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With the days of summer approaching and 

many things canceled due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, some may wonder when, if ever, the 

Hutchinson Aquatic Center plans to open.

The answer, according to Dolf Moon, the 

city’s director of Parks, Recreation and Com-

munity Education, is not as crystal clear as the 

pool’s water.

“The biggest piece is, what is the governor’s 

executive order migrating to,” Moon said. 

“That sets in a series of planning that we need 

to look into.” 

As Gov. Tim Walz continues to adjust his 

executive orders, that will be the leading de-

termination of when the pool can open, along 

with many other PRCE summer offerings such 

as softball and baseball leagues. He recently 

announced the end of his stay-at-home order 

this past weekend, and gather-

ings of 10 or fewer people are 

once again allowed, but that’s 

a far cry from what is needed 

to open the pool or begin other 

activities.

But even if Walz ended all 

restrictions June 1, the pool 

still couldn’t open the next day.

“You just don’t fill up a sev-

eral hundred thousand gallon 

pool in a day,” he said. “It’s 

about a 10-day process. You’re 

using water out of a fire hydrant that’s coming 

in at 50 degrees, and the bathers like it at 70 

degrees or higher. So you have to start filtering 

your water and bringing the temp up, and that’s 

about a two-week process.”

So the earliest the aquatic center would 

open at this point is June 15, but filling the 

pools isn’t the only issue. There’s also the 

Will the Aquatic Center open this summer?
PRCE staff are planning 
contingencies for the 
aquatic center and all 
summer activities during 
the pandemic
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Will there be an aquatic center season in Hutchinson this summer? A lot depends on 

Gov. Tim Walz’s executive orders.
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The student-led Night of Music Concert 

has been a Hutchinson High School end-of-

year tradition since 2008 when juniors Mike 

Lauer and Eric Radloff launched the event 

as a fundraiser for the music department.

In a change from past events, this year’s 

Night of Music is not a live event. It is being 

broadcast at 6 p.m. Saturday, May 23, on the 

Hutchinson Community Video Network and 

its YouTube channel. 

Each year, a student or a group of students 

step up to organize it. This year’s coordinator 

is senior Cole Meyer. He shares his thoughts 

about the event in this Leader Q&A.

With the COVID-19 pandemic, what 

can people expect this year? How will it 

be different from past years?

This year, Night of Music will be organized 

solely for the intent of lifting the spirits of 

both the viewers and those involved, not 

as a fundraiser. Participants have sent in 

Playing an 
upbeat tune
Hutchinson’s Night of 
Music aims to lift spirits 
digitally via HCVN
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Hutchinson High School senior Cole 

Meyer stepped up to organize this 

year’s Night of Music.
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The Hutchinson School Board temporarily 

laid off 51 positions May 11. The majority — 36 

— were coaches and advisors for spring activi-

ties canceled due to state mandate in response 

to COVID-19.

Overall, the layoffs are expected to save the 

district an estimated $200,000.

“Because of budget constraints and the 

COVID-19 pandemic, the School Board has 

determined that it must temporarily lay off 

employees who hold positions that do not have a 

dedicated funding source,” the resolution states, 

“including, but not limited to, positions that are 

supported by fees.”

Hutchinson Public Schools Superintendent 

Daron VanderHeiden said 

that none of the employees, 

including coaches, would have 

to reapply or be interviewed 

again for their positions. The 

school intends to bring them 

back when it is able to based on 

guidance from the Minnesota 

Department of Education and 

the governor’s office.

“It may not be all at the same 

time,” VanderHeiden said.

Most of the employees that 

were laid off held part-time positions, but some 

— such as two custodians and a media techni-

cian — were full-time positions. About half of 

the 15 non-coach layoffs were employees who 

stepped forward when the district asked if there 

were any volunteers. Not all positions related to 

spring activities were cut. Some activities such 

as FFA and yearbook are ongoing and were not 

subject to a canceled season.

The decision was made unanimously by the 

board, but not before reading two letters oppos-

ing the action at the beginning of the meeting, 

and later discussing them.

Scott Renning, head baseball coach, wrote 

a letter to the board on behalf of spring head 

coaches and activity advisors. In it, he says 

coaches who are laid off are unsure if they can 

communicate with students, and what liability 

that would bring. He also raised concerns about 

the stability of coaching positions in the future, 

as the term “termination” was used in the of-

ficial notice employees received. He said there 

hadn’t been sufficient communication from the 

district office.

“Our student athletes need us now more than 

ever to navigate these life situations,” he wrote. 

“The mental health of our kids during this hor-

rible time could be addressed even more then 

normal by coaches and advisors.”

Hutchinson High School Principal Rob 

Danneker said the district decided not to have 

Pandemic budget restraints lead to school layoffs
Hutchinson High School 
lays off 51 positions, 
including spring coaches 
and advisors

Daron 

VanderHeiden

Pool to 8 ➤

Basketball to 7 ➤

Layoffs to 2 ➤

Music to 9 ➤
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When it comes to Hutchinson’s greatest girls 

basketball player ever, there’s no competition.

Two-time Olympic gold medalist and four-

time WNBA champion Lindsay Whalen’s jersey 

hangs in the Hutchinson High School gymna-

sium named after her for good reason. During 

her four varsity seasons, from 1997 to 2000, 

Whalen racked up 1,996 career points, a school 

record that stands tall to this day.

But it wasn’t just her ability to score that 

made the current Gopher women’s basketball 

coach so great.

“She has all of those intangibles, those un-

measurables you can’t teach them,” said Andy 

Rostberg, Whalen’s former high school coach. 

“Whether it be heart and courage, you can’t 

measure that. Leadership qualities, she has 

all of those. Then you put in work ethic and the 

rest is history.”

While the future WNBA Hall of Famer is 

the first name that comes to mind when people 

think Hutchinson girls basketball, there were 

many great players who came before her, and 

many she has inspired to greatness in the two 

decades since she graduated from HHS. Here’s 

a look back at some of the best players to have 

stepped onto the hardwood in a Tigers jersey.

CHASING A HALL OF FAMER

When Whalen finished her high school 

career with 1,996 points, she was more than 

700 points ahead of any other Tiger in school 

history. Second on the list at the time was her 

former teammate, Kelly Brinkman, who gradu-

ated in 1999 with 1,204 points. Before those two 

the leader was Joy Anderson, who graduated in 

1989 with 1,113 points.

In the past 20 years, however, the Tigers have 

had a number of players chasing Whalen’s re-

cord, although all have fallen short by hundreds 

of points.

The team’s second greatest scorer ever is a 

2017 graduate and current starter at St. Cloud 

State University, Tori Wortz. Like Whalen, 

Wortz was a four-year starter and finished with 

1,544 points.

When current girls basketball head coach 

Tim Ellefson started his first season as the 

head coach, he could see Wortz’s potential as an 

eighth-grader. Although she showed flashes as a 

freshman, it wasn’t until her sophomore season 

that she established herself as a team leader.

“After like the first game, she had 12 points 

or something like that,” Ellefson said. “I told 

her, ‘For us to be the best that we can, I need 

you shooting 13, 14 shots a game.’ She had 

probably shot five or six. She didn’t feel real 

comfortable about that. She went out the next 

game and shot like 10-for-12. … Since then 

she took on that role and was looking for her 

Tigers girls hoops goes beyond Whalen
The Tigers have had 
many great players before 
and after the former 
WNBA star

LEADER ARCHIVES

Former Hutchinson girls basketball 

player Meghan Rettke, right, celebrates 

with teammates after winning a game 

during the 2005 season. Rettke is 

Hutchinson’s all-time rebounds leader 

and the team’s only member of the 1,000-

1,000 club, making her one of the best to 

ever wear a Tigers jersey.


