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Hutchinson may soon be the owner of the 

former Econofoods building and site. The City 

Council on Tuesday approved a purchase agree-

ment with Erickson’s, the current owner of the 

lot, and if all goes as planned it will be the site 

of the city’s new police station.

After months of negotiations, the city will 

pay $650,000 for the site and building that were 

originally listed for $1.9 million, according to 

City Administrator Matt Jaunich.

“I am happy with the price,” he said.

With the City Council’s vote Tuesday, the 

process of purchasing the site will begin, which 

includes an earnest payment of $10,000.

As part of the negotiation, the city has agreed 

to purchase the building and site as is, but that 

also includes a 90-day inspection period. During 

that period, the city will conduct a survey and 

check for environmental concerns. If anything 

objectionable is found, the city may walk away 

from the deal and the down payment would be 

returned.

“We’ll do some environmental testing and 

just kind of check to make sure the site, the 

building, everything is acceptable to purchase,” 

Jaunich said. “The last thing you want to do is 

purchase something and find out it’s on a well 

or something. We don’t have any concerns. 

City buys Econofoods for $650,000
Council plans to 
build new police 
station on site
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As one problem snowballs into another, 

Minnesota farmers, propane dealers and 

many residents are caught in a balancing act.

A wet spring pushed planting back further 

than usual and harvest to late October and 

November. With moisture levels breaking 

records in Minnesota this year, farmers need 

more propane to warm crops, and unseason-

ably cold weather more than 10 degrees lower 

than usual makes the demand all the higher. 

Meanwhile, propane is needed to heat homes 

and barns more than usual as low tempera-

tures matched or beat records around the 

state following a cold snap early this week.

Temperatures were consistently below 

freezing in McLeod County through midweek, 

dipping nearly to 0 degrees early Tuesday 

morning, according to the National Weather 

Service.

Brian Thalmann, a Plato farmer and the 

past president of the Minnesota Corn Growers 

Association Board, said propane is usually 

used to bring moisture levels down in corn 

from the high teens to the lower teens. He’s 

Hutchinson City 

Council reached a 

purchase agreement 

for the former 

Econofoods building 

and site, including 

the east and west 

parking lots. The 

city plans to build a 

new police station on 

the site.
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Ag hit by propane shortage

Farmers needing to 
dry corn are having a 
difficult time
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Local dealers such as Hutchinson Co-op haven’t been able to fetch enough propane to meet a high demand, resulting in rationing.

BY JEREMY JONES

jones@hutchinsonleader.com

What’s going on with the agriculture land 

Hutchinson Public Schools owns?

With school property a common topic of late 

— namely with the passage of a bond referen-

dum to fund elementary school renovations — 

the question has cropped up a few times. The an-

swer provides a glimpse at what district leaders 

were thinking 20 years ago, and at educational 

opportunities available for students attending 

Hutchinson High School. In question is an 80-

acre plot of land southwest of the intersection 

of School Road and South Grade Road.

“This is before my time, before I was here,” 

said Superintendent Daron VanderHeiden. 

“Based on files I’ve reviewed, the way I under-

stand it is the district purchased it in October 

of 1999. They purchased it from Carl and Elaine 

Rickeman. The land that the 

middle school is on was also 

owned by Carl and Elaine 

Rickeman.”

Memos suggest the couple 

wanted to get out of farming 

and contacted the district to 

see if it wanted to purchase 

80 acres. Its proximity to the 

school caught the attention of 

administrators. Ultimately, a 

price of $600,000 was settled 

on, paid over six years with interest.

“When they purchased it (20 years ago), they 

had serious intentions of building a high school 

on that property,” VanderHeiden said. “At one 

time they were going to take our current high 

school and convert it to an elementary school 

and vacate Park Elementary.”

At one point the school also considered turn-

ing the property into green space, and the land 

was considered in past bond referendums, but 

ultimately it was decided to be cost prohibitive.

The school has no current plans for addi-

tional expansions, but the land does go to use. 

Every three years, the school bids 67 of the 80 

acres for agricultural use at about $260 per acre. 

The school takes in $17,420 each year from the 

property, and it paid $4,436 in taxes for 2019. 

The remaining 13 acres is used for education, 

and includes fields for planting and space for a 

greenhouse and other projects.

“The greenhouse is used to teach horticul-

ture class,” said Scott Marshall, an agriscience 

teacher at Hutchinson High School. “We go out 

there and we raise plants. I also use it for other 

classes. I have a floriculture class. Right now 

we are raising flowers out there so we can have 

What does school do with farmland?
Hutchinson School District owns 80 acres of ag land and plans to keep it
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It’s not every day you see your life played 

out on the big screen with actress Sienna 

Miller playing your role, but that’s what 

happened to Taya Kyle.

The year was 2014 and the movie was 

“American Sniper,” which was loosely 

based on the war memoir written by her 

husband, Chris, titled “American Sniper: 

The Autobiography of the Most Lethal 

Sniper in U.S. Military History.”

Kyle was in Hutchinson Wednesday 

night as the featured speaker at the Sa-

luting Community Heroes event at the 

Hutchinson Event Center. The nonprofit 

organization founded by Shad and Melissa 

Ketcher celebrates the selfless heroism of 

veterans and raises funds for organizations 

that provide direct services to the veteran 

community.

The Fort Worth resident spoke to a sold-

out crowd of 450 people. She shared her 

story with the hope that it will help others.

“I want people to know they’re not 

alone,” she said. “I want to provide a 

Hope and 
resistance 
to fear
National speaker 
Taya Kyle shared 
her story at Saluting 
Community Heroes 
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National speaker Taya Kyle made her 

fi rst visit to Hutchinson on Wednesday. 

She addressed the Saluting Community 

Heroes event, which is a fundraiser for 

veterans.
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