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Hutchinson residents looking for a place to 

play tennis will soon have new courts to enjoy. 

The renovation projects of the Park Elementary 

and Hutchinson High School tennis courts are 

expected to be finished by Aug. 26.

According to Brian Mohr, Hutchinson 

Public Schools building director, the plan is 

to begin laying the padding and turning the 

court lights on. In February, Mohr recom-

mended post-tensioned concrete as flooring 

for the courts.

“It sits on top of the existing blacktop and 

floats on top of that,” Mohr said during the meet-

ing. “So any frost movement you get doesn’t tele-

graph through and bust it up like a traditional 

method would. ... From a playability standpoint, 

it’s a lot flatter than a traditional court.”

Post-tensioned concrete is unique in that it 

doesn’t require any excavation into the ground. 

It’s also estimated to last longer than traditional 

concrete.

Duininck Inc. of Prinsburg was given the bid 

from the School Board to renovate the courts 

at the High School, and R&R Excavating was 

given the bid from the City Council to renovate 

the Park Elementary courts.

Dolf Moon, Hutchinson parks director, said 

the Park Elementary courts were in dire need of 

repair and in danger of being shut down before 

the renovations.

“Some of the fencing was still there from the 

1950s. It had seen its better days,” Moon said. 

“There were cracks that were three fingers 

wide, and they were offset so there were trip-

ping hazards.”

The new courts at Hutchinson High School 

will be exclusively all tennis courts since the 

boys and girls tennis teams use them for compe-

tition. The Park Elementary courts will feature 

both tennis and pickleball courts.

“At the end of the day, there will be four 

concrete tennis courts at Park Elementary and 

seven pickleball courts,” Moon said. “They’re 

striped. One will be permanent where anyone 

would be able to drive up and play on the court. 

The other seven will involve setting up a pickle-

ball net. Thankfully, we have a lot of pickleball 

players. There’s probably 70 or 80 guys that play 

on a regular basis.”

Tennis courts opening end of month
Courts at Hutchinson High School and 
Park Elementary are being rebuilt
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Fences are being installed around the new tennis and pickleball courts at Park 

Elementary. These and the courts at Hutchinson High School are all being rebuilt this 

summer and are expected to be complete before the end of August.
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The Rev. Greg Tobison of Grace Lutheran Church stands soaked in the middle of “the largest water fi ght in Hutchinson.” He 

drenched his share of other water fi ghters, too, as part of the church’s annual National Night Out party Tuesday. Check out 

more pictures from Tuesday’s gatherings on page A5.

A WET AND WILD NIGHT OUT
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McLeod County is moving forward with 

a request for funds to improve another seg-

ment of the Dakota Rail Regional Trail. The 

issue was discussed among County Board 

members Tuesday after Hutchinson City 

Council declined to offer a letter of support.

Funds for the project are being sought 

from Minnesota’s Legacy Fund, which is 

comprised of tax dollars earmarked for 

natural resources, culture, parks and trails. 

Voters approved the creation of the Legacy 

Fund in 2008. Lawmakers decide how the 

money is distributed each session.

A previous grant was used to pave the 

2-mile segment of the Dakota Rail Regional 

Trail from the Carver County line to County 

Road 1 on the west end of Lester Prairie. The 

grant was for $647,000 and called for a local 

$33,000 match. To the east, the trail is paved 

to downtown Wayzata.

An overgrown 16-mile section ending in 

Hutchinson remains unpaved and in need of 

work. McLeod County Public Works director 

John Brunkhorst described the proposed 

trail project for 11 miles of that section from 

County Road 4 to County Road 1 as “basically 

everything except for paving” at a previous 

County Board meeting. If the county is of-

fered a grant based on the application, and 

if it is accepted, work will include drainage 

repairs, bridge repairs, culvert work and 

work on the gravel base.

In a letter written to the County Board, 

Hutchinson City Council Member Steve 

Cook said he offered a resolution to decline 

a letter of support because, “I felt that there 

are questions if there is a commitment to fol-

lowing the master plan that was previously 

submitted (specifically paving and extending 

the trail to Hutchinson).” He said withhold-

ing a letter didn’t mean the city no longer 

supported trail development.

He asked the county to instead submit 

the grant as a “preliminary grant” and ask 

the Greater Minnesota Regional Parks and 

Trails Commission to review it and give 

feedback. He said this should be done so 

Dakota Trail 
grant funds 
requested
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McLeod County’s wheelage tax is gone, but 

the decision to repeal it is tied to a web of other 

issues yet to be tackled.

The move to repeal the wheelage tax came 

as the first step in a plan proposed by the 

budget committee to address a shortage of 

road funds. Tuesday’s action was taken to 

meet a state deadline, but now County Board 

members must consider: a 15 percent levy 

increase vs. a 9 percent levy increase with a 

new tax, and a $10 million bond.

The wheelage tax kicked in at the begin-

ning of 2014 in response to an option allowed 

by the state to cover growing transporta-

tion expenses. It was collected when county 

residents registered their vehicles each year. 

Counties were also given the option of adding 

a sales tax. Some used both options.

McLeod County’s wheelage tax provided 

$385,000 annually, which was not enough to 

cover growing road costs. The county is cur-

rently contending with a $3 million annual 

funding gap from the state aid system meant 

to help maintain highways. The shortcoming 

is larger when county roads are considered 

as well.

“Being able to keep up with roads is getting 

pretty tough, and as a matter of fact we can’t,” 

said Board Member Paul Wright, who sits on 

the budget committee with Board Member 

Doug Krueger.

Public Works has identified numerous 

roads in need of updates, with 14 named as 

top priorities. Those roads are:

McLeod County repeals wheelage tax

County Board considering 
new options to fund road 
maintenance
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