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If you haven’t had a chance to explore the 

newly renovated Main Street of Hutchinson, 

now might be the right time with a new shop-

ping option available just across from Library 

Square.

“Our pride and joy is Olita Italian leather 

goods,” said Jill Renee, owner of Olita Gifts 

and Goods at the corner of Main Street and 

Washington Avenue. “But there is something 

for everybody.”

Renee started the business four years ago 

with her leather line, selling handbags and 

wallets in stores around the state and online. 

The name she chose — Olita — was formed by 

combining the names of her children, Olivia 

and Tayton, and it would soon be featured at 

three storefronts.

Growth started a year and a half ago when 

Renee opened Olita Gifts and Goods in St. Pe-

ter, and added other gifts for sale alongside her 

original line. 

“Then an opportunity came to me this last 

fall,” she said. “A building owner in St. Peter 

came to me and was interested in me taking 

care of their building.”

The new building became the site of her 

second location: Free Bird by Olita. Like the 

first storefront, it offers gifts, but with a dif-

ferent vibe.
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If you could make a career change, what 

would it be?

For Zach Larson, a switch has given him 

the chance to answer the call of nature he’s 

heard all his life.

“I have a passion for protecting our re-

sources and passing on the outdoor lifestyle 

to future generations,” he said. “It’s my goal 

to get more people involved, to experience 

the great outdoors we have in Minnesota.”

As the newest Department of Natural 

Resources Division of Enforcement officer 

in the Hutchinson area, he’ll be able to do 

just that. If you’re exploring public lands, 

hunting or fishing east of State Highway 15 

in McLeod and Sibley counties, you might 

just meet him.

“It’s a pretty good size station,” Larson 

said, “all the way up to the northeast corner 

of Winsted, and the Henderson/Le Sueur 

area, and Hutchinson on the northwest. It 

Olita offers gifts for all

New downtown boutique 
has something for 
everyone, no matter the 
occasion

STAFF PHOTO BY STEPHEN WIBLEMO

Jill Renee stands in Olita Gifts and Goods, her new boutique in downtown Hutchinson. She recently moved to town from St. Peter, 

where she and her daughter manage two other storefronts.

Answering 
nature’s call
Zach Larson gave up 
corporate life for the 
great outdoors
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Zach Larson is the Hutchinson area’s 

newest DNR offi cer.
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All it took was a short mention in a news-

paper article about a new restaurant coming 

to downtown Hutchinson for social media to 

explode with questions.

Here’s the scoop folks: Vince, 42, and Amanda 

Maertz, 31, of Silver Lake are opening Flank 

Steakhouse in the former site of Zellas restau-

rant at 14 Main St. S. in downtown Hutchinson. 

Their target opening date is June, with the plan 

of serving lunch and dinner Tuesday through 

Saturday.

The menu will feature steaks ranging from 

a $15 sirloin to a $200 tomahawk ribeye. There 

will also be sandwiches, grain bowls, salads and 

flatbreads, plus dessert. The plan is to follow a 

seasonal menu with an emphasis on local food. 

And for those who like a bump during the after-

noon or after work — a Happy Hour to transition 

between lunch and dinner. There is also talk of 

special events. The couple plans to begin hiring 

staff later in April, so watch for information.

Inside, the couple does not plan any large 

renovations but will salute local history with 

photographs from the collection of the McLeod 

County Historical Society.

“They’ve been really helpful,” Amanda said. 

“We want to show the history of the building. 

It’s really an opportunity to keep a little bit of 

Zellas, too.”

Zellas was originally opened in 2008 by Tif-

fany Haag and Blake Barnard. They sold it to 

Brian and Sara Pollmann in 2016. The couple 

closed it in July due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Vince sees the new downtown dining spot 

as a place where he can showcase what he has 

learned through the years.

“It’s an opportunity to elevate something 

as simple as a flank steak and make it beauti-

ful,” he said. “I want people to taste the steak, 

so there will be two options: pan roasted or 

charbroiled.”

This idea of enhancing food is also the basis 

for the restaurant’s rebranding and logo: Flank 

Steakhouse — Simple. Elevated.

“What we want to present to Hutch is that 

we will be a steakhouse for everybody,” he said.

“And we’ll have good coffee,” Amanda added.

CHALLENGES ALONG THE WAY

While Vince and Amanda may be new 

at owning their own restaurant, they bring 

Bringing the beef to Main Street
Vince and Amanda 
Maertz will open Flank 
Steakhouse in June
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Vince and Amanda Maertz are ready to push up their sleeves to prepare their new 

restaurant — Flank Steakhouse — for a June opening in downtown Hutchinson.Steakhouse to A7 ➤

Olita to A2 ➤ Larson to A7 ➤


