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Litchfield High School theater students sang 

“Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious” during a 

recent rehearsal for their production of “Mary 

Poppins.”

(Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious) is 

just a very, very fun song,” director Sara 

Dollerschell said. “If people have seen the 

movie, this is a different version of that. It’s 

the same, and they add onto it. Kids will have 

to spell the word, and it’s very long, and it’s 

a very intricate dancing. And then a number 

of them turn into chimney sweeps later on, 

and they get to pretend that they’re dancing 

up on the rooftops of buildings. And that’s 

a really fun thing to do, so something very 

different.”
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It’s difficult to describe the work done by a 

small group of volunteers each month at All 

Saints Lutheran Church in Darwin.

Incredibly rewarding, and yet, unbeliev-

ably sad.

“It is difficult sometimes,” said LaVonne 

Nelson, one of the earliest volunteers for the 

Angel Dresses ministry at the church. “But I 

think all of us feel so blessed to be part of this 

project. It makes you feel good to do something 

really worthwhile. It’s such a unique thing.”

During the past two or three years — no 

one seems to remember exactly when they 

started — the dedicated group of women has 

sewn more than 2,000 miniature dresses, all 

of them donated to hospitals throughout Min-

nesota, intended as the final outfits worn by 

infants who have died.

“I had never heard of anything like this,” 

Lorraine Terlinden, an Arlington resident 

with a home on Lake Erie in Meeker County, 

said. “I’m happy that I can help with it though.”

Angel Dresses was inspired by Patty Hauer, 

administrator at All Saints Lutheran. In 

an earlier career, Hauer was a coroner and 

paramedic.

It was in that job that she was struck by 

the deaths of babies, those miscarried or who 

died in childbirth, and the overwhelming grief 

that enveloped the parents and other family 

members.

“You would see these babies … that had noth-

ing,” Hauer recalled. “And I felt so bad. Even 

the coroner’s office only had ratty old blankets 

to wrap them in.”

She wasn’t the only one affected by this. She 

remembered another woman who worked in 

the coroner’s office who painted the fingernails 

and toenails of infant girls, just to give them 

something.

“I thought, it’s just so said,” Hauer said. 

“And you can’t afford to buy stuff for them all 

the time — there’s a lot more babies (who die) 
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Litchfield School District voters will be 

asked to increase program funding and facility 

improvements on Nov. 5.

The district’s referendum will come in the 

form of three questions, with the first being 

an excess levy to create additional funding 

for programming. Questions 2 and 3 deal with 

building improvements.

Approval of the proposed excess operating 

levy, school officials say, will maintain current 

class sizes, enable student access to educational 

materials, protect class activities and athletic 

programs from budget cuts and stabilize the 

school budget.

The district currently receives $724 per pupil, 

and the referendum seeks to raise the per pupil 

funding by $625. If approved, property tax for 

a home valued at $137,000 — the average home 

in the district — will increase by $142 per year.

“We have been (at) the very minimum, which 

is the $724, for five or six years,” Superinten-

dent Beckie Simenson said. “To have a voter 

approved excess levy gives us more money to 

reinvest in our school system and in our stu-

dents. And so that’s what we’ve been doing. 

We’ve been able to keep our finances cost neu-

tral, but we have not been able to do anything 
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The price tag on the West 

Fourth Street reconstruction 

went a little higher Monday 

night, as the Litchfield City 

Council approved three change 

orders, with a fourth — even 

more costly — still looming.

A portion of Fourth Street 

west from Sibley Avenue/

U.S. Highway 12 has been 

under construction for several 

months. Storm sewer improve-

ments along the street were undertaken as part 

of preparation for the Sibley/Highway 12 recon-

struction project planned for 2020.

With the current construction season near-

ing an end, City Engineer Chuck DeWolf pre-

sented a memo with four change order requests 

to the City Council.

The first three changes included:

 ■ Aggregate base was changed from Class 

3 material to Class 5, which will save the city 

$4,236.58. The city requested the material 

change, DeWolf  explained.

 ■ Storm sewer pipe bedding material was 

changed due to wet conditions in the trench 

along Fourth Street, causing an increase to the 

city of  up to $12,600.

A dedicated group of 
volunteers provides 
dignity and love to 
babies who have died
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Angel Dresses ministry volunteers Patty Hauer, Terry Suess, Gayle Maurer and LaVonne Nelson feel the softness of the fabric for 

a blanket. The fabric for Angel Dresses must be extremely soft because of the delicate skin of premature babies who have died.

‘Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious’
LHS theater department 
stages magic of ‘Mary 
Poppins’
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Students, including Portia Lawrence, Abby Johnson and Peter Dinius strike a pose at 

the end of one of the big musical numbers from “Mary Poppins.”
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