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BY DAVE ORRICK

dorrick@pioneerpress.com

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz 

will end all statewide coronavi-

rus restrictions by July 1 — or 

sooner if 70% of residents older 

than 16 get vaccinated, his of-

fice announced last week.

Yes, all restrictions: res-

taurant closing hours, church 

capacity, 6-foot distancing, 

and yes, the statewide mask 

mandate.

“We’re here, we’re here, 

we’re here,” Walz said in a statewide address, 

in which he outlined a three-phase plan that 

eased restaurant and bar rules beginning May 

7 and will eliminate nearly all restrictions by 

Memorial Day weekend.

He and Health Commissioner Jan Malcolm 

still cautioned that the pandemic isn’t over, 

Minnesotans are still getting sick and dying, 

and that some individuals — especially unvac-

cinated people — should still avoid crowded 

indoor spaces and continue to wear their masks.

The July 1-or-sooner date will be the final 

phase of the plan that began May 7 with elimi-

nating early closing times for restaurants and 

BY BRENT SCHACHERER

schacherer@hutchinsonleader.com

A downtown farmers market is scheduled to 

open this week after action by the Litchfield City 

Council last week.

The Council approved a new location for the 

farmers market in Central Park, moving it from 

its longtime location on the east side of the park 

on Marshall Avenue to the park’s north side, on 

Fourth Street.

Primary goal of the new location, Council 

member Ron Dingmann said, is safety. Ding-

mann, who operates an insurance agency on 

Marshall Avenue, across the street from the 

park, said he’d witnessed some close calls 

safety-wise when the farmers market was 

operating on Marshall in past years. He hoped 

moving it to Fourth Street, and closing off the 

street between Sibley Avenue and Marshall, 

would allow for enough room and more safety.

The entire block of Fourth Street will not be 

closed, however, as the city’s electric vehicle 

charging station is located on the western end. 

So, market set up will begin just east of the 

station.

Hours of operation for the market also will 

be changed after Council action, with the 

L
itchfield High School juniors and 

seniors enjoyed a “Starlit Fantasy” 

Saturday.

Eighty-eight couples participated 

in 2021 prom grand march in the 

Litchfield High School gym where the lights — 

and attire — sparkled in fitting tribute to the 

prom’s “Starlit Fantasy” theme.

Though attendance was limited due to 

COVID-19 restrictions, the crowd that gath-

ered to see couples parade through the gym 

offered enthusiastic review. For those who 

could not get a ticket, organizers offered a 

livestream of the grand march, with video 

of the couples making stops in front of the 

cameras at three different spots along a path 

that wound from an east entrance to the west 

side of the gym.

After prom was canceled in 2020 due to the 

pandemic, couples and audience alike seemed 

just happy to have the event this year.

Following grand march, couples could enjoy 

horse drawn carriage rides and food from a food 

truck outside the school. They returned later 

in the evening to participate in a variety of 

activities and for an opportunity to win prizes 

donated by local merchants.

SEE MORE COVERAGE, PAGE 2.

BY BRENT SCHACHERER

schacherer@hutchinsonleader.com

Striking a balance between encouragement 

and enforcement with downtown building own-

ers has proven challenging for Litchfield City 

Council members.

But on Monday, the Council agreed to have 

city staff send a letter to all downtown building 

owners telling them they might be eligible for a 

grant to improve their buildings while remind-

ing them to take care of possible code violations 

at their buildings.

The façade grant program provides up to 

$8,000 in matching funding for downtown build-

ing owners over the next three years. Funding 

requests are retroactive to Jan. 1 this year, and 

the program will run through Dec. 31, 2023.

A building improvement program has been 

available in some form since at least 2013. The 

city offered up to $1,000 in matching grant 

dollars for buildings within the Downtown 

Historic Commercial District from 2013 to 2016, 

and an Exterior Building Improvement Grant 

offered up to $5,000 in matching dollars from 

2017 to 2019.

Getting to the current approach of grants with 

code compliance took some time, as Council mem-

bers engaged in a debate that included almost as 

Farmers 

market moves 

to new location

City Council approves 
plan for Fourth Street site, 
with market set to open 
this week

Walz ending all 
COVID restrictions 
by July 1
Restrictions could 
end sooner if 70% 
of Minnesotans get 
vaccinated

Gov. Tim

Walz

City Council wrestles with downtown building issues
Property cleanup, repair 
required before facade 
grant eligibility

Litchfi eld City Council members seek to encourage downtown property improvements 

with a letter to building owners that will remind them of city ordinances and the 

opportunity to apply for up to $8,000 in a facade matching grant.

STARLIT 
FANTASY

PHOTO BY JULIANA THILL

Cassidy Chellin and her escort Jacob Huhn stand center stage in the Litchfi eld High School gym, which was transformed into a 

“Starlit Fantasy” for Saturday’s prom.

STAFF PHOTO BY BRENT SCHACHERER

Lily Osterberg and her date Joel Selseth 

pose at the grand march’s last photo 

station. The prom was live streamed for 

those who could not attend in purpose.

Walz to 7 ➤

Farmers to 7 ➤Buildings to 7 ➤


