

lightly,” Sunday’s post added.

Watercade 2020 was scheduled to run July 

9-12 this year, and board members had held out 

hope that the pandemic threat might be at least 

reduced enough to allow the celebration to go 

on. But health concerns, as well as business 

concerns, became too much to overcome.

In an email to Art in the Park vendors, Water-

cade Board Chairwoman Heather Winkelman 

said that, “Many factors played into this deci-

sion such as the Covid-19 virus, financial bur-

dens on many local businesses who normally 

are very generous in helping make Watercade 

a reality every year, a current ban on ‘sales on 

public property” in Litchfield which, as of right 

now, is the case all the way through August, and 

other factors that are out of our control.”

Watercade would have been marking its 64th 

community celebration this summer.

- Brent Schacherer

MAIN STREET
CONSTRUCTION CONTINUES
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An excavator scoops the remains of main street sewer lines and loads them into a waiting dump truck near the intersection of 

North Sibley Avenue and Commercial Street during work in Litchfield’s downtown last week.

Storm sewer pipe sits ready for installation on North Sibley Avenue.

Watercade 
canceled
Health, business obstacles 
force board’s decision
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Princess Ellery Jones and Miss Litchfield 

Cecilia Toenjes road on the Watercade 

float during a parade last summer.

Legislators grapple with election safety
Local lawmakers oppose 
mail-in voting proposal 
during pandemic

Steve 
Simon
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Litchfield School Board members took a first 

look at plans for parking lot and building im-

provements at Lake Ripley Elementary School 

during their meeting April 13.

For some, the plans — and process — for the 

improvements that will come as a result of district 

voters’ approval of a $33 million bond this past 

November, fell short of expectations.

The plans unveiled by ICS consultants and 

Wold Architects and Engineers came as a result 

of meetings with a “user group” that includes 

district administrators, staff, Lyle Hicks of Hicks 

Bus Line and members of the public.

Voting to 2 

Board members 
question Ripley 
parking lot plans
Criticism as bus 
circulation diverges 
from original proposal

Board to 3 


