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BY STEPHEN WIBLEMO

wiblemo@hutchinsonleader.com

Starting Monday, anyone exhibiting CO-

VID-19 symptoms may be tested at Hutchinson 

Health. That’s a significant change as tests were 

previously only available for prioritized health 

care workers, inpatients, skilled nursing and 

congregate living staff and emergency response 

personnel.

As part of an increase in COVID-19 testing 

throughout the HealthPartners network, a 

drive-up testing site is set up at Hutchinson 

Health. But people can’t just show up to be 

tested, they’ll first have to make an appointment 

by calling the clinic at 320-234-3290, according 

to Laura Templin-Howk, Hutchinson Health’s 

lab manager.

“The Hutchinson phone line will go through 

some partial screening and then forward them 

to a central hub phone line with HealthPart-

ners, and HealthPartners will go through the 

screening questions and get them on the sched-

ule,” Templin-Howk said.

The appointment is required to make sure 

the hospital has the patient’s information and 

supplies ready to make the test collection pro-

cess quick and avoid bottlenecks. During the 

phone call, patients will be asked about their 

symptoms. The common COVID-19 symptoms 

include fever, a new cough, shortness of breath, 

a sudden loss of taste and smell, and a sore 

throat. Patients can decide if they want to have 

a rapid strep test done as well.

Based on symptom severity and risk factors, 

patients will either be referred for an in-person 

visit and testing at a HealthPartners respira-

tory center, referred to a clinician for additional 

evaluation, or scheduled to a drive-up testing 

location.

COVID-19 testing at a curb near you
Hutchinson Health 
now provides drive-up 
COVID-19 testing for 
symptomatic patients
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A vehicle pulls into the intake tent in the Plaza 15 parking lot for a scheduled drive-up COVID-19 test Monday afternoon. 

Hutchinson Health now allows drive-up testing appointments for anybody with symptoms of COVID-19, but an appointment is 

required. The test collection takes less than a minute, and results are usually available within 48 to 72 hours.

BY KAY JOHNSON

johnson@hutchinsonleader.com

Do you know where your next meal is com-

ing from?

Many people don’t and the numbers are 

staggering: 10,000 cars waited for food at a San 

Antonio Food Bank distribution point. The line 

was a 1/2-mile long in both directions at the 

Second Harvest Food Bank in Anaheim, Cali-

fornia. People lined up three hours before food 

distribution in Des Moines, Iowa, and Feeding 

South Florida has seen a 600-percent jump in 

those asking for food.

The list of those needing food support during 

the COVID-19 pandemic stretches from coast to 

coast and goes on and on.

Remarkably, the opposite is happening in 

McLeod and Meeker counties. According to Len-

nie Albers, executive director of the food shelves 

in Hutchinson and Glencoe, usage is down.

“We are down 25 percent for the month of 

April compared to last year,” she said. “That 

is overall, both sites are pretty comparable. 

We’re down 21.5 percent in Glencoe and 25.7 

in Hutchinson, with an average of about 23.4 

percent overall.”

Jamie Revermann, executive director of 

the Meeker Area Food Shelf, has observed a 

decrease, too. So far, she said the Litchfield and 

Dassel sites are down a little bit from when the 

pandemic first started in March. Revermann 

believes the reasons are due to unemployment 

being good, schools getting meals out to students 

and the stimulus checks.

“Our numbers have been down a little bit be-

cause programs have been so reactive in getting 

people the funds they need right now,” she said.

Albers agreed.

“People are in a little better spot,” she said. 

“The longer we go, we expect to see more 

people.”

Although numbers are down, Albers said 

those using the shelves now range from new 

Local food shelves ready for the rush
McLeod and Meeker 
food shelves are ready to 
meet the needs of their 
communities

BY DAVE ORRICK

dorrick@pioneerpress.com

It seems like just yesterday, and it seems like 

forever ago.

In fact, it was Saturday morning, March 28, 

when Minnesotans were officially “ordered to 

stay at home” by decree of Gov. Tim Walz.

The unprecedented stripping of liberties 

would have seemed unimaginable — except that 

it was happening, or about to happen, across 

America and all over the world, in societies 

free and not.

It was, of course, the best defense that public 

health officials had to offer against the novel 

coronavirus, which had just begun to surge 

in America but had killed only five people in 

Minnesota at the time.

Sunday marked the 37th day of Minnesota 

under the closest thing we’ve experienced to a 

“lockdown.” It was to be the last. But on Thurs-

day, Walz extended the order an additional 

two weeks, until May 18. He also allowed most 

closed retailers to open for delivery and curb-

side pickup, and he pledged to soon relax restric-

tions on non-lifesaving medical procedures.

His argument for extending the stay-at-home 

order is basically this: We still don’t know 

enough about the state’s outbreak — except that 

it’s still growing — and it’s too risky to loosen 

things up any further. It’s a rationale supported 

by some and criticized by others, with some 

Republicans being the most vocal critics.

So, let’s take stock. What did those 37 days 

get us?

Obviously, a smashed economy is one result 

of the restrictions. Nearly 594,000 Minnesotans 

filed unemployment claims by the end of April. 

But many economists believe the effect of an 

unchecked pandemic would have been equally 

as bad, if not worse, and many agree that the 

economy can’t recover until the virus is under 

control.

In the fight against the virus, we gained a lot. 

What have we gained after five weeks at home?
What has the stay-at-home 
order accomplished so far, 
and what hasn’t it

Test to 3 ➤

Food shelf to 9 ➤

Order to 4 ➤
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Volunteer Richard Schenhiet gathers 

groceries at the Hutchinson site of the 

McLeod Emergency Food Shelf.


