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The bronze soldier atop the Civil War monu-

ment has stood guard over Lake Ripley Cem-

etery for 110 years.

The soldier, weighing 50 pounds and boast-

ing a rifle at his hip, does not have a name, 

but Jeanie Shoultz Doran, Litchfield resident 

and member of the Ladies of the Grand Army 

of the Republic, said he’s become her friend 

over the years. She decorates the monument, 

which stands at the center of the cemetery’s 

driveway, with wreaths on Memorial Day 

each year and cleans the cemetery in her free 

time. The cadence of flags waving in the wind 

greets individuals who frequent the cemetery 

where more than 9,000 lie at rest across from 

the shores of Lake Ripley.

The cemetery houses graves dating back to 

the 1800s, veterans and former Litchfield resi-

dents whose descendents still live in town today. 

The Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic, 

Doran and others have taken interest in the 

history and monument.

The monument, dedicated in 1909 to those 

who gave their lives in the Civil War, shows 

its age from his century-long watch. The La-

dies of the Grand Army of the Republic raised 

money for its repair in 2009, and the statue was 

rededicated and repaired on its 100-year anni-

versary. The stucco base began to crack. The 

A way to say thank youA way to say thank you
Residents raise $9,000 to 
clean, repair cemetery 
monument for Memorial Day

STAFF PHOTOS BY CAM BONELLI

The Civil War monument at the center of Lake Ripley Cemetery stands guard. Members of the Ladies of the Army and Council 

Member Betty Allen raised $9,000 in three months to have the statue cleaned before Litchfi eld’s Memorial Day ceremonies.

Though the soldier has no name, he’s 

stood guard on top of the monument at 

Lake Ripley Cemetery for 110 years.
Cemetery to A3 ➤

Buildings to A4 ➤

BY KAY JOHNSON

Monday, May 27, is Memorial Day. It is ob-

served on the last day of May. While Veterans 

Day celebrates the service of all U.S. military 

veterans, Memorial Day honors those who 

died in service to their country.

The federal holiday traces its roots to the 

years following the American Civil War. It 

was originally known as Decoration Day 

because families and friends decorated the 

graves of their loved ones.

For many years, it was observed on May 

30. This changed in 1968, when Congress es-

tablished Memorial Day as the last Monday 

in May.

On Memorial Day, the VFW Admiral 

Benson Post 2818 is responsible for planning 

the city’s observance this year. It rotates re-

sponsibilities with the Litchfield American 

Legion Post 104.

The Memorial Day observance will begin 

at 8 a.m. Monday with services for deceased 

members of the VFW and VFW Auxiliary at 

Calvary Cemetery. Next is the Memorial Day 

parade at 9:15 a.m. It starts on Third Street by 

Central Park. The parade will proceed west 

to Swift Avenue, then travel south on Swift 

Avenue to South Park. From there is the Me-

morial Day service at 10:15 a.m. at Litchfield 

Cemetery. VFW Commander James Mickel-

son will emcee the program. The featured 

speaker is Van Karg of the Disabled American 

Veterans. The service will be broadcast live 

on KFLD radio. For more information, call 

Gary Smith at 320-221-0440.

After that, Marine Corps League 985 will 

post colors at 11 a.m. at the Litchfield Opera 

House, 136 N. Marshall Ave. This will serve as 

a kickoff for the Memorial Day Great Ameri-

can Picnic from 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Opera 

House. The cost is $8 for adults, $5 for children 

and $4 for dessert. This event is sponsored by 

the Meeker County Historical Society.

Memorial Day will also be observed with 

programs in neighboring communities.

Brownton

The Brownton American Legion and its 

Auxiliary are hosting a Memorial Day ob-

servance at 10 a.m. Monday outside of the 

Brownton Community Center, 310 Second St. 

N. Following the program, a potluck lunch 

will be served at 11:30 a.m. Guests are asked 

to bring a dish to pass. For more information, 

call Marcie at 320-583-6624.

Cokato

The Cokato Museum, 175 Fourth St. S.W., 

is hosting its annual Memorial Day Open 

House from 9 a.m.-noon Monday. Visitors can 

check out the museum’s Memorial Day display 

and get a sneak peek at the up-and-coming 

exhibit featuring the history of the Cokato 

Honoring 
the fallen
On Memorial Day, we 
honor those who gave 
the last full measure of 
devotion
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The fallen to A3 ➤
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On Monday, the Litchfield City Council 

denied a Certificate of Appropriateness by Li-

tchfield business owner Ed Olson to repair his 

downtown building in a 6-1 vote with Council 

Member Ron Dingmann dissenting.

Bricks fell from the top of Olson’s building, 

located at 241 N. Sibley Ave., May 7 after a storm 

knocked them into the street, causing the city 

to put up a barricade until the safety of the 

structure could be determined. A section of the 

parapet —a protective, low wall on top of the 

roof — fell into itself and on the sidewalk. Olson 

had a contractor reinforce the north parapet 

and seal the roof. Olson’s contractor saved the 

Repairs on downtown building hit stall
After bricks fall, a 
quick-and-easy repair 
wasn’t in the cards
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A lift near 241 N. Sibley Ave. is not at work as Ed Olson, business owner in downtown 

Litchfi eld, must seek out a structural engineer’s opinion before continuing work to 

abide by historical guidelines.

Audition for community
theater this summer / B1


