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bats to start season / A6
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Efforts to stem the spread of aquatic inva-

sive species to Lake Minnie Belle in Greenleaf 

Township have some local anglers concerned 

about losing public access to the lake. The 

group that is spearheading the effort, however, 

says it’s only goal is to keep the lake free of AIS 

such as zebra mussels and starry stonewort.

“Our goal is water quality,” said Steve 

Hatlestad, a member of the Lake Minnie Belle 

Improvement Association. “We’re doing every-

thing we can to try to protect that. We’re not 

trying to privatize the lake, we’re not trying 

to restrict access or anything else.”

As part of its goal, the lake association has 

tried to work with other groups such as the 

Greenleaf Township Board and Beckville Lu-

theran Church Board to regulate boating and 

fishing on properties owned by those groups. 

The purpose is to force boaters and anglers to 

the DNR boat launch on the northeast side of 

the lake, where the association is working with 

Meeker County to have a trained inspector 

posted seven days a week.

“All we’re trying to do is funnel everyone 

through one landing and have the inspection 

‘Our goal is water quality’
Group spearheads effort 
to maintain Lake Minnie 
Belle’s water quality
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The west boat landing on Lake Minnie Belle will be closed to public access following a vote from the Greenleaf Township Board. 

The closure is part of efforts from the Lake Minnie Belle Improvement Association to prevent the spread of aquatic invasive species 

to the lake.
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As a result of MnDOT overlooking costs 

for dewatering associated with storm sewer 

improvements on parts of Highway 12 and bid 

estimates coming in higher than estimated, 

the city of Litchfield’s portion of the cost for 

the project increased by $726,000.

Despite the higher-than-expected bid 

amount and additional cost the city will take 

on, council members voted in favor of the 

amended resolution to take on the additional 

storm sewer replacement costs and to state 

their intent to go through with the project. 

MnDOT’s original cost agreement did not 

include the city paying for a portion of dewater-

ing costs and amended its agreement with the 

city for the construction project.

However, in almost a stroke of luck and 

due to the city filing for grant funds, MnDOT 

found $590,000 in unspent Local Road Improve-

ment Program funds, said Chuck DeWolf, city 

engineer.

MnDOT received a total of four bids for the 

reconstruction project however, did not release 

the other bid amounts to the city and will not 

until the project is awarded, DeWolf said.

“MnDOT said we will receive the final 

award letter on this later this week,” DeWolf 

said.

The grant fund will reimburse the city. 

The project was originally estimated at $9.1 

million, but the lowest bid for the project was 

just shy of $11 million, DeWolf said.

“We’ve got to pay for this up front before we 

do the project,” he said. “The city’s total cost 

is $4,467,866.03 to MnDOT, which includes the 

Bids for MnDOT 
road projects 
come in at nearly 
$2M over estimate

City receives $590K state aid 
to cover additional obilgations
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The USDA announced Friday that the Farm 

Bill, signed into law December 2018, will begin 

rolling out provisions as quickly as possible.

“We know the programs that are renewed 

and updated in this Farm Bill are critical to 

farmers, ranchers and producers as they plan 

for the future,” said U.S. Agriculture Secre-

tary Sonny Purdue in a recent press release.

The USDA’s mission areas have all held sev-

eral public listening sessions, both formally 

and informally, to receive stakeholder input, 

Purdue stated.

“Our goal is to have programs that function 

best for the people that we serve,” Purdue said. 

“We have made progress in new Farm Bill 

provisions, and look to implement programs 

that are customer-service focused and eco-

nomically efficient. We still have a lot of work 

ahead of us, but we are diligently working on 

behalf of all of USDA’s customers.”

Sen. Tina Smith and Rep. Collin Peterson 

visited Litchfield April 5 to discuss options for 

dairy farmers who may be struggling due to 

slumping commodity prices and several years 

of slow economic development.

USDA releases Farm Bill 
updates, loan limit increases
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At the meeting with local dairy farmers April 5, Sen. Tina Smith and Rep. Collin 

Peterson speak to bankers about the need for the FSA to release information regarding 

the Farm Bill provisions’ implementation. This week, both the USDA and FSA released 

information regarding the status of these provisions.
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Marc Vaillancourt, Meeker Memorial Hosptial 

Foundation director and vice president for devel-

opment and operations, loves to cycle. When he 

tells anyone he’s going out riding, they think he’s 

talking about motorcycles, but really, he’s taking 

the countryside by bike, one mile at a time.

In the past year from mid-April through Octo-

ber, Vaillancourt has ridden more than 2,500 miles 

of Meeker County’s countryside. As an avid cyclist 

who wanted to bring more riders to the annual 

Watercade Bike Ride, Vailancourt approached 

the Watercade Committee.

“I asked if I could take over the event, and they 

turned it over to me and the hospital foundation,” 

he said. “They told me, ‘It’s all yours.’”

This year’s annual Watercade Bike Ride re-

ceived an upgrade and a name change to the Tour 

de Meeker, a play on famed cycling events such as 

the Tour de France, Vaillancourt said.

“We are going to hold it on the same day as the 

(Watercade Bike Ride) usually is,” he said. “Water-

cade had two lengths cyclist could chose from, but 

we will have five — the five-mile, family-friendly 

cycling route, 15-mile, 25-miles, 50 miles and a 

metric century, which is 62 miles.”

The event will take place July 13, beginning at 

the Meeker Memorial Hospital west parking lot. 

There will also be no group start, so participants 

can begin the route anytime between 7-9 a.m. 

Metric Century riders must depart before 8 a.m. 

The only group start event will be 9 a.m. for the 

family-friendly, 5-mile route around Lake Ripley 

to accommodate for other Watercade activities.

Each route takes cyclist through parts of 

Meeker County to explore its vast and beautiful 

Inaugural Tour de Meeker cycling event comes this summer
Meeker Memorial revamps 
annual Watercade Bike Ride

Lake to A2 

Farm Bill to A2 

Tour to A3 

Road to A2 


