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A
nna Euerle has spent all 19 years 

of her life in the dairy industry.

From being born the daughter 

of Joan and Vaughn Euerle, who 

own and operate a rural Litchfield 

dairy farm, to studying agribusiness with a 

dairy emphasis at Ridgewater College last year, 

she’s been immersed in the industry.
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Holy cow, what a fundraiser!

Pardon the pun, but one can’t help but milk 

this Downtown Cowtown promotion for all 

it’s worth.

And it was worth plenty. At least $36,500.

That’s the amount of money bid for the 19 

imaginatively decorated fiberglass cows that 

were part of the Downtown Cowtown auction 

Thursday evening at Litchfield Civic Arena. 

An amount that left many stunned — in an 

extremely happy sort of way.

“I was flabbergasted at how much money 

these cows went for,” said Kevin Hovey, a Litch-

field Downtown Council member. “Downtown 

Council members would all get questions, ‘How 

much do you think they’ll sell for?’ I thought if 

a cow hit a thousand bucks it would be some-

thing. This was just a great outcome of a really 

fun event.”

Originally planned for Central Park in Litch-

field, the auction was moved to the Civic Arena 

due to a forecast of rain at auction time. The 

forecast was accurate as it thundered and poured 

as the auction began at 5:30 p.m., but the rain 

didn’t dampen the enthusiasm of bidders one bit.
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Two weeks after approving a back-to-school 

plan that would not require masks, the Litch-

field School Board last week discussed at length 

how to head off so-called “mask shaming.”

Chairman Darrin Ander-

son said he put the item on the 

board’s agenda, because he 

wants students to wear masks 

— or not — as they choose, 

without fear of reprisal or teas-

ing from classmates or others.

As students headed back to 

the classroom Monday, Meeker 

County has seen COVID-19 

cases continue to rise, with 

2,843 cases reported by the 

Minnesota Department of 

Health, including 46 deaths in the county. The 

case rate declined in slightly in recent weeks, 

however, as MDH reported the infection rate 

in Meeker County at 13.4 for the most recent 

reporting period (Aug. 8-14) after a rate of 15.2 

the previous week.

Statewide, according to MDH, there have 

been 16,095 cases among children 0 to 4 years 

old; 21,962 among 5-9-year-olds, 31,401 among 

10-14, and 52,214 among 15-19.

The Litchfield School Board did not need to 

take any official action, Anderson said, since 

“mask shaming” would be covered under other 

anti-bullying policies already in place in the 

district. However, he said he thought it impor-

tant to reinforce that it was not OK to criticize 

a student for their decision to either wear or not 

wear a face covering.

Board member Greg Mathews agreed, but he 

thought the board needed to make a stronger 

statement.

“I don’t want us to simply pay lip service to 

this,” Mathews said, adding that school staff 

“should look for this.”

Teachers and other staff should discuss the 

topic and be prepared to deal with it quickly and 

appropriately if it comes up “so that it doesn’t 

take off,” Mathews added.

Mask wearing has become both a “medical 

and political thing,” Mathews said, and he has 

“seen this sort of thing before” where children 

feel forced to make a bad decision.

Other board members challenged the idea 

that school staff would not react expediently 

to any issues regarding masks.

“We can’t allow any of that to go,” board 

member Alex Carlson said. “This is where I trust 

Mrs. (Superintendent Beckie) Simenson and 

administration and teachers to enforce policies. 

We don’t stand for any sort of bullying of our 

students, whether for masks or other reasons.”

Anderson agreed, saying that policies are in 

place to prevent bullying.

“We have followed the Dragon way for years,” 

Simenson said. “I don’t see that it’s any differ-

ent (from) from reporting a bullying situation.”

But Mathews persisted, saying, “We’ve got 

to do more than wait until the victim comes 

forward.”

In related action later in the meeting, the 

board approved a safe return to school plan 

acknowledging the district will following 

Minnesota Department of Health and Centers 

for Disease Control guidance that masks are 

recommended in school. The district’s policy is 

subject to change, according to CDC and MDH 

changes in guidelines, Anderson said.

The only area where masks are still required 

— in according to federal regulations — is on 

buses as students are transported to and from 

school.

School board takes 
stand against 
‘mask shaming’
Though district’s bullying 
policy covers issue, board 
discussion puts sharper 
focus on issue
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Anderson

Downtown Cowtown’s udderly fantastic conclusion
Auction raises $36,500 
for local nonprofit 
organizations

Downtown Cowtown’s colorful cows and calves were corralled in the Litchfi eld 

Civic Arena Thursday with a large crowd ready to watch — and participate in — the 

auction.

A dairy big honor
Anna Euerle looks 
forward to her role 
as state’s top dairy 
ambassador
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Princess Kay of the Milky Way Anna Euerle poses with her butter sculpture.

Anna Euerle goes nose-to-nose with her butter sculpture.

Cowtown to 5 ➤

Dairy to 5 ➤


