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T
he genesis of Bill Huhner’s “silly 

little baseball collection” was in 

2008.

He was vacationing with his 

parents in Seattle when they visited 

Safeco Field, home of Major League Baseball’s 

Seattle Mariners.

“And I thought, man, I should get a souve-

nir just to represent the stadium,” Huhner 

recalled. “And so, I bought that colored ball to 

represent the team, the Seattle one, this one.”

Standing in the living room of his Litchfield 

home, Huhner pointed to a ball in the upper 

right corner of a display case that now includes 

71 baseballs representing every MLB stadium.

That trip to Seattle and the purchase of a 

single souvenir baseball were the inspiration 

to begin a collection, but what Huhner didn’t 

know at the time was that he would gather more 

than sports memorabilia over the next decade-

plus. Nearly every baseball he’s collected 

comes with a story, and many of those stories 

have nothing to do with baseball or sports, but 

instead reveal the diversity of the country and 

the kindness of strangers.

“This whole thing, it was a sports thing to 

start out, it was 100% sports,” said Huhner, 53, 

who has taught math and coached girls basket-

ball, tennis and golf for 25 years at Litchfield 

Public Schools. “And, of course, I was going to 

golf in every state, too. It turned into way more 

than that; it turned into less sports and more 

everything else — meeting people, hiking 
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Marching band is back.

After a pandemic-forced hiatus last summer, 

the Litchfield High School marching band will 

hit parade routes throughout Minnesota this 

summer.

It all starts — unofficially — with the tradi-

tional Sneak Peek performance Thursday on 

10th Street in front of Litchfield High School.

“I’m experiencing the same thing that I 

think most people are experiencing,” director 

David Ceasar said. “We got a long break, and 

it was really kind of nice. But I’m glad to be 

back, too.”

With last season lost to COVID-19, Ceasar 

said, the band had a lot of catching up to do. 
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Ditch maintenance questions prompted a 

lengthy discussion and eventual scheduling 

of a public hearing during the Meeker County 

Board meeting June 1.

The board, acting as the Ditch Authority, 

voted unanimously to schedule a public hear-

ing for a landowner’s request to have property 

removed from County Ditch 35.

The petition for removal came from Bert 

Herzog and Sharon Pingree for 54.15 acres of 

property located in Darwin Township, which 

represents about 3.76 percent of the Ditch 35 

system. Their petition said that the land does 

not benefit from the county system, the old 

drainage tile has not worked for many years, 

and that overland water does not drain toward 

Ditch 35.

Commissioners acknowledged the right 

to petition, but some questioned the appro-

priateness of the request. If approved, the 

property would be removed from the Ditch 35 

“benefits role” and would not be assessed for 

costs of repairs or inspection of the system. 

The landowner also would not be allowed to 

make improvements to put the property back 

into the Ditch 35 system without petitioning 

the county for reinstatement..

District 5 Commissioner Steve Schmitt lik-

ened the petition to a property taxpayer who 

objects to the school district portion of their 

taxes because they no longer have children 

in the district.

“Everybody’s water goes somewhere … 

that’s the way it is,” Schmitt said. “I find 

this an odd situation that we would remove a 

property from a drainage system. Your water 

still ends up in a lake somewhere, and it has 

a drainage system to get there.”

He said that such requests leave commis-

sioners “picking and choosing who’s going 

to participate in a drainage system and who 

isn’t.”

County Auditor Barb Loch suggested that 

commissioners use reviewers who are cur-

rently looking at County Ditch 17 and 19 sys-

tems to view the land in the petition.

Commissioners didn’t oppose that idea, but 

they wanted to make sure the cost of a review 

was borne by the petitioner.

“They would have to encumber the costs 

… on their own dime,” Board Chair Julie 

Bredeson of District 2 said. “I don’t think we 

need to incur the costs of a private landowner 

request.”

Kale Van Bruggen, an attorney with Rinke 

Noonan law office who is consulting with the 

county on the ditch systems, suggested that 

“to keep things moving as efficient and least 

costly as possible,” the County Board set a 

public hearing for six weeks out, while send-

ing a letter to Herzog acknowledging his peti-

tion. The letter also will state the landowner 

bears the burden of proving three criteria 

– that water from the property has been di-

verted from Ditch 35 or the property cannot 

use the ditch as an outlet, the property has 

not benefitted from the drainage system, and 

that removing the property from the system 

won’t negatively impact other property own-

ers on the system.

Commissioners approved the resolution 

allowing the petition to move forward and 

setting the public hearing for Tuesday, Aug. 3.

In other ditch action:

The County Board, acting as the Ditch Au-

thority, approved two resolutions appointing 

viewers for County Ditch 17 and 19 as part of 

initiating the redetermination of benefits and 

damages for the two systems.

County Board 
debates ditch 
request
Petitioner asks to remove 
property from system

Bill Huhner finds more than sports memorabilia during his ‘quest’

sTAFF pHOTO by bRENT scHAcHERER

Bill Huhner’s baseball collection includes a souvenir ball from every Major League Baseball team, and a ball used at each 

stadium the day he attends for a game. He needs just one ball to complete the collection — from Safeco Field in Seattle. That’s the 

open spot in the upper right of his display case. The display also includes some miscellaneous balls, like one he got during the All 

Star Game home run derby at Target Field in Minneapolis.

pHOTO cOuRTEsy bILL HuHNER

PNC Park in Pittsburgh is one of Bill 

Huhner’s favorite baseball stadiums. He 

took this photo on one of his visits to the 

the city as part of his baseball “quest.”Huhner to 12 

Collecting baseballs
and life experiences

Getting the band 
back together
After missing last 
summer, Marching 
Dragons are ready for a 
busy season

Litchfield 

High School 

marching 

band parades 

west on Third 

Street during 

the Memorial 

Day parade. 

The band steps 

off on a new 

season Sunday 

at Albertville.

Band to 12 


