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Hutchinson’s hockey teams
earned conference wins / A8
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Christ the King’s third annual
cantata plays this weekend / B1
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OUT OF TOWN FOR THE HOLIDAYS? 
Bethlehem United Methodist Church in 
Hutchinson is hosting a Traveler’s Christ-
mas worship service. All are welcome, B2.

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED: Need a break 
from the kids or want to shop without 
them? Santa’s sitters at Vineyard United 
Methodist Church can help, B2.

ON YOUR TOES: Touch of Grace dance 
studio in Hutchinson is staging “The Nut-
cracker” ballet with performances Satur-
day and Sunday, B2.

FUN FOR ALL AGES: The Silver Lake Win-
ter Festival at the Silver Lake Auditorium 
features photo opps with real reindeer, live 
music, food, horse-drawn wagon rides, 
a coloring contest and door prizes. Get a 
treat bag and meet Santa across the street 
at the American Legion, B2.

TELLING THE CHRISTMAS STORY: Christ 
the King Lutheran Church in Hutchinson is 
hosting its third annual Christmas cantata 
Saturday and Sunday, B2.

CHRISTMAS EVE DAY: Century 9 is host-
ing two free movies: “White Christmas” 
and “The Grinch.” Doors open early for 
snacks, visits with Santa and more, B2.

LOOKING FOR LAUGHS? Stamp-n-
Storage is hosting a Night with Comedian 
Tommy Ryman at CrossPoint Church in 
Hutchinson, B2.

LAST CALL FOR SANTA CLAUS: Share 
your Christmas list with Santa Claus at the 
Hutchinson Mall, B2.
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H
utchinson residents took on the 

cold Saturday evening for an early 

taste of Christmas.

Despite temperatures hovering 

just above 5 degrees, visitors to 

Downtown Christmas lined up to climb aboard a 

wagon hauled by a tractor of the Upper Midwest 

Allis-Chalmers Club and to pet reindeer Cookie 

and Tinsel. Hot chocolate was served inside the 

City Center to warm everyone up while kids met 

Santa. At 5 p.m., the sidewalks of Hassan Street 

were lined with festive visitors bundled up to 

watch the second annual Hutchinson Holiday 

Parade of Lights.

“It was cold,” said organizer Bobby Paulson. 

“We had a lot of people that came out to watch, 

but we were down floats. We had a lot more sign-

ups than showed up.”

The parade included 11 floats, one down from 

the inaugural year. Donations from entries went 

to support the Hutchinson Lions Club and the 

Down with Diabetes Alliance.

“Next year I’m thinking we’re going to have 

a couple of judges,” Paulson said. “We’ll have a 

prize for the winning float. Everyone in it and 

everyone watching we talked to said they re-

ally liked it. So we are going to push for bigger 

next year.”

Hopefully the weather is more cooperative.

— Jeremy Jones

A cold night for bright lights
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Jackson Theis couldn’t have been happier to meet and pet Tinsel, one of the two reindeer hanging around outside Hutchinson City 

Center during Downtown Christmas Saturday.

The Grinch rode with Relay for Life of 

McLeod County during the second annual 

Hutchinson Holiday Parade of Lights.

Zoe Juergensen held by Nikki Juergensen 

shares a high fi ve with Santa.

BY JEREMY JONES

jones@hutchinsonleader.com

About a year ago, Josh Beadell of Hutchinson 

was in the midst of a holiday tradition familiar 

to many: roaming the aisles of a store in search 

of Christmas gifts.

Only he wasn’t looking to check boxes on his 

own list. He was on the lookout for a few items 

on the Hutchinson Area Christmas for Kids 

shopping list. The local group, unaffiliated 

with any organization or business, tries to put 

presents into the hands of children who may 

fall through the cracks of other charities. The 

effort is organized by Lindy Myllykangas of 

Hutchinson, a friend of Beadell’s mother.

“I heard about it from my mom. They were 

running low on gifts,” Beadell said.

After picking up a few items, he kept going.

“I said, ‘I’m here, I have the money, why don’t 

we just keep going?’ I like helping people. I felt 

like this was a good charity,” Beadell said.

He focused on gifts aimed at younger kids.

“I was enthusiastic that I could help people. I 

have always gotten along more with the younger 

generation, and I felt this was a good way to 

give back,” said Beadell, 38. “I ended up filling 

up a couple of carts. I brought it all home, (Myl-

lykangas) come over and got it.”

All told, his donation added up to about $1,200 

in toys, the record for 2018.

“I think I surprised her,” Beadell said.

But that wouldn’t be an end to the seasonal 

surprises. Fast forward to a little more than a 

week ago, and it was Beadell’s turn to receive a 

shock. Many Hutchinson residents may recog-

nize him as an employee at a local retail store. 

While he was at work, he spotted a large group 

approach.

“There were a bunch of people in Christmas 

sweaters,” he said.

“There was about 40 of us,” Myllykangas said. 

“We were all out on a party bus wearing our 

Christmas gear and we showed up to surprise 

him with a giant trophy. ... He was shocked.” 

“I had no clue, so it surprised the living heck 

out of me,” Beadell said. “That is the biggest 

thing that has happened to me this year. It’s my 

first trophy ever.”

Beadell, who has cerebral palsy, often has his 

walker with him but as soon as he was handed 

the trophy he left it behind.

“He grabbed the trophy and took off run-

ning,” Myllykangas said. “It was just awesome. 

He left his walker behind. It was something to 

see.”

Christmas surprise repaid in kind
Hutchinson man’s generosity went viral last week
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Hutchinson’s Josh Beadell holds a trophy 

awarded to him by Hutchinson Area 

Christmas for Kids in honor of a 2018 toy 

donation of more than $1,000.Beadell to A6 ➤


