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Getting a good education involves more than 

learning math and geometry equations, memoriz-

ing major moments in history or learning lines 

from a poem written by a 17th century author.

Emotional growth plays just as significant a 

role as anything that can be learned from a text-

book or teacher’s assignment. In fact, sometimes 

it’s that emotional growth that is the first step 

to success in the classroom.

It’s a reality that has become even more 

stark as teachers and administrators adjust to 

distance learning in Litchfield School District 

and throughout the country.

Among the key topics during recent teacher 

team meetings, according to Superintendent 

Beckie Simenson, was “social and emotional 

learning (as well as) making sure students 

are fed.”

Simenson and principals from each of 

Litchfield School District’s three buildings 

shared stories of learning and reaching out 

to students during the April 27 School Board 

meeting. And, while the physical feeding of 

students has gone well, with nearly 800 stu-

dents per day receiving meals, the emotional 

sustenance has been challenging.

And not just for students. The stress of an 

educational system turned upside down has 

affected teachers, as well.
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D
o you know where your next meal 

is coming from?

Many people don’t and the num-

bers are staggering: 10,000 cars 

waited for food at a San Antonio 

Food Bank distribution point. The line was a 

1/2-mile long in both directions at the Second 

Harvest Food Bank in Anaheim, California. 

People lined up three hours before food distri-

bution in Des Moines, Iowa, and Feeding South 

Florida has seen a 600-percent jump in those 

asking for food.

The list of those needing food support dur-

ing the COVID-19 pandemic stretches from 

coast to coast and goes on and on.

Remarkably, the opposite is happening in 

Meeker and McLeod counties.

Jamie Revermann, executive director of the 

Meeker Area Food Shelf, said the Litchfield 

and Dassel sites are down a little bit from 

when the pandemic first started in March. 

She believes the reasons are due to unemploy-

ment insurance payments being good, schools 

getting meals out to students and the federal 

government’s stimulus checks.

“Our numbers have been down a little bit be-

cause programs have been so reactive in getting 

people the funds they need right now,” she said.

Lennie Albers, executive director of the food 

shelves in Hutchinson and Glencoe, said usage 

is down, too.

“We are down 25 percent for the month of 

April compared to last year,” she said. “That 

is overall, both sites are pretty comparable. 

We’re down 21.5 percent in Glencoe and 25.7 

in Hutchinson, with an average of about 23.4 

percent overall.”

Although numbers are down, Albers said 

those using the food shelf now range from 

new people they’ve never met before to clients 

they haven’t seen in a long time. Regulars, 

she guessed, were sheltered in place a little bit 

more and were not coming in as often.

“People are in a little better spot,” she said. 

“The longer we go, we expect to see more 

people.”
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The coronavirus pandemic 

and its spin-off effects created 

an abundance of questions.

Angie Wannigman and the 

rest of the counseling staff 

at Litchfield Public Schools 

wanted to provide as many 

answers as possible.

So was borne the school 

district’s COVID 19 Support 

Services website.

“We know it ’s an over-

whelming time,” said Wannigman, counselor 

at Litchfield Middle School. “There’s stress … 

change to everyone’s lifestyle right now. So we 

put together a page that would help support 

families in the district.”

Wanningman said the idea for the site, 
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The Atwater-Cosmos-Grove City School 

Board met via WEBEX conference April 27 

evening and decided that the Class of 2020 

graduation ceremony would be an outdoor, 

“hybrid” event that would observe state social 

distancing guidelines.

The ceremony will be pushed back from its 

original May 8 date to allow a planning com-

mittee time to prepare for a drive-through 

event that would feature cap-and-gown-clad 

seniors riding in cars with their families, with 

the graduates stepping outside the vehicles to 

obtain their diplomas. The exact date, site and 

format had not been determined by press time, 

but Principal Robin Wall said it would probably 

be either May 22 or 29. School board consensus 

was to grant latitude to the planning committee 

in developing the most suitable date and local 

site for the event.

Superintendent Nels Onstad told the board 

that he had visited with about 15 other school 

superintendents and learned that, although 

larger schools are doing “virtual” Internet 

ceremonies, a number of districts similar in 

size to ACGC are planning drive-through, in-

person events.

Graduating seniors have already been issued 

their caps and gowns and a “virtual” Internet 

recognition program was scheduled to be con-

ducted Wednesday evening, April 29.

Because of construction taking place in the 

ACGC buildings during the 2020 construc-

tion season, the ACGC schools had opened in 

mid-August 2019 with the last day of classes 

scheduled for May 7. This means that ACGC 

students are just about finished with the state-

wide “distance learning” arrangement ordered 

as an emergency measure by Gov. Tim Walz last 

month in response to the COVID-19 epidemic.

ACGC plans 
outdoor, drive-
through graduation

READY FOR THE RUSH
Meeker and McLeod food shelves are ready to meet the needs of their communities
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Jamie Revermann, executive director of the Meeker Area Food Shelf, expects food shelf use to increase as effects of the pandemic 

reach deeper in the rural Minnesota.
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Litchfield School District’s Covid 19 Support Services web page has drawn attention 

from state Commissioner of Education Mary Cathryn Ricker.

Food to 3 

Emotional 
education
Teachers, administrators 
work to help students 
during distance learning

Emotional to 3  Website to 3 


