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When Republicans took control of Con-

gress and the presidency in 2016, Gregg 

Tangeman believed that his biggest concerns 

about the federal government — out-of-con-

trol spending and ballooning deficit — would 

finally be addressed.

“Now we’re going to get something done,” 

Tangeman recalls thinking. “And then … 

nothing.”

That reality, combined with a Fox News 

program about a Convention of States, 

turned the Willmar resident’s frustration 

into action.

He joined a growing national movement 

in which people are calling for a Convention 

of States to address what they believe is a 

federal government run amuck.

That desire for change is what brought 

Tangeman and about 25 other people to the 

Litchfield Public Library Saturday morning. 
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Special to the Independent review

The Atwater-Cosmos-Grove City School 

Board heard good news Monday about its 

current budget.

Business Manager Kathryn Haase reported 

that higher-than-expected enrollment this 

year has resulted in $227,000 more state aid, 

plus some additional special education and 

school safety revenue. Strong preschool en-

rollment will also increase the district’s com-

munity services income by about $93,000. This 

has more than offset slightly decreased federal 

special education revenue to raise the district’s 

total projected revenue by almost 4.5 percent.

Coupled with slightly lower-than-expected 

expenses (about 0.5 percent), the district’s fund 

balance is expected to increase by $610,000 by 

June 30. (By comparison, at the end of 2018-

2019, the difference between revenues and 

expenditures was $301,000 in the black.)

Although the district hired additional kin-

dergarten and preschool staff to accommodate 

the higher enrollment, and also increased 

teachers’ overall contract compensation, the 

extra state aid and a lower-than-budgeted need 

for substitute teachers this year more than 

offset those increases.

ACGC sees 
fund balance 
improve
Enrollment increase leads 
to greater state aid, while 
expenses decline slightly
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Jeff Neidenthal has some ideas about making 

downtown Litchfield more vibrant.

What stirred Neidenthal’s thinking was a 

discussion with Emily Kurash Casey, a rural 

program coordinator for RETHOS, a nonprofit 

organization working nationwide to help revi-

talize and reimagine the use of old buildings 

and sites — like the ones in downtown Litch-

field.

Litchfield Downtown Council is part of the 

Minnesota Main Street Program, which RE-

THOS helps run. In fall 2016, Litchfield Down-

town Council received a grant from Blandin 

Foundation which supports organizations that 

serve rural Minnesota communities. The grant 

helped fund Casey’s visit to Litchfield last week.

“They offer this downtown assessment to 

kind of find out what are the needs and the 

wants,” Darlene Kotelnicki, a member of the 

LDC, said about RETHOS. “It’s like a preplan-

ning thing. They’ll come and go over stuff with 

us ... and they give us like a road map of things 

we should consider.”

Casey visited New Ulm in January to begin 

a downtown revitalization project.

“2020 is the first year that we’re really de-

voting time to going out and doing this kind of 

work,” Casey said, adding that Willmar was the 

next location — including other towns.

Casey met with Litchfield residents and 

surrounding areas last week to learn about 

Litchfield downtown. Among the questions she 

asked participants:

 ■ When you think of  downtown Litchfield, 

what is one word that pops into your head?

 ■ What do you like about having events in 

downtown Litchfield?

 ■ What places do you go to in downtown 

Litchfield?

 ■ What places do you miss that used to be in 

downtown Litchfield?

 ■ Are there a certain group of  people who 

are really doing a great job of  planning — help-

ing businesses and events in the downtown 

Litchfield?

Even though Neidenthal lives in Grove City, 

he wants downtown Litchfield to grow and im-

prove. He said he thinks that the reason for the 

decline of the city’s downtown is that owners 

of some of the buildings live outside of town.

“We got to get people to have ownership and 

commitment to making (downtown Litchfield) 

successful,” Neidenthal said. “And that’s not 

going to happen until we get more local owner-

ship in these buildings.”

Many of the downtown buildings are also 

in a bad shape; they are old and crumbling, 

Neidenthal said.

“I bet that once this Highway 12 is done 

through town, we have the opportunity for a 

Renaissance,” he said of the planned highway 

Envisioning downtown’s future
Community meetings 
aim to create ‘road map’ 
for change

Emily Kurash 

Casey, a rural 

program 

coordinator 

for RETHOS, 

discusses what 

participants 

envision 

Litchfield 

downtown 

becoming 

in five years 

during a 

meeting at the 

G.A.R. Hall.
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A
lyssa Ross is excited about casting 

her ballot for the first time in the fall 

general election.

The Litchfield High School senior 

was nervous about voting, but when Minnesota 

Secretary of State Steve Simon showed up to 

her college government class last week and ex-

plained the balloting process, it reassured Ross.

“I just learned a lot more about the voting 

process, and that there are ways that I can go 

in, and I don’t have to vote for (everyone),” Ross 

said. “I think it just makes me more comfortable 

knowing a little bit more about it, because I don’t 

think I’ve ever really been told a ton about it. 

And now I know — which is nice —before go-

ing into it.”

Simon often visits schools throughout Min-

nesota to talk to students about the key aspects 

of his office. He explained to Litchfield High 

School students that his office offers business 

services. In other words, if someone wants to 

start a business, they would go through the 

Secretary of State, which supplies all the steps 

for starting a new business.

“So we’re kind of the welcome mat for Min-

nesota businesses,” Simon said. “We do a lot 

of commercial documents, business-related 

documents that businesses have to file and then 

renew every year.”

The second service Simon’s office offers is 

a statewide address confidentiality program 

called Safe at Home. The program helps people 

— who may fear for their safety in cases such 

as domestic violence, sexual assault or stalking 

Simon says voting is simple
Secretary of State eases 
LHS students’ minds about 
Election Day concerns
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Secretary of State Steve Simon receives a warm welcome from Litchfield High School student council. Pictured is Litchfield High 

School senior Alyssa Ross handing Simon a visitors name tag alongside Bret Wendlandt.


