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Melinda Jordan relinquished her nursing 

job at Meeker Manor Rehabilitation Center 

two years ago to look after her grandchildren.

But if child care providers were abundant in 

Meeker County, Jordan would still be employed.

“My daughter was on a waiting list for a cen-

ter and had been for years,” Jordan, a Litchfield 

resident, said. “And child care providers had 

no openings, and then when she did find one, 

the lady had a baby, so no longer could watch 

them. So (her daughter’s children) had only 

been in child care for maybe a few months their 

whole life.”

Similar stories echo throughout Minnesota 

among couples who have to choose between 

either rearing a child or working, especially in 

rural areas due to lower population and meager 

resources.

U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar attempted to ad-

dress the shortage when she introduced the 

Child Care Workforce and Facilities Act bill 

in the Senate in February. The bill calls for the 

Department of Health and Human Services to 

provide states and tribal entities with grants to 

increase access to licensed child care services.

The Meeker County Child Care Team was 

formed to address the child care shortage in 

the county. The team consists of representa-

tives from Meeker County Social Services, 

Meeker County Board of Commissioners, Li-

tchfield Public Schools and ACGC, Litchfield 

Area Chamber of Commerce, Meeker County 

Economic Development, child care centers 

Stay ‘N Play Child Care Center and Kids of the 

Kingdom, as well as two family child care pro-

vider representatives, local Child Care Aware 

representatives and business community.

The team submitted a grant application 

As shortage leaves parents 
with few options, 
Meeker County group 
analyzes problem
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Lacey Sogge-Kielty of Litchfield is preparing to open her in-home child care facility as she’s about to complete her child care 

licensing process and training.
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Litchfield sports teams that pair with Dassel-

Cokato will compete under a new logo following 

action by the Litchfield School Board.

The DLC logo proposed to the board last 

month received approval on a 5-0 vote, with one 

absention, during the board’s regular meeting 

Monday.

The vote comes after a committee of adminis-

trators and coaches from Litchfield and Dassel-

Cokato schools felt a need to create a logo that 

would unify the co-op sports teams.

Board member Chase Groskreutz expected 

more discussion about the design of the logo, 

and he wasn’t sure whether the logo was for the 

whole co-op teams, based on information in the 

board agenda packet.

“Because when I read this, it says it’s for DCL 

wrestling program,” Groskreutz said.

“The logo will also be used for hockey, swim-

ming and wrestling,” Activities Director Justin 

Brown replied.

Abbey Lang, Dassel-Cokato communications 

director, spearheaded the design with the aid 

of Brett Olson, owner and production manager 

of OverTime Ink, and developed 12 logos. That 

number was reduced to the one preferred design 

presented to the Litchfield School Board at its 

meeting on Sept. 23.

The committee decided to go with a logo 

simply displaying “DLC,” where “D” and “C” 

are colored navy blue with a green outline, and 

“L” is green with a navy blue outline.

Board member Darrin Anderson asked 

Brown how the logo will be used on the uni-

forms.

“Typically, the wrestling uniforms will have 

the logo,” Brown said. “The logo will probably 

be on the shoulder of the hockey uniforms. It 

could be the front. Right now, I think, in my 

conversations with hockey coaches, they can 

still have LDC on their jerseys, and maybe a 

patch of the (DLC) logo on the side. And for 

swimming, they’ll put it on their swim cap on 

the side.”

Anderson asked whether there would be a 

need for new uniforms with the new logo on them.

“So we’re in the process of transitioning the 

girl’s hockey uniforms,” Brown said. “What 

we’ve done is, I delegated some moneys of my 

own and also have gotten some moneys from 

donations, which we’ll talk about probably 

at the next meeting, for those uniforms. And 

then the boys will be in that transition for two 

years. Because of the color change, because of 

the color agreement, that’s the reason for those 

new uniforms.

“I feel like we did a good job of letting parents 

know — notifying them and letting them know 

the direction that we were headed,” Brown said.

New logo 
approved
Litchfield School Board 
gives OK to logo for teams 
combined with D-C
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A committee of administrators and 

coaches from Litchfield and Dassel-Cokato 

schools selected this logo from a field of 12 

to be used as the new logo for the schools’ 

co-op teams.
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For some people, a safe, warm bed to sleep 

on at the end of the night can make a world of 

difference in their life.

That’s why Hutchinson’s Tammy Rolf, 

founder of the philanthropy group Daughters 

With Purpose, wants to raise money for beds 

at the Place of Hope shelter in St. Cloud, which 

serves families from Hutchinson, Litchfield and 

other local communities.

“There is a real need with homelessness in 

our community and surrounding communi-

ties,” she said. “It’s actually an epidemic wher-

ever you go, and a lot of people aren’t aware that 

this is even something that’s going on in their 

own community.”

When Place of Hope first contacted Rolf, she 

reached out to United Community Action Part-

nership to see the true impact of homelessness 

in Meeker and McLeod counties. According 

to Heather Jeseritz, family service manager 

at the UCAP chapter in Willmar, people from 

about 50 households a month from both coun-

ties require assistance. Those people are either 

facing eviction within the next 14 days or are 

already homeless on the streets.

“The faster that we can get services or 

resources to these families who are facing 

homelessness — we want to eliminate or pre-

vent a homeless situation whenever possible,” 

Jeseritz said.

McLeod and Meeker counties currently don’t 

have a facility set up to take care of homeless 

families and individuals, so most end up at the 

St. Cloud program. Place of Hope provides about 

7,000 meals a month, according to Rolf.

“I know when I was there, people from 

Hutchinson were there,” she said.

Daughters With Purpose hopes to raise 

enough money to buy 50 twin beds for the 

women and children section at Place of Hope. 

Through a special deal organized by Rolf, the 

beds cost $350 each, and several area churches 

have already donated or are organizing fund-

raisers for the cause.

Donations will be accepted through Oct. 21 

and can be sent to Daughters With Purpose at 

1440 Jefferson St. S.E., Hutchinson, MN 55350. 

People can also donate online at daughterswith-

purpose.org/give.

Along with offering a place to sleep, Place 

of Hope provides many other services to help 

Everyone needs a safe place to sleep
Daughters With Purpose 
raises money for beds for 
homeless people
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Daughters With Purpose founder 

Tammy Rolf poses with a poster board to 

promote the group’s goal of purchasing 

50 beds for the Place of Hope shelter in 

St. Cloud. The group is raising money 

toward its goal because the shelter often 

supports homeless people from McLeod 

and Meeker county.

IN SEARCH OF A 
CHILD CARE SOLUTION
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