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NEW ERA OF
AUTHORING
Young adult novelist Megan
Peterson visits the library / B1

TIGERS GROUND
APOLLO EAGLES

Hutchinson remained undefeated
following a dominant 76-0 win / A6
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PHONE: 320-753-3635 FAX: 320-753-3636

DELIVERY AND SUBSCRIPTIONS: 320-753-3657

Honored for General Excellence by the National 

Newspaper Association in 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 

2007, 2008, 2009, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2016

We break news at hutchinsonleader.com,

facebook.com/hutchleader

and twitter.com/hutchleader.

MEET THE AUTHOR: Phyllis Cole-Dai is 
talking about her book “Beneath the Same 
Stars” at 2 p.m. at the McLeod County His-
torical Museum and 6 p.m. at the Glencoe 
Public Library, B2.

FALL FUN: The Lamb Shoppe and Well-
ness Center is hosting its Fall Farm Festival 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. with live music by David 
Lee, farm animals, games, bounce houses, 
tours and more, B2.

CRUSHING IT: Crow River Winery is host-
ing its annual Grape Stomp noon-6 p.m. 
with live music by Traveled Ground and 
Trent Shaw, B2.

SOMEWHERE OVER THE RAINBOW: 
Vocalist Maud Hixson is channeling the 
legendary Judy Garland in a one-woman 
show at 7 p.m. at the Dassel-Cokato Per-
forming Arts Center, B2.

ROCKING ON OVER: The Litchfield Opera 
House is rocking with Mike Shaw and the 
Papa Shaw Band 7-9 p.m. Tickets are $10, B2.

DOUBLE THE FUN: Fans get a double hit 
of Bill Litzau and Open Highway with per-
formances Saturday night at Main Street 
Sports Bar and 2 p.m. Sunday at Crow 
River Winery, B2.

TOASTING THE SEASON: Bobbing Bob-
ber Brewing Co. is hosting a two-day 
Oktoberfest Celebration with live music 
Friday and Saturday, B2.

ON THE FLY: No Lines Improv is hosting 
“Fall into Fall” at 8 p.m. at the Hutchinson 
Center for the Arts, B2.

MARKING SEVEN YEARS: Main Street 
Sports Bar in downtown Hutchinson is 
hosting a street dance in honor of its sev-
enth anniversary with live music by Andy 
Austin Friday night and Bill Litzau and 
Open Highway Saturday night, B2.
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O
n a sunny Monday afternoon, Todd 

and Peggy Sudheimer relaxed in 

lawn chairs as they watched their 

13-year-old son, Joel, practice ahead 

of a soccer game.

“He’s over there,” Todd said, pointing to-

ward the northeast portion of the field between 

Hutchinson High School and West Elementary.

At about 4 p.m. he was beginning to wonder if 

he remembered the starting time correctly; The 

other team hadn’t arrived yet but other parents 

had lined up nearby with their chairs. There 

was no obvious indication that Todd’s life, and 

that of his family, would soon look a lot different.

It was announced last week that nearly 700 

soldiers from the Minnesota National Guard’s 

St. Paul-based 34th Expeditionary Combat 

Aviation Brigade would deploy next month. 

Command Sgt. Major Todd Sudheimer and his 

fellow National Guard members had been told 

earlier so they would have time to prepare.

“You never get totally used to it,” he said.

This will be his fourth deployment in his 35 

years of service. From 2007-08 he was in Iraq, 

in 2011-12 he was in Kuwait and in 2014-2015 he 

returned to Kuwait. The 34th ECAB will provide 

support to United States Armed Forces and 

‘You never get totally used to it’
Local National 
Guard prepare for 
deployment this fall
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Todd Sudheimer, left, will join the 34th Expeditionary Combat Aviation Brigade as it 

deploys to the Middle East this fall. It’s the fourth deployment for Todd, his son, Joel, 

and his wife, Peggy.

“You learn as each deployment goes. � e fi rst was hard for us. We 
didn’t know what to expect. He le� , and when he came back, that 
was the hardest part for us — not him leaving, but how do you 
come together as a family again?”

Peggy Sudheimer
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Ringing phones, a semitractor-trailer in the 

driveway and talk of the upcoming Pumpkin 

Festival occupied Don and Sonja Nelson’s 

thoughts on a recent day as they prepare for the 

event’s 30th anniversary.

This year’s Pumpkin Festival opens Satur-

day and runs weekends through Oct. 27, with 

two additional days of fun planned Oct. 17-18 

during MEA break.

The Nelsons’ annual Pumpkin Festival might 

remind some people of the spookiness of Hallow-

een, but the Nelsons have a different idea — it’s 

about having fun, not evoking fear.

The new addition to the festival is tire 

mountain.

“It’s just for kids to get up and climb into the 

top on tires in a circle,” Don said.

Every year they incorporate a corn maze 

with a particular theme, with this year’s theme 

being the 30th anniversary.

Sonja Nelson was raised on a dairy and 

turkey farm, and Don Nelson was brought up 

on a dairy and hog farm. They both studied 

agriculture at the University of Minnesota and 

later moved with their three children to their 

rural Litchfield farm in the late ‘70s.

Love for agriculture and educating kids and 

others is what inspired the Nelsons to start the 

Pumpkin Festival.

“We just found out a need,” Don Nelson said, 

explaining how the festival began. “Everybody 

wanted to come to the farm. Everybody wanted 

to go and see the animals. Everybody wanted 

pumpkins. That’s why we started doing it.”

The festival is dedicated to promoting ag-

ricultural lifestyle and knowledge, especially 

due to fewer people living on farms or knowing 

anything about them, Nelson said.

“I remember someone coming here several 

years ago,” recalled Val Chellin, who’s been 

helping the Nelsons with the festival for roughly 

26 years, “and she was walking with (her) whole, 

entire family behind her, and she (said), ‘This is 

my favorite place in the fall.’ And her face was 

literally beaming.”

Ninety-five percent of people who attend 

come from a 100-mile radius, Don said, with visi-

tors from St. Cloud, Willmar, Hutchinson, the 

Twin Cities, Little Falls and Spicer, and others 

even from Iowa and Wisconsin.

They come to get an up-close look at life 

on the farm — but also to have fun. And the 

Nelsons promise plenty of that, with a daily 

schedule that includes swinging in the 1900 

barn hayloft, an Ag Olympics with prizes, and 

Nelson Farm Pumpkin Festival turns 30
The annual fall bash runs Saturday through Oct. 27
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Don Nelson gets the trebuchet ready to 

launch a pumpkin.
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Every year, students, teachers and parents 

from St. Anastasia Catholic School in Hutchin-

son rally together to support nonpublic educa-

tion. This year will be no different.

Those participating in the Marathon for Non-

public Education Fundraiser for the school will 

gather at the school at 1 p.m. Friday, Oct. 4, and 

start walking at 1:15 p.m after a short program.

“Everyone is invited,” sad Jason Corby, devel-

opment director for the St. Anastasia Catholic 

Community. “We invite parents and family and 

anyone who wants to donate and participate 

with us is welcome.”

The students will walk 3 1/2 miles on a route 

that will take them across the Crow River on 

School Road, along the Luce Line Trail to Main 

Street, back across the river to Second Avenue 

and then to st. Anastasia.

Donations can be made at www.stanastasi-

aschool.net, submitted through a pledge with a 

student or as a business partner.

St. Anastasia will walk for nonpublic education
Every year, 

St. Anastasia 

Catholic School 

students walk 

to support 

nonpublic 

education. 

They’ll do it 

again Oct. 4.
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Deployment to A4 ➤

Pumpkin to A4 ➤


