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S
erving as Litchfield royalty can be 

demanding, time-consuming and 

very public.

Claudia Toenjes saw that up close 

during the past two years as she 

watched her older sister, Cecilia, serve as 

Miss Litchfield. But along with what some-

times can seem like a high-pressure role, 

there’s the joy of representing one’s home-

town and, well, being royalty.

That’s why Claudia Toenjes — crowned 

2021-2022 Miss Litchfield during the Royalty 

Coronation Sunday afternoon at Bernie Aak-

er Auditorium — and princesses Abagayle 

Shoutz and Haylie Magoon were positively 

beaming during an interview Monday morn-

ing.

“I’ve always wanted to do Miss Litchfield, 

always wanted to run,” Toenjes said. “It’s go-

ing to be such an amazing experience.”

Toenjes, the daughter of Chris and Amy 

Toenjes, said that watching her sister serve 

the past two years convinced her that she 

wanted to run, even if running to succeed her 

sister meant a different kind of challenge. She 

worried that being the sibling of the current 

Miss Litchfield might interfere with building 

relationships with other candidates.

In the end, she decided the best approach 

was to just be herself.

“I’m my own individual person,” she said. 

“If I get crowned, great, it’s going to be an 

amazing experience. And if I don’t, I’m a 

different person, and I can accept that. I ran 

with a different group of girls.”

And that group of girls, she said, treated 

her no differently than the rest of the can-

didates. In fact, that was a common theme 

among all three young women. Though all six 

candidates came from different backgrounds 

and friend groups, they became good friends 

and found many commonalities.

“Going into this, I had a lot of people say 

to me, this is a really, you know, diverse 

group of girls,” Toenjes said. “And it has 

been way more enjoyable, I think, than any 

of us expected. We were getting along so 

well, there was never a time that any of us 
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Litchfield City Council ap-

proved payment of $17,500 to 

Central Community Transit 

during its July 6 meeting, the 

city’s annual cost share of the 

rural transit service.

Litchfield partners with 

Meeker County, Kandiyohi 

County, the city of Willmar 

and Renville County in the 

public transit service. Each of 

the five entities pays an equal 

share to help fund 15 percent of the $3 million 

annual operational costs, while the Minnesota 

Department of Transportation covers 85 per-

cent of the costs.

MnDOT also covers up to 80 percent of the 

cost for capital expenditures, which in 2022 will 

include replacement of a 19-passenger bus and 

a 28-passenger bus.

City Council member Ron Dingmann, who 

serves along with Council member Betty Allen 

on the CCT Joint Powers Board, said the joint 

operational structure with three counties and 
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What public improvement 

projects will become a priority 

for the city of Litchfield in the 

next few years?

Anyone curious about that 

— or who has their own ideas 

of what’s important — might 

want to attend an open house 

planned for Monday, July 26, at 

Litchfield City Hall. That’s the 

date the City Council set for an 

open house at which the public 

can learn more about the 37 potential items — 

with a $70 million total price tag — on the city’s 

Capital Improvement Plan.

The open house will run from 4 to 4:45 p.m. 

Monday with information boards detailing 

various CIP items — from wastewater facility 

upgrades, to wellness center, to electric meter 

upgrades — followed by an overview of CIP 

items by City Administrator David Cziok and 

city engineer Chuck DeWolf and a public com-

ment period at 5 p.m.

Various information boards will be placed 

around the City Council chambers, and council 

members will be on site to mingle and discuss 

the plan with visitors.

The open house is another step in an 18-point 

“development schedule” proposed by Cziok.

The open house was proposed, Cziok wrote 

in a memo to the council, “In an attempt to find 

the best fit for a public vetting process.”

City Council members unanimously ap-

proved the open house plan, though not 

everyone agreed with all items on the CIP 

Miss Litchfi eld to 2 ➤

What’s the plan?
Open house offers
chance to review, 
comment on city’s Capital 
Improvement Plan

Council approves 

CCT payment
Rural transit
service rebounding
from challenges of
2020 pandemic
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A ROYAL EXPERIENCE
Miss Litchfield, princesses agree that it’s not all about the crown
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Princess Haylie Magoon, Miss Litchfi eld Claudia Toenjes and Princess Abagayle Shoutz fl ash broad smiles as they wave to the 

crowd at the conclusion of the royalty coronation.

New Miss Litchfi eld Claudia Toenjes reacts with surprise after having the crown 

placed on her head by sister and outgoing Miss Litchfi eld Cecilia Toenjes during the 

coronation Sunday afternoon. Looking on are candidates Grace Kellen and Shamra 

Saenz.
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Haylie Magoon’s look says it all as she was crowned a Litchfi eld princess during the 

royalty coronation Sunday afternoon.

CCT to 2 ➤

Open house to 2 ➤


