
COVID CASE
RATE RISING
County cases far outpace last
year’s new case numbers / A3

TIGERS SURGE
TO VICTORY

Hutchinson rallies to
take down Willmar / A7

$1.50 ON NEWSSTANDS
PUBLISHED SINCE 1880

TO REACH US

PHONE: 320-753-3635 FAX: 320-753-3636

DELIVERY AND SUBSCRIPTIONS: 320-753-3657

Honored for General Excellence by the 

National Newspaper Association in 2003, 

2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2011, 

2012, 2013, 2014, 2016 and 2018

We break news at hutchinsonleader.com,

facebook.com/hutchleader

and twitter.com/hutchleader.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2021

BY JEREMY JONES

jones@hutchinsonleader.com

W
hen the COVID-19 pandemic 

was at its worst this past year, 

The Clay Coyote and Pottery 

of Hutchinson did what it does 

best — it got creative.

“I was sitting by myself on a Zoom call for hours, 

talking to customers who would call in and ask 

how to use pottery,” said owner Morgan Baum.

Once a week, with employees sent home and 

the storefront closed, she would go in and send 

out all pots that were ordered.

“That got us through the first shut down,” 

she said. “The second shut down we were really 

fortunate retail wasn’t closed.”

But with customers still nervous about visit-

ing brick and mortar shops, the business, like 

many in Hutchinson and around the country, 

took a fresh approach.

“They had gotten accustomed to being able 

to order online, do curbside pickup. We started 

doing free local delivery where I was just drop-

ping off pots at people’s houses,” Baum said.

While Clay Coyote’s story is a local one, it 

didn’t stay that way. Along with nine other busi-

nesses from across the U.S., it was highlighted 

nationally as part of the Small Business Ad-

ministration’s National Small Business Week 

Virtual Summit. The Sept. 13-15 event focused 

on the resilience of America’s entrepreneurs 

and the small business economy as it has built 

back up amidst a once-in-a-lifetime pandemic.

According to the SBA, more than half of 

Americans either own or work for a small busi-

ness, making the tribulations of the pandemic 

local and widespread. When The Clay Coyote 

had to send home its eight employees, it was a 

hardship shared by many.

“In the last 18 months, there were a lot of 

moments I thought we weren’t going to make it 

in all honesty,” Baum said. “I don’t know any 

small business, unless you were a front line, 
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The motto #muchinhutch is truer now than 

ever. If you’re looking for a reason to visit 

Hutchinson this weekend, here are six:

 ■ Hutchinson Arts & Crafts Festival

 ■ Taste of  Hutchinson

 ■ Friends of  the Library Outdoor Used Book 

Sale

 ■ Peak of  the Harvest Farmers Market

 ■ Crow River Habitat for Humanity Barn 

Sale

 ■ Harmony River Fall Festival

Last year was going to be a different year 

for the Arts & Crafts Festival due to the Main 

Street/State Highway 15 construction project. 

Plans called for moving the popular September 

event to the McLeod County Fairgrounds. That, 

of course, didn’t happen due to the COVID-19 

pandemic that shut everything down.

With Main Street open for business, the Arts 

& Crafts Festival is returning to its traditional 

home in Library Square. Parking and admis-

sion are free. This year more than 100 vendors 

will fill the park.

Mary Hodson, president of the Hutchinson 

Area Chamber of Commerce and Tourism, said 

COVID-19 has had a mixed effect on the festival.

In the past, crafters came from as far afield 

as Arizona, Montana, Tennessee, Florida and 

New York. People are not traveling this far 

now. Some have turned to the online site Etsy 

to sell their work rather than doing in-person 

shows. A number of vendors who have shown in 

Hutchinson for more than 20 years have retired 

or gotten regular jobs. Others are not attending 

due to significant health issues.

That said, these changes create opportuni-

ties, too.
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The city of Hutchinson is looking at pos-

sible changes to its sanitary sewer and water 

rates in an effort to make them more equitable 

and to meet Department of Natural Resources 

requirements.

Along with other possible changes is another: 

users will pay for how much they used from the 

past month instead of paying an average of their 

usage from January and February throughout 

the year.

Proposed for sanitary sewer rates is a change 

from the flat base monthly rate of $6.41 for all 

meter sizes to a monthly rate based on size.

“At your home today, you pay the same base 

charge as 3M pays on a meter,” said City Engi-

neer Kent Exner.

On the low end is the average 3/4-inch resi-

dential meter, which will have a base rate of $10. 

A one-inch meter will have a base rate of $25.

“Your larger industrial/commercial type 

users, if they have a 4-inch meter ... they will 

be charged $250 a month.” Exner said. “That’s 

truly accounting for the capacity that’s avail-

able to those users. It might drive specific users, 

commercial/industrial, to downsize their read-

ers. We understand that. But this is the fairest 

way to go about this, where your lower-end users 

are paying their share, yes, at $10. But on the 

other end your higher-end users with a 4-inch, 

6-inch meter, that have the ability to take on that 

much water … they should be paying their fair 

share on the top end.”

Multi-family units will pay $6.50 per unit.

All users will continue to pay $6.42 per 1,000 

gallons, but with an addendum. If, for instance, 

a user has 6,000 gallons metered, they would 

pay roughly $38. But if 3,000 of that is irrigated, 

and an irrigation meter is installed to show 

that, 3,000 gallons would be cut off the charge 

with a credit.

“So instead of paying roughly $38, you’ll be 

paying $10 (for a 3/4-inch meter) plus $19, and 

that will get reduced off your waste water bill,” 

Pottery’s resilience goes national
Clay Coyote earned 
national recognition 
from Small Business 
Administration
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Morgan Baum, second generation owner of The Clay Coyote in downtown Hutchinson, 

works with a Small Business Administration video team. Her business was one of 

10 around the country recognized during the National Small Business Week Virtual 

Summit.
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Dozens of local veterans and fi rst responders held a large, outstretched U.S. 

fl ag at midfi eld as pilots in T-6 Thunders fl ew overhead Friday at S.R. Knutson 

Field. It was part of a pre-game ceremony ahead of the Hutchinson High School 

football game in remembrance of the 20th anniversary of 9/11.

HONORING THE FALLEN Kick off fall with 
crafts, food and fun
Head to Hutchinson 
this weekend for arts 
and crafts, furniture, 
used books, music, 
food and more
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Thousands of shoppers browsed and 

purchased items ranging from clothing 

and pottery to home furnishings and 

paintings during the 2019 Arts & Crafts 

Festival. After a year off in 2020 due to 

COVID-19, the festival returns to Library 

Square this weekend for its 47th year.

City evaluating changes to water, sewer rates
If approved, changes may 
go into effect next year

Pottery to A8 ➤

Festival to A2 ➤

Rates to A2 ➤


