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It might be more than 150 years later, but Bob 

Hermann believes that at least a little bit of the 

pioneer spirit that built the original Forest City 

stockade exists today.

Early Meeker County settlers built the origi-

nal stockade as safe harbor against impending 

attack in the early days of the U.S.-Dakota War 

of 1862.

No such threat exists today, of course, but 

the can-do attitude of the dedicated group of 

volunteers who run the Forest City Stockade 

is just as evident these days.

“It’s very impressive how all this turned 

out,” Bob Hermann said last week as he showed 

a visitor the finally completed walkway that 

encircles the stockade interior walls. “We can 

handle hundreds of people on the walkway. Ev-

erything is completed, rebuilt. We’re so proud 

of this project.”

The walkway project and other Forest City 

Stockade attractions will be on display again 

during the 36th Annual Rendezvous Saturday 

and Sunday.

The walkway, which had fallen into disre-

A weekend of history
Pioneering spirit on 
display at Stockade
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Reconstruction of the walkway that encircles the interior walls of the Forest City Stockade began in 2015 and the finishing 

touches were just completed in time for this year’s Rendezvous, longtime Stockade Committee volunteer Bob Hermann said.
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Litchfield residents gathered for National 

Night Out on Aug. 6 in three locations.

National Night Out seeks to bring the com-

munity together, so that people familiarize 

themselves with their neighbors through an 

evening of food, fellowship and fun. The event 

also strives to make communities safer and 

more caring places to live.

Observed across the nation, National Night 

Out promotes police-community partnerships 

and awareness of emergency services. In Li-

tchfield, people gathered at Central Park, Zion 

Lutheran Church and Prairie Park. Grove 

City and Dassel also had National Night Out 

events.

Stephanie Vanderbill of Litchfield and her 

family attend Zion Lutheran Church. She said 

the free supper served as part of National 

Night Out event was nice, meaning she didn’t 

have to cook, and she also enjoyed the music 

and seeing a lot of familiar faces.

A night out with the neighbors
National Night Out events 
aim to foster community
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Katie Frie of Litchfield enjoying the food and drinks offered during the National Night 

Out event outside Zion Lutheran Church, with her daughter Lila, 1, and son Cooper, 3.
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Litchfield School Board, on a 5 -1 vote 

Monday, determined the language for three 

questions for a fall operating and bond ref-

erendum.

The School Board plans to place those three 

questions on the ballot Nov. 5. One question 

will deal with an operating levy to provide 

additional funding for classroom instruction. 

Meanwhile, two questions will focus on bond-

ing, which involves building construction or 

improvements.

Those official questions, followed by tax 

details, are:

1. The board of Independent School District 

No. 465 (Litchfield Public Schools) has proposed 

to increase its general education revenue by $625 

per pupil. The proposed referendum revenue 

authorization would increase each year by the 

rate of inflation and be applicable for ten years 

unless otherwise revoked or reduced as provided 

by law. Shall the increase in the revenue proposed 

by the board of Independent School District No. 

465 be approved?

An increase in the operating levy of $625 

per pupil will increase property taxes by $142 

per year for a home valued at $137,000, the 

average-valued home in the district, accord-

ing to school consultants.

2. Shall the school board of Independent School 

District No. 465 (Litchfield Public Schools) be 

authorized to issue its general obligation school 

building bonds in an amount not to exceed 

$32,995,000 to provide funds for the acquisition 

and betterment of school sites and facilities at 

Lake Ripley Elementary School, Litchfield Middle 

School and Litchfield High School, including 

the construction of improvements to the overall 

traffic flow, the creation of secure entries, the 

repurposing and creation of educational spaces, 

the repurposing and creation of common spaces, 

the completion of various deferred maintenance 

projects and the acquisition of furniture, fixtures 

and equipment?

Funding for building additions and im-

provements of $32.995 million, will increase 

taxes by $128 per year for homes valued at 

$137,000.

3. If both School District Question 1 and School 

District Question 2 are approved, shall the school 

board of Independent School District No. 465 

(Litchfield Public Schools) also be authorized to 

issue its general obligation school building bonds 

in an amount not to exceed $11,430,000 to provide 

funds for the acquisition and betterment of school 

sites and facilities, including the construction and 

equipping of an aquatics facility addition to the 

existing high school facility?

School Board 
approves 
referendum 
questions
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The Forest City Threshers grounds is in the 

midst of a building boom.

Or, perhaps more accurately, a rebuilding 

boom. During the past two years, the orga-

nization’s members have moved a handful of 

buildings to the grounds, located six miles east 

of Litchfield on State Highway 24.

Each of the structures will have new pur-

pose. Eventually.

A piece of the former Litchfield train depot-

turned house — moved to the grounds in March 

— will return to its roots as a depot museum. An 

old Department of Natural Resources building 

from Litchfield, taken down piece-by-piece in 

2018, is being reconstructed on the grounds and 

will serve as storage for a variety of old farm 

equipment. Two buildings from the former 

Ideal Lumber yard in Litchfield will house a va-

riety of displays, from lumber history to grain 

cleaning and handling, to gas engine shops.

“We have had a whole bunch of people tell-

ing us, ‘we’ve got a lot of stuff, and we’ll donate 

it to you, but we want it inside,’ so we’ve been 

moving buildings in when we find them,” said 

Threshers keep 
building on history

Forest City Threshers club president 

Dave Jutz shows off a cream separator, 

part of a new dairy display building that 

will be open for the threshers show this 

weekend.Stockade to A5 

Neighbors to A5 

Threshers to A5  School Board to A5 


