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I
f you ever want to know what friendship 

looks like, just ask Scott Schindler. After 

Shawn Libor took the lead in renovating 

his northeast Hutchinson home to be more 

accessible, Schindler has a good frame of 

reference.

“He’s just a great friend,” Schindler said. 

“Thanks doesn’t even come close to what I feel.”

In late 2018, Schindler was paralyzed from 

the neck down in a head-on collision at County 

Road 7 and 85th Street near Stewart. He spent 

several months out of the state for surgery and 

rehab. When he returned to Hutchinson about 

a year ago, he was unable to move back into his 

home due to the challenges of moving around 

in an electric wheelchair.

Schindler hoped workers’ compensation 

would cover upgrades he needed to comfortably 

return home, but it became clear the cost of his 

needs would go beyond what he had available, 

even when accounting for aid from local dona-

tions. Libor, who met Schindler when he moved 

to Hutchinson about 20 years ago and rode mo-

torcycles with him, knew he wanted to help his 

friend have the best life he could.

“Scott really wanted to stay in that house,” 

he said. “He wanted to be back home in his 

neighborhood, not build something new. The 

only way we were going to make it work was to 

do what we had to do with the resources we had 

with everyone helping out.”

Libor, a carpenter, decided to take the lead. 

With help from an employee, and the aid of 

material suppliers offering the best deals they 

could, he volunteered the manpower necessary 

to renovate Schindler’s home.

“We basically took an existing story-and-a-

half home with a two-bedroom main floor and 

converted it to a handicap-accessible main floor 

for Scott,” Libor said. “We took two bedrooms 
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Top - Work isn’t entirely fi nished on the outside of Scott 

Schindler’s renovated home, but he is still able to greet guests 

on “the Taj Mahal of ramps” that was built by his friend, 

Shawn Libor.

Left - Shawn Libor, left, took the lead in renovating Scott 

Schindler’s home after he was paralyzed from the neck down.
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Preparing for a 
year of change

Hutchinson School 
Board looks ahead 
to 2020-21 year with 
COVID-19

Daron 

VanderHeiden

BY THAYNE JOHNSON

HHS activities director

Five new people will be honored this year 

as part of Hutchinson High School’s Wall of 

Fame Class of 2020.

Every two years HHS seeks nominees for 

a new class of Wall of Fame inductees. People 

may be nominated in five categories: coach/

adviser, athlete, fan, outstanding graduate 

and fine arts. Inductees have their photo 

added to the Wall of Fame in a hall trophy 

case outside the Hutchinson High School 

gym, along with a plaque highlighting their 

achievements.

This year’s inductees are:

Lowell Himle, coach: Himle served as a 

track and field coach for 50 years at HHS. He 

coached the field events, mainly high jump 

and shot and discus. But he also coached the 

pole vault and long and triple jump when 

needed. Lowell was the consummate coach 

— meticulous, caring, loyal and dedicated to 

his profession.

He coached many school record holders 

and state place winners, including a two-

time state champion and (at one time) the 

all-time Minnesota state record holder in the 

high jump. One year, he had five girls who 

all jumped over 5 feet in the high jump. He 

coached, at the time, school record holders 

and state place winners in the pole vault and 

the triple jump. He coached the top-10 discus 

throwers in school history. His willingness 

to help kids succeed was undeniable.

Most nights he would stay after practice to 

work with kids that, in many cases, probably 

had little chance of ever placing in a meet. 

He was always the last one off the practice 

field and the last to go home.

Ryan Dolder, athlete: Dolder is the 

2020 Wall of Fame 
inductees named 

Hutchinson High School 
adding 5 new members

Top -

Schindler’s renovated home, but he is still able to greet guests 

on “the Taj Mahal of ramps” that was built by his friend, 

Shawn Libor.

Left -

Schindler’s home after he was paralyzed from the neck down.
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A ‘Libor’ 
of love
Carpenter Shawn Libor 
worked to make Scott Schindler’s 
home more accessible

Libor to A4 ➤

School to A2 ➤

Farm to A4 ➤ Inductees to A4 ➤
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Before the Zimmerman farm became the 700-

acre corn field in Brownton that it is today, it 

began over in Germany in 1865. Gustav Andreas 

Friedrich Zimmerman, the great-grandfather 

of the Dean Zimmerman, the farm’s current 

owner, was born May 9, 1865 in West Prussin, 

Germany.

Gustav came to the U.S. with his family in 

1866. He married Louise Rickert when he was 

20 years old, and at the turn of the century he 

became a U.S. citizen. In 1892, Gustav and his 

family moved to Glencoe, where he delivered ice 

and milk and was also a partner in the Glencoe 

Zimmerman farm celebrates 100 years
This Brownton Century 
Farm has roots beginning 
in Germany
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The Zimmerman farm was recognized as an offi cial Century Farm. Members of the 

Zimmerman family are, from left, front row, Sadie the dog, Hadley Zimmerman, 

Madeline Zimmerman and Brock Zimmerman; back row, Dean Duesterhoeft, Nathan 

Zimmerman, Jane Duesterhoeft, Marie Zimmerman, Annette Zimmerman, Dean 

Zimmerman, Janel Zimmerman, Ryan Zimmerman and Molly Zimmerman.

“He built me the Taj Mahal of 
ramps.”

Scott Schindler
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In a 4 -2 vote Monday evening, the 

Hutchinson School Board chose in-person 

learning as its base learning model for the 

2020-21 school year. That 

means the plan is to open 

schools for in-person learn-

ing September, but that 

could change throughout 

the school year, or even 

before the school year be-

gins, based on the number 

of local COVID-19 cases.

Board members Byron 

Bettenhausen, Keith Kam-

rath, Brian Pollmann and 

Chris Wilke supported the 

resolution. Board members Tiffany Bar-

nard and JoEllen Kimball voted against 

it. Those in favor highlighted a desire to 

return structure to the lives of students, 

to help at-risk students, the need to aid 

students with mental health and social 

challenges, and confidence in the school’s 

health and safety plan modeled around 

state mandates. Those opposed highlighted 

concerns about the availability of personal 

protective equipment, the availability and 


