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W
hen she and her husband be-

gan looking at moving to the 

Hutchinson area — a location 

closer to both of their adult 

children — earlier this year, 

Percy Lingen knew she needed to find work.

Though the move from Sleepy Eye was in-

tended as a sort of a step toward retirement, at 

least for her husband, Steven, Lingen knew she 

still wanted — needed — to work. Her previous 

attempts at slowing down had shown that work 

needed to be part of her life.

And if that work involved education, all 

the better.

“I’m a person that needs to work,” Lingen 

said with a broad smile. “I’ve retired before, 

and my husband said, ‘I’ll give it two months.’ 

And so I just started looking, and I saw the ad 

for this job in the diocesean newsletter.”

As if preordained, the ad the former teacher, 

principal and superintendent spotted was 

for a principal at the School of St. Philip in 

Litchfield.

“I told Father Jeff (Horejsi, pastor at Church 

of St. Philip), when I saw this, I thought, ‘I like 

a challenge, and I pride myself on being a good 

problem solver,’” Lingen said. “I said that I 

may need this school as much as it needs me. 

I really felt called to this post; I really did. And 

it worked out.”

Lingen earned a bachelor’s degree in el-

ementary education from Morningside College 

in Sioux City, Iowa. Later, she added master’s 

degrees in curriculum and instruction, and 

administration from Minnesota State Uni-

versity Mankato. Her 29-year teaching career 

includes stints as teacher and administrator 

in both public and Catholic schools in Utah 

and Minnesota.

She stepped away from education several 

years ago for health reasons, before returning 

to work at BIC Graphic in Sleepy Eye, where 

she worked in the shipping department, “be-

cause I could problem solve … coordinating 

trucks and getting things through customs.”

But she’s excited to be back in school.

Lingen’s first “official” day at School of 

St. Philip, according to her contract, will be 

Aug. 26. But she began throwing herself into 

the job in July, commuting from Sleepy Eye 

on an almost-daily basis before moving in to 

a home in Hutchinson. Though the 65-mile, 

one-way commute was arduous at times, she 

said she knew she was playing catch-up, with 

the start of a new school year less than two 

months away.

Not only was time short, but the new school 

year will be unlike any Lingen or any other 

educator has faced in quite some time, possibly 

ever. The COVID-19 pandemic forced teachers 

and administrators to reimagine education 

and plan for the unexpected, as they did not 

know what would be permitted under state 

guidelines.
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There will be no high school football or vol-

leyball in Minnesota this fall. The decision 

was made by the Minnesota State High School 

League Board of Directors during a meeting 

Aug. 4. Other fall sports such as girls tennis, 

girls swimming and diving, cross country and 

soccer will play in the fall, but with several 

restrictions.

The MSHSL Board of Directors voted to 

delay the football and volleyball seasons until 

spring 2021 in an effort to slow the spread of CO-

VID-19. There will be no scrimmages, a shorter 

season with fewer games, and postseason plans 

are yet to be determined.

The decision wasn’t Litchfield volleyball 

coach Darin Swenson’s favor-

ite choice, but he understands 

the effort to do the best for 

overall safety.

“Of the four options, I 

thought this was as far as the 

kids that want to play, prob-

ably the third best option,” 

Swenson said. “But it’s better 

than the fourth option which 

was nothing. Giving the kids 

an opportunity to play is good. A lot of differ-

ent opinions out there, whether it’s the right 

or wrong thing to do. We’re just going to have 

to go with what the decisions that were made 

and move forward from that.”

MSHSL’s Board of Directors basically cre-

ated a four-season calendar for the 2020-2021 

school year. The fall and winter seasons will 

continue as scheduled for now, but the spring 

season in which football and volleyball will be 

played, will go from mid-March to mid-May. Tra-

ditional spring sports such as baseball, softball 

and track and field will then be moved to the 

“summer” season from mid-May to early July.

The MSHSL also approved allowing spring 

sports that did not play last spring to hold 

practices this fall, along with volleyball and 

football.

For football, the changes mean there will 

only be six games in the regular season, rather 

than eight. Litchfield football coach Jim Jack-

man chose not to comment on the football 

season until he has more information about it.

“I really don’t have anything to report right 

now,” Jackman said in a text. “I am uncertain 

about what is going to happen right now.”
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Call it a kind of changing of the guard in

Litchfield dentistry.

As Abigail Johnson joins Litchfield Family 

Dental as an associate, longtime dentist Mike 

Solbrack has begun stepping into retirement 

after 34 years at the practice.

Johnson started her first full week of seeing 

patients at the end of July, part of a transition that 

sees former partners Solbrack and Jim Haugo 

Johnson to 2 ➤

St. Philip to 3 ➤

Moved to 3 ➤

Dental practice 
transition
As Mike Solbrack
retires, Abigail Johnson 
starts career

High school football, volleyball move to spring
High school league 
changes athletics
lineup due to
COVID-19 concerns

Justin

Brown

FILE PHOTO

Dragons head coach Jim Jackman will 

coach spring football this school year.

Back to school
New School of St. Philip principal excited for challenge

Percy Lingen has spent 29 years in education, as teacher, principal 

and superintendent at different schools. She said she’s excited to be 

lead the School of St. Philip “family.”
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Abigail Johnson joined Litchfi eld Family 

Dental in July.
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Closed since March in response to the CO-

VID-19 pandemic, Litchfield City Hall reopened 

on a limited basis last week.

City Administrator Dave Cziok told the Li-

tchfield City Council at its Aug. 3 meeting, “I 

think the staff is prepared to start moving to 

opening, not a full opening, but maybe some 

sort of reduced hours.”

The City Council, minus two members, 

unanimously agreed to have the administrative 

team establish hours and days of operation, as 

well as possibly limiting the number of people 

in the building at one time.

Prior to the vote, Cziok said he had followed 

a conversation thread involving city administa-

tors from across the state, which indicated that 

about two-thirds of the city offices still were 

closed or open by appointment only. About a 

third had reduced hours, while a few were back 

to business as usual, he said.

Though staff received some complaints early 

in the shutdown from residents unable to access 

City Hall, Cziok said, the complaints have be-

come non-existent these days. However, when he 

asked council members what they have heard, 

Ron Dingmann and Betty Allen both said they 

had received some complaints.

Council member Darlene Kotelnicki said 

she’d not received any complaints, but there 

have been questions about when City Hall 

might reopen.

“I think it’s time (to reopen),” Dingmann 

said, especially considering all the “precau-

tionary methods” now in place to ensure safe 

distancing and cleaning at City Hall. “I think 

we need to take that next step.”

City Hall offices have been undergoing a re-

modeling to provide for better separation of staff, 

while at the same time allowing better view of 

the service counter in the building’s main lobby.

Cziok said the staff would proceed to reopen-

ing with limited days, perhaps four days a week 

with hours of 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The City Council 

will review at its next meeting.

City Hall reopens 
on limited basis
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