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N
earing the end of the longest reign 

in Miss Litchfield history, Ceci-

lia Toenjes admits to being a bit 

conflicted.

After two years of serving as an 

ambassador for the city — a reign that doubled 

after the COVID-19 pandemic canceled all Wa-

tercade activities in 2020, including the Miss 

Litchfield program and coronation — Toenjes 

said she’s ready to see another young woman 

wear the crown.

Buuut … she’s had a lot of fun and experi-

enced tremendous personal growth during the 

past two years, which makes stepping down 

bittersweet.

“My mom told me that coronation was at 

3 (p.m.) instead of 7 (p.m.) this year, and I re-

member saying to her, ‘Three? I wasn’t ready 

to give up my crown until 7.’ And my mom’s 

like, ‘You’ve had an extra year. Shouldn’t you 

be ready to give up your crown?’

“It just goes so fast,” Toenjes said. “Even 

though I had a whole extra year, it’s been such 

an awesome experience. And I’m excited for 

the new girls; I’m excited for them to have that 

experience. But it shows how awesome of an 

experience it is — if I didn’t want to give up my 

crown four hours earlier, after having a whole 

extra 365 days — for anybody.”

It’s been whirlwind to be certain, even though 

some activities of her reign were interrupted by 
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Litchfield marching band director David 

Ceasar likes to win as much as the next guy. 

Maybe even more sometimes.

So a season-high score and a Best of Site 

trophy, along with Best Drum Major and Best 

Drumline hardware, in the Marching Dragons’ 

final competitive parade was a pretty nice cul-

mination to a season that started with many 

uncertainties.

But it wasn’t the judges’ 85.5 rating — or the 

triumph over three other bands — June 27 in 

the Lake City Water Ski Days parade that held 

the greatest meaning for Ceasar. Or, he hopes, 

the 120 members of the LHS marching band.

Instead, it was the moments before Litchfield 

ever stepped off on the parade route.

“It was a great way to end it, obviously, to 

win it,” Ceasar said. “But what became really 

at the forefront of importance was the cama-

raderie that was displayed before the parade.”

Traditionally, competing bands warm up 

individually in preparation for a parade. For 

Litchfield band members, this can be a par-

ticularly intense time of practice as Ceasar and 

assistant director Kelly Taylor pick apart the 
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Minnesota lawmakers and Gov. Tim Walz on 

Wednesday succeeded in approving a record $52 

billion two-year state budget to avoid a govern-

ment shutdown that would have served as a 

havoc-wreaking capstone to an already havoc-

filled period in the state’s history.

The House remained locked in debate over 

a tax policy bill after 11:30 p.m. and appeared 

fated to continue for some time, but the spending 

bills necessary to keep state government open 

were all passed by both chambers hours before 

a fiscal midnight deadline.

After emerging from a chaotic crucible of 

overnight deal-making Tuesday into Wednes-

day, all the major players strode into Wednesday 

evening with a swagger backed by words of 

imminent success, and Walz said he expected 

to sign all 13 bills approved by both chambers 

Wednesday night.

In one sense, they only did their most basic 

job: They agreed on how to spend taxpayers’ 

money for state services that range from parks 

to prisons and highways to health programs.

In another sense, they accomplished — or 

stood on the cusp of accomplishing — what no 

other state government has had to grapple with 

in more than two years: A Legislature evenly 

divided between two parties.

And that, of course, was only enhanced in a 

state emerging from a pandemic and still reel-

ing from the traumas of unarmed Black men 

killed by police — and the reckoning and unrest 

that followed. After all, until a few weeks ago, 

the Capitol itself was closed to the public for 

COVID-19 concerns and fenced off for security 

concerns, under the watchful protection of state 

law enforcement and the Minnesota National 

Guard.

“It was just more difficult,” Senate Majority 

Leader Paul Gazelka, R-East Gull Lake, said 

to reporters Wednesday afternoon. “We really 

needed the extra month.”

That extra month (actually closer to a month 

and a half) followed because Republicans who 

control the Senate and Democratic-Farmer-

Labor Party members who control the House 

failed to find common ground in May, when 

the state constitution mandates the Legislature 

adjourn. The recent activity is the result of a 

special session — the latest in an unprecedented 

sequence of special sessions required for Walz to 

keep his pandemic-related emergency powers.

Sen. Scott Newman, R-Hutchinson, was short 

Walz, 
lawmakers 
approve 
$52B budget
The record deal averted
a government shutdown
at the last hour
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Rep. Dean Urdahl, R-Acton Township, 

relaxes at his desk as he listens to motions 

on an amendment in the House chamber 

during the special session at the Minnesota 

State Capitol in St. Paul June 26.

Budget to 2 ➤

‘Driven by the need to be good’
Marching Dragons
earn highest score in
final competitive parade 
of season; look forward
to Watercade
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Lichfi eld High School marching band makes its way down the parade route during 

a parade in Montevideo. The Marching Dragons will perform for the last time this 

season during the Watercade Grande Day Parade Saturday.

Band to 10 ➤

Cecilia Toenjes reflects on Miss Litchfield
reign as she prepares to crown her successor
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Miss Litchfi eld Cecilia Toenjes will 

crown her successor during the 

coronation at 3 p.m. Sunday at Bernia 

Aaker Auditorium.

Miss Litchfi eld Cecilia Toenjes and Princess Abby 

Johnson wave to the crowd as they move down the 

route of the Litchfi eld Parade of Bands. Toenjes 

and Johnson will crown their successors during 

the Miss Litchfi eld coronation at 3 p.m. Sunday.

‘My life has changed a lot’

Royalty to 10 ➤


