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TIGERS GO
TO ‘THE BANK’

Girls swimmers wrapped up
their season at state / A6

Hutchinson football played Orono
in the state semifinal game / A6
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Move-in day at Tiger Elementary
Hutchinson second- and
third-graders took a tour
of the new school they’ll
be moving into next week
BY STEPHEN WIBLEMO
wiblemo@hutchinsonleader.com

T

he halls of Tiger Elementary were
filled with the “oohs” and “aahs”
of some of Hutchinson’s youngest
learners Friday. Although work
was not quite finished, second- and
third-grade students got their first look at the
new school building.
It was the last day of class before Thanksgiving for those students. Second and third grade
won’t return to school until Tuesday, Nov. 30,
when they’ll be back at Tiger Elementary for
their first day of learning in the new building.
In the meantime, teachers and staff will use
those days off to move their classrooms from
Park Elementary.
It’s a change that both students and staff
members have anticipated since the start of
school in August.
“I think everybody is really excited. … I
know teachers have been waiting eagerly for
this for a really long time, so I’m really grateful
to see it all come through,” said second-grade
teacher Hannah Starke.
School to A10 ➤
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Students in Leah Starke’s second-grade class unpacked items and got settled into what will be their new classroom at Tiger
Elementary. Students got to see the new building for the first time Friday, but they won’t start classes there until Nov. 30.

An outsider’s view of home
An East coast transplant’s
musings on hot dish, ice
fishing and more is this
year’s One Book, One
Community read
BY KAY JOHNSON
johnson@hutchinsonleader.com
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How would you feel if Hutchinson was labeled
“the absolute worst place to live in America”?
If you’re like the folks at Red Lake Falls, Minnesota, you would take to Twitter and challenge
that assumption.
This real-life scenario played out in 2015
when Christopher Ingraham, a data reporter
for the Washington Post, wrote a story that used
as its foundation the USDA’s “natural amenities
index,” which measures U.S. counties on topics
such as climate, topography and water. Based on
the numbers, Red Lake Falls came in dead last.
While the story could have ended there, it
didn’t.
The folks at Red Lake Falls issued an invitation to Ingraham to visit their northwest
corner of Minnesota and he accepted. It’s this
experience of writing the story, visiting this
far-flung outpost of civilization and meeting
its residents that is the subject of the 2022
Hutchinson One Book, One Community read:
“If You Lived Here You’d Be Home By Now:
Why We Traded the Commuting Life for a
Little House on the Prairie” by Christopher
Ingraham.
Published in 2019, the 288-page book takes the
reader from ground zero — Ingraham’s life and
writing the story that changed it — to moving
his family to the northwest corner of the state
where the temperature can plunge to 40 degrees
below zero. This East Coast transplant had a
lot to learn about living and loving the North
Star State.
The book is an interesting combination of
data, not surprising since Ingraham is a data
reporter, and personal narrative. For instance,
the reporter almost always thought he knew
better than the natives, so there’s a certain satisfaction when he discovers there are reasons

Sara Redekopp of Hutchinson received
$10 on Small Business Saturday Nov.
28, 2020, from the Hutchinson Area
Chamber of Commerce and Tourism.
Redekopp was at the Hutchinson Health
Auxiliary when she received the gift
card and said she promptly spent it.

Shop small
for big perks
There’s lots to find on
Small Business Saturday
this weekend
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Mary Henke, chair of Hutchinson Connects, shows the cover of the 2022 One Book, One
Community selection, “If You Lived Here You’d Be Home By Now.” It’s the ninth year of
the community reading program, and beside Henke stands a stack of books of the past
eight selections ranging in authors and topics.
people do what they do.
Sportsmen will appreciate Ingraham’s introduction to deer hunting and ice fishing.
If you’re a North Country native, you may
take exception to the author’s lack of appreciation for Minnesota’s favorite foods including
Tator Tot Hot Dish. Thanks to Amazon, he
didn’t have to suffer too much.
Interested in hearing Ingraham’s story in
person? He’ll be sharing it with One Book, One
Community readers 2 p.m. Saturday, April 2, at
the Hutchinson Event Center, 1005 State High-

We break news at hutchinsonleader.com,
facebook.com/hutchleader
and twitter.com/hutchleader.
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way 15 S. Admission is free.
Looking for the perfect gift for the reader in
your life? Give a copy of the 2022 One Book, One
Community read. Whether you participate or
not, it’s a great book and one that gives insight
into things we may take for granted. Books are
available for purchase at the Village Shop and
Hutchinson Center for the Arts. The Hutchinson Public Library will have book club kits and
individual copies available to check out.

The Christmas season is just ahead, and
local businesses and advocates in Hutchinson and Litchfield are making sure there is
plenty of reason to remember to shop local.
Small Business Saturday is this weekend,
Nov. 27. The Hutchinson Area Chamber of
Commerce and Tourism is ready to hit the
ground running. Back by popular demand is
the ping-pong ball drop at 10 a.m. on Washington Avenue. Grab a ping-pong ball and
win a prize and enjoy some hot chocolate
courtesy of the Hutchinson Jaycees.
Also back is the friendly Chamber elves
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