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Hutchinson art center hosts new
drive-by exhibit, ‘From Here’ / 2
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T
he Heart of Minnesota Animal 

Shelter has found a new home.

Back in December, the shelter 

was notified it had until the end of 

2020 to move from a house at the 

McLeod County Fairgrounds where cats are 

kept. The shelter has been on the fairgrounds 

since 1993, but the county identified the space 

as an area for future expansion.

Rather than just move the cat house, how-

ever, the shelter hoped to keep its operation 

together and find a place to house both cats 

and dogs. The location of the new shelter is 

just west of Hutchinson at the intersection of 

180th Street and Vale Avenue. The property, 

an old dairy operation, includes a house, barn 

and 10 acres of land.

“We have purchased it and we are in the 

process of cleaning up,” said Anthony An-

derberg, HMAS president. “Once we have 

cleaned it up, we can start imagining what 

the nirvana of the future looks like.

The first phase of the relocation project 

calls for rehabilitation of the house on the 

property so it can shelter cats. HMAS wants 

the phase completed by December in order to 

move out of its current cat building in keeping 

with the county’s timeline.

“With some minor remodeling, we’ll be able 

to move the cats out before it gets too cold,” 

Anderberg said.

Ongoing work will include the construction 

of a parking lot and the removal of carpet.

The second phase of work will focus on a 

space for dogs, which are currently housed in 

a second building on the fairgrounds. The new 

property’s livestock barn will be renovated 

and the property’s ample space will be used 

for exercise and guest visits. Anderberg said 

the county hadn’t asked HMAS to move the 

dogs out as soon, but long-term plans for the 

property include new use for the space used to 

house dogs. He added that additional outdoor 

opportunities for dogs, and no longer having 

to worry about dogs causing a nuisance for 

neighbors, also made the move a win. 

“There is a lot of nice space out there,” 

Anderberg said, “and it makes sense for us 

to be in one location as well.”

He anticipates building comfortable dog 

kennels and overhauling the livestock barn 

will be a more extensive effort for 2021 or 2022, 

and may require fundraising.

“If history is any guide, it’ll be a lot of vol-

unteer effort,” Anderberg said. “It’ll require 

cleanup and elbow grease.”

Due to COVID-19, HMAS will not host its 

annual Paws on Parade Pet Walk, its largest 

fundraiser, which accounts for a third of its 

budget.

“It’s been unfortunate to have a few rain 

clouds at once here, with relocating and the 

virus thing,” he said. “But we are in a good 

situation here. We didn’t have to spend all of 

our resources at once. We will be just fine 

with good financial discipline and public 

support, and this sets us up really well for 

the long term.”

The purchase of the property was a possi-

bility for HMAS due to 20 years of generous 

donations and bequests, Anderberg said, and 

the creation of a rainy-day fund. 

Heart of Minnesota finds a new home
The animal shelter is 
leaving the McLeod 
County Fairgrounds and 
moving to a rural farm

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Once renovated, this livestock barn west of Hutchinson will serve as the new home for dogs in the care of the Heart of Minnesota 

Animal Shelter.

This former dairy operation at the 

intersection of 180th Street and Vale 

Avenue, west of Hutchinson, will serve as 

the new home of the Heart of Minnesota 

Animal Shelter.
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Hutchinson High School junior Landon 

Butler discovered acting when he was in 

fourth grade.

“I signed up for the YoungStars program in 

Hutch and fell in love with it and have been 

doing it ever since,” he said.

And, according to the Minnesota Depart-

ment of Education, he’s doing pretty well with 

his passion. This past week it was announced 

he is the recipient of a Scholar of Distinction 

Award in the MDE theater arts awards pro-

gram. MDE recognizes students in the areas 

of leadership, math, science, social studies, 

STEM and theater arts.

“The award is conferred by the Minne-

sota Department of Education to recognize 

distinguished work by highly motivated 

self-directed students,” reads a press release 

from MDE. “Each awardee has completed a 

substantial body of work in a content area, 

exceeded the requirements for graduation 

Landon Butler ‘is just getting started’
Hutchinson junior’s 
theater skills earn 
recognition from 
Department of Education

Hutchinson High School 

junior Landon Butler was 

recently recognized for his 

work on the stage with an 

award from the Minnesota 

Department of Education. 

Butler has played many 

roles during his time in 

theater, but one of his 

favorites was Bert in last 

fall’s production of “Mary 

Poppins.”
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After what felt like an endless procession of 

canceled summer events, there is good news. 

The 78th Hutchinson Jaycee Water Carnival 

is happening. It won’t be like past years with 

a week of festivities, but that’s to be expected 

during these unprecedented times.

It’s no surprise that to move forward with the 

festival, Commodore Jon Beach and First Mate 

Laura Beach, Vice Commodore Ryan Elbert and 

Second Mate Sam Elbert, and the Water Carni-

val Committee faced a challenging juggling act: 

Balancing the parameters imposed by both the 

current and expected guidelines with a selected 

group of events that the 2020 budget would allow.

So what is happening?

Water Carnival Week has traditionally been 

launched at the first Music in the Park Concert 

in Library Square. This year that won’t be hap-

pening because the summer concert series has 

been canceled. The new plan is to introduce the 

eight queen candidates to the community and 

recognize their sponsors in the best available 

way. The exact format will be determined by 

May 19 after the current stay-at-home order 

officially expires.

That said, the announcement of the new Mr. 

Hutchinson and Hutchinson Woman of the 

Year as well as the crowning of the new Miss 

Hutchinson and Princess will be postponed 

until June 2021.

“My wife Laura and I will return as First 

Mate and Commodore in 2021 to complete this 

event,” said Jon Beach, in a press release. “We 

will be accompanied by our Vice Commodore 

and Second Mate, Ryan and Sam Elbert, along 

with many of our current Water Carnival 

Committee members. Our current Royal 

Family will remain in place and represent 

the city of Hutchinson at available events over 

the course of the next year. We sincerely hope 

that each of the eight young women who have 

already persisted through an unfair level of 

uncertainty in 2020 will be able to return as 

queen candidates in 2021.”

Introduced in 2019 for the first time was the 

Changes announced to the 78th annual Water Carnival
Water Carnival is on, but 
it will look much different 
from past years

Shelter to 4 ➤

Butler to 8 ➤

Water Carnival to 4 ➤
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