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AT THE LIBRARY
Brickheads program brings out 

creativity through building blocks / B1
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The vision of a wellness/recreation center 

began to take shape for the Litchfield City 

Council Monday, even if in its most basic form.

The Council approved during a special meet-

ing a schematic drawing and fact sheet that will 

be used to explain the city’s plans for a wellness 

center when the Minnesota House of Represen-

tatives Bonding Committee visits next week.

The basic plan, created by Oertel Architects 

in collaboration with City Administrator David 

Cziok and City Engineer Chuck DeWolf, features 

a walking track, multipurpose sports floor, 

pickleball/activity rooms, fitness area, meeting 

rooms and office.

The drawing also includes 

an aquatics feature, which is 

separate from the city’s effort 

and dependent on Litchfield 

Public Schools voters approv-

ing an $11 million bond for a 

swimming pool that will be 

part of a referendum on Nov. 5, 

but could be included as part of 

the total wellness center plan.

“We wanted to identify (a 

swimming pool) here on the 

map so everyone can understand that we are 

still working with the school,” Cziok said.

He explained that architects worked within 

the constraints of a $10 million budget, and 

therefore “every area we look at this thing is too 

small. We had to make a lot of tough decisions 

just to get the number of rooms on this drawing 

that we did. Is there (enough) room? That’s the 

next level of conversation we need to have. We’re 

really trying to focus on financing at this stage.

“But I hope the vision’s there,” Cziok added. 

“That’s what we’re looking for from you guys 

tonight.”

With the Bonding Committee visiting Li-

tchfield Oct. 8, Cziok wanted the City Council 

Council approves initial wellness center plan
Will be part of presentation 
to House bonding 
committee next week

COurTesY OerTeL ArCHITeCTs

A drawing by Oertel Architects offers a first look at how a wellness/recreation center 

could be laid out. This initial plan will be used to illustrate the city’s ideas when the 

House Bonding Committee visits next week.

David 
Cziok
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Meeker Cooperative’s big move to making 

its Vibrant Broadband internet service avail-

able to its customers throughout the county 

received praise Thursday from Minnesota Gov. 

Tim Walz.

The governor attended a “ribbon cutting” 

ceremony at the cooperative’s headquarters in 

Litchfield during which he and other speak-

ers said that internet connectivity today is as 

important as electricity was 80-some years ago 

when rural electric cooperatives began supply-

ing that service.

“To the entire board of Meeker Coopera-

tive, you embody what community means,” 

Walz said. “This harkens back to a time when 

running that final mile of power line was a big 

undertaking. There wasn’t an economy of scale 

that made sense, but what did make sense was 

the understanding of the economic engine that 

we could turn loose.”

That theme — that broadband internet’s 

Making the 
connection
Dignitaries help Meeker 
Cooperative dedicate 
Vibrant Broadband
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Gov. Tim Walz “high-fives” former Rural Utilities Service administrator Ken Johnson 

during Meeker Cooperative’s “ribbon cutting” ceremony for its Vibrant Broadband 

service. The ceremony had the two dignitaries lifted skyward in buckets to light a 

Vibrant Broadband logo positioned on a telecommunications tower just outside the co-

op’s headquarters.
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As it does every September, the Atwater-

Cosmos-Grove City School Board has certi-

fied its estimate for what will be needed next 

year from local taxpayers.

This fall, the numbers were $107,059 

higher than last year, a 3.7 percent increase, 

bringing the local levy to slightly over $3 

million. The board can decrease that amount 

prior to certifying the final levy in December, 

but it cannot increase it.

The increase was caused by a 14.7 percent 

hike in the debt service portion of the levy, 

driven by renovations slated to occur during 

the 2020 construction season. In fact, the 

portion of the levy going to referendums, 

general education and community educa-

tion declined by 8.6, 2.8, and 9.8 percent, 

respectively.

In other financial action at its Sept. 23 

meeting, the ACGC Board decided to add a 

relatively small new construction project to 

its 2020 platter — renovating the district’s 

parking lots. Because parking facilities are 

used by the public for access, the board de-

cided, after conducting a public hearing on 

the matter, to pay for this $264,000 parking 

lot project over five years through a funding 

mechanism known as an abatement bond. 

This gives local school boards the ability 

to bond for parking and driveway projects 

through board action. Since other health and 

safety improvement projects may be funded 

through board-authorized bonds, the board 

also began the process of issuing slightly 

more than $3.8 million in 20-year facilities 

maintenance bonds.

At the meeting, Business Manager Kath-

ryn Haase distributed information indicat-

ing that, through the combination of a lower 

interest rates from the sale of bonds approved 

in the 2018 referendum, and recent legislative 

changes, the district could add the parking 

lot ($3) and other health and safety improve-

ments ($5) for a total of $8 more per year from 

ACGC Board 
proposes 3.7 
percent levy 
increase
Maintenance projects 
fuel $3 million total
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It might have seemed an odd pairing to some 

who saw St. Paul Mayor Melvin Carter tour Li-

tchfield with state Rep. Dean Urdahl last week.

Big city mayor. Rural legislator. Democrat. 

Republican.

But to the two men who spent the better part of 

the day together, it was a worthwhile opportunity.

“You listen to people in some places, and they’ll 

tell you that a community like Litchfield and a 

community like St. Paul not only have nothing 

in common, but we should be working against 

each other,” Carter said during 

a stop in downtown. “One of 

the things I’ve learned … is the 

extent to which we’re really all 

up against many of the same 

things.”

Carter’s visit, which includ-

ed breakfast at Swan’s Café, 

followed by stops at the G.A.R. 

Hall, Litchfield Opera House, 

Litchfield City Hall, First Dis-

trict Association and Litchfield 

High School, was prompted by a request from 

the mayor’s staff to Urdahl several weeks ago.

Urdahl said he wasn’t sure at the time exactly 

what the purpose of Carter’s visit might be, 

but it wasn’t all that unusual. Several years 

ago, he performed the same tour guide duties 

Finding common ground
When big city mayor 
visits rural legislator 
in small town

Mayor Melvin 
Carter
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Rep. Dean Urdahl, R-Acton Township, 

and St. Paul Mayor Melvin Carter toured 

Litchfield last week, including a stop at 

City Hall, where they talked with Mayor 

Keith Johnson in addition to some City 

Council and Litchfield School Board 

representatives. Increase to A2 

Internet to A2 

Wellness to A2 

Carter to A2 


