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TALL TIGERS
HIT IT HARD
Hutchinson’s 6-foot spikers

fuse height, hard work / A6

FIND SOME
SPOOKY FUN

The Hutchinson area has plenty

of fun to find for Halloween / B1
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We break news at hutchinsonleader.com,

facebook.com/hutchleader

and twitter.com/hutchleader.

COUGAR HUNT: Hutchinson volleyball 
hosts Mankato East in its playoff opener at 
7 p.m. at Whalen Gym.

BOTTOMS UP: Walk around beer tasting 
5-7 p.m. at Crow River Golf Club. Admis-
sion is $10 and includes pizza and beer 
samples, B2.

IT’S WAR: Armored Combat Sports 
presents “War in the North” at the Meeker 
County Fairgrounds, B2.

RINGING FOR REFORMATION: Peace Lu-
theran Church, Hutchinson, is celebrating 
Reformation Sunday with a German noon 
meal and Hosanna Handbells Concert, B2.

HALLOWEEN STARTS THIS WEEKEND: 
Jump-start your celebration with activi-
ties, B2.

NEED A READ? Dassel Friends of the 
Library are hosting a book sale 9 a.m.-
1 p.m. at the Dassel Public Library, B2.

READY FOR KICKOFF: The Tigers 
football team hosts its playoff opener at 
3 p.m. at S.R. Knutson Field.

CLAY ON DISPLAY: Last weekend for 
the Gallery at Clay Coyote. Visit during 
the Fall Open House on Saturday and 
Sunday, B2.
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C
andice Woods knows wine. After 27 

years in the municipal liquor store 

business — 10 years in Litchfield 

and the past 17 as manager at Liquor 

Hutch — Woods has spent much of 

her time learning about, purchasing and sell-

ing wine.

As part of her job, Woods enjoys helping 

friends, family and customers learn about 

various wine varietals and regions to help them 

explore and find new favorites.

Cheers to the holidays
If you have questions about 
holiday beverages, Candice 
Woods has answers

Liquor 

Hutch 

manager 

Candice 

Woods will 

be pairing 

wines with 

appetizers, 

entrees 

and 

desserts 

during 

the Home 

for the 

Holidays 

show on 

Nov. 7.
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Hutchinson’s newest manufacturer is burn-

ing for businesses.

After 40 years in Dassel, Firelake Manufac-

turing moved its operation to a cozier fit at 25 

Michigan St. S.E., Hutchinson. The change was 

part of the company’s recent downsizing.

“Essential ly what hap -

pened is we sold the build-

ing,” company president Kent 

Wischmann said. “We had 

moved a few products to other 

locations out of state and sold 

off some product lines and 

equipment, so we just did not 

need that large of a building. 

So we scaled down and this 

was a good option.”

With a smaller and more 

streamlined facility, Wis-

chmann says the company wants to concentrate 

on growing its incinerator products.

“We really want to focus on this product 

line, incineration, cremation equipment 

and looking to expand,” Wischmann said. 

“There’s a lot of market segments we can tap 

into, so right now we’re looking primarily at 

this industry and this product.”

It’s also continuing operations globally. 

Firelake Manufacturing has products operat-

ing in at least 90 different countries. Recently 

the company sent a technician to the islands of 

Micronesia off of Guam and Japan to install an 

incinerator at a hospital.

“That’s literally halfway across the world,” 

Wischmann said.

When it first opened for business, Firelake 

Manufacturing was known as Storm Industries. 

It developed poultry egg collection equipment 

Firelake Manufacturing 
moves to Hutchinson
New business builds 
incinerators for ag, medical 
companies and more
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David Wilk takes out a casting form from 

a stack section that will be placed on one 

of Firelake Manufacturing’s incinerators. 

Firelake moved to Hutchinson recently 

after 40 years in Dassel.

Kent 
Wischmann
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Every student in American public schools is 

taught writing, science and math. But students 

at Park Elementary are learning there are many 

more skills to life, skills that even help them 

tackle their other lessons.

“The Second Step Program helps students 

with social and academic success,” said school 

counselor Jill Bridge. “We directly teach stu-

dents skills that strengthen their ability to 

learn, have empathy and solve problems.”

She and counselor Valerie Huepenbecker 

teach weekly classroom lessons, with topics 

such as skills for learning, empathy, emotion 

management and problem-solving.

“More and more, kids are coming to school 

with real needs in coping with their emotions,” 

said principal Dan Olberg. “This program helps 

kids as they are dealing with some of the feel-

ings they have.”

Skills for learning include focusing attention, 

listening, using self-talk to stay on task, and 

learning how and when to be assertive. At a 

recent School Board meeting, students spoke of 

how learning to be assertive taught them how to 

stand up to bullies or students who were unkind 

and detrimental to a group project.

Students learn empathy through lessons about 

Second Step teaches skills for life
Park students learn problem-solving and conflict resolution
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Valerie Huepenbecker teaches a lesson 

on empathy to third-graders at Park 

Elementary. The lesson is one of many 

that offers students advice meant to help 

them in social interactions for life.
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Hutchinson High School students have 

continued a positive trend.

Class of 2019 students participating in the 

ACT exam achieved a school-average compos-

ite score of 21.9. Tests are scored on a range 

from 1-36. The national average for the class 

of 2018 was 20.7.

This schoolwide average of 21.9 is 0.5 points 

higher than the statewide Class of 2019 average 

of 21.4 and also improves upon the HHS five-

year average of 21.88.

“This result is exciting, but also in line 

with the extensive work that HHS teachers 

have done to develop rigorous courses across 

curriculum areas,” stated Rob Danneker, 

Hutchinson High School principal. “We feel 

that our college and career readiness program-

ming via our TigerPath Academies model is 

second to none and exemplifies what the state 

of Minnesota was looking for in implementing 

the World’s Best Workforce legislation in 2013.”

The ACT consists of curriculum-based 

examination of educational development in 

English, mathematics, reading and science 

designed to measure the skills needed for 

success in first-year college coursework. ACT 

Research has shown that it is the rigor of 

coursework — rather than simply the number 

of core courses — that has the greatest impact 

on ACT performance and college readiness.

Hutchinson 
ACT scores 
on the rise

Woods to A4 ➤

Second Step to A8 ➤

Firelake to A8 ➤


