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BY KAY JOHNSON

johnson@hutchinsonleader.com

A
lthough New York Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo hasn’t issued a “shelter-in-

place” order as of Monday for New 

York City, many people are practic-

ing social distancing and opting to 

stay home when possible.

Glencoe High School graduate Deborah 

Jean Templin has called the Big Apple home 

for more than 40 years. She makes her living 

as an actress.

“Grocery stores are open. Hardware stores 

are open. Pharmacies are open,” she said. “Fruit 

stands on the street will close for two weeks. 

Our great Riverside Park constructed during 

Homebound in New York
McLeod County native 
Deborah Jean Templin 
tells what it’s like to live in 
New York City during the 
COVID-19 pandemic
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Deborah Jean Templin, a Plato native living in New York City, takes a selfi e wearing a 

mask during the COVID-19 pandemic.
BY JEREMY JONES

jones@hutchinsonleader.com

Hutchinson has almost 50 restaurants, 20 

hair salons and numerous massage therapy 

practices and athletic facilities. In the midst 

of Minnesota’s COVID-19 response, they and 

many other businesses are facing hardships.

An executive order from Gov. Tim Walz this 

past week called for restaurants and recreation 

and exercise facilities to close their doors. Other 

businesses made changes or ceased operations 

to promote social distancing, but such moves 

come with an economic toll. Another order an-

nounced Monday aims to provide relief.

“Federal loan programs don’t move fast 

enough,” Walz said in a press conference 

Monday.

Walz orders 
state aid for 
businesses
Local businesses could 
benefit from emergency 
loan program
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Genesis Salon and Enso Spa is one of a 

group of businesses taking precautions 

in response to COVID-19. But such 

precautions come with a price, and 

small businesses have options for loans 

during this crisis.

BY JEREMY JONES

jones@hutchinsonleader.com

A small group of people briefly meeting in 

the Hutchinson Recreation Center parking lot 

Monday morning were in high spirits.

Lore Lewerenz, a cook at Hutchinson High 

School, was joined by education assistant An-

gela Young and Hutchinson Bus Line driver 

Keith Enstad as she handed free meals out to 

parents and students who climbed from their 

vehicles. Though everyone approaching was 

careful to take their distance and come only a 

few at a time, the meal delivery team kept the 

atmosphere positive as they offered the day’s 

meal of taco in a bag.

“People are really grateful we are doing this,” 

Lewerenz said. “So many people need it.”

The meal delivery 11-11:45 a.m. every school 

day represents the approach Hutchinson 

Public Schools took to delivering meals to 

students following an executive order from 

Gov. Tim Walz that closed schools around 

the state. The order was one of many Walz 

has made in response to COVID-19. Families 

can order student meals for the following day 

through the school and pick them up from the 

indicated site. Seven sites around Hutchinson 

were selected for meal delivery, but two more 

were added Tuesday as demand has grown and 

more employees signed up to help. Meals are 

prepared by school cooks and are available to 

all children age 18 or younger.

“They have done a fantastic job to get this up 

and running the way they did,” said Hutchinson 

Public Schools Superintendent Daron Vander-

Heiden.

On the first day March 18, the service deliv-

ered about 300 meals. On Monday it was up to 

1,382.

“It’s grown every day,” VanderHeiden said.

Hutchinson’s public charter schools, New 

Discoveries Montessori Academy and New 

Century Academy, are also delivering meals 

Help from schools to families

Hutchinson school 
workers are providing 
meals, education and day 
care services to keep our 
community running
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With help from Angela Young and Keith Enstad, Lore Lewerenz handed out meals for students at the Hutchinson Recreation Center 

parking lot Monday morning. On Tuesday, the school said many of the sites — including this one — would become “drive-thru” sites 

and asked people to stay in their cars. Schools are providing the service free to students missing school.
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New Discoveries Montessori Academy 

tackled Gov. Tim Walz’ order to provide 

food for students stuck at home by 

making home deliveries.

BY DAVE ORRICK

dorrick@pioneerpress.com

Minnesota likely has more than 10 times as 

many coronavirus cases than the official num-

bers reported, health officials said Saturday.

In fact, it’s possible the state has 100 times 

more COVID-19 cases, according to the state’s 

top infectious disease official.

That would mean it’s possible that close to 

14,000 Minnesotans have been or are currently 

infected. Presumably a large portion have mild 

or even nonexistent symptoms, but could still 

be spreading the virus.

“Obviously, tenfold sounds like a lot, but it 

could be as high as 100-fold,” said Kris Ehres-

mann, director of infectious disease for the 

Minnesota Department of Health, on Saturday. 

“That’s why it’s so important to take the com-

munity mitigation seriously.”

Ehresmann’s remarks, in response to a 

reporter’s question, signify the way health 

experts here and across the nation are viewing 

the pandemic’s spread as governors and others 

consider placing the most severe restrictions 

Low testing 
means COVID-19 
numbers could be 
misleading
Minnesota could have 
10X to 100X more 
coronavirus cases than 
tests show, officials say

New York to 8 ➤

Loans to 7 ➤

Schools to 2 ➤ COVID-19 to 6 ➤


