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TOP-SEEDED 
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section run ends /A7
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One hundred nine Litchfield High School seniors participated in graduation Sunday afternoon in the high school 

gymnasium. See more photos on page 2.

LHS CLASS OF 2019 GRADUATES
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After a 21-hour special session last week to 

complete budget and policy bills, the Minnesota 

Legislature passed a $48.3 billion budget for 

2020-21. Gov. Tim Walz, who was part of nego-

tiations, signed the bills Thursday and Friday.

Highlights of the budget include an increase 

in funding for education, no increase in the 

state gas tax, a tax cut for second-tier taxpayers 

and $40 million in funding for rural broadband 

expansion.

District 18A Rep. Dean Urdahl, R-Acton 

Township, said he felt good about the bills.

“One reason they are pretty good is all of 

the controversial items were taken out,” he 

said. “The gas tax didn’t happen, $68 million 

in cuts to nursing homes didn’t happen, com-

prehensive sex education across the board 

didn’t happen, to name a few.”

District 18B Rep. Glenn Gruenhagen, R-

Glencoe, said he is relatively pleased with 

how the session ended with House and Senate 

Republicans holding strong against proposed 

tax increases and policy initiatives from 

Democrats.

“I think overall, it was a compromised ses-

sion,” Gruenhagen said. “I’m encouraged about 

a lot of things, but disappointed the ‘sick tax’ 

will not sunset.”

Gruenhagen described the 2 percent tax 

on medical procedures, which pays for health 

programs but was set to expire at the end of 

the year.

District 18 Sen. Scott Newman, R-Hutchin-

son, said the legislative session was a good 

indicator of bipartisan agreement between 

the Democratic House and governor and Re-

publican Senate.

“We realized that we had to compromise,” he 

said. “That’s just what we had to do.”

EDUCATION

The $20 billion E-12 education bill increases 

the per-pupil formula by 2 percent in 2020 and 

2 percent in 2021, a $543 million increase in 

education funding from the previous bien-

nium. With the formula increase, Litchfield 

Public Schools will receive more than $215,000 

in additional funding if its enrollment does 

not change, according to district business 

manager Jesse Johnson.

Meanwhile, the increase means an increase 

of more than $500,000 for Hutchinson Public 

Schools and $300,000 for Glencoe-Silver Lake 

School District, according to Newman.

The budget invests $126 more per student. 

Walz initially proposed a $189 increase in 

per-pupil funding, which the House matched, 

House, Senate compromise on $48.3B budget
Local legislators were 
mostly pleased with the 
special session’s results
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The MnDOT reconstruction project of Fourth 

Street from Highway 12 to the outlet at Jewett 

Creek (N. Donnelly Ave.) begins this week.

Those needing to access Fourth Street will 

need to take a detour.

The project includes a drainage pond, which 

will be constructed on the west side of Jewett 

Creek with work on the pond starting after July 

4. The drainage pond will take approximately 

two months to complete, according to MnDOT. 

The Fourth Street project is the first phase of 

the Highway 12 project, which will take two 

construction seasons to complete.

Starting in the spring of 2020, MnDOT will 

start reconstructing Highway 12 from Fourth 

Street to E. Commercial Street.

The City of Litchfield will update utilities 

(sanitary sewer and water) during the 2020 

construction season.

Benefits of the project include a smoother 

road surface, modernized sanitary sewer and 

water and improved drainage. Landwehr Con-

struction is the contractor for both phases of 

the project.

For more information on the project, please 

visit the project webpage at mndot.gov/d8/

projects/hwy12litchfield.

For updated road condition information, call 

511 or visit www.511mn.org.

Fourth Street 
construction begins
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Construction crews begin work on Fourth 

Street in Litchfield for the 2019 phase of 

the MnDOT street reconstruction project.
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As Litchfield Public Schools prepares for a 

fall referendum, a task force presented recom-

mendations for facility and educational needs 

during the May 28 school board meeting.

District facility task force members Hannah 

Hanson, Chris Beach and Vanessa Lopez, and 

ICS Consultant Ryan Hoffman spoke to the 

board, suggesting the levy should focus on ad-

dressing educational and space needs, safety 

and security, physical condition and infrastruc-

ture of district buildings, collaborative learning 

and co-curricular activities, and community. 

After meeting seven times over three months, 

the task force reviewed information to help 

establish the district’s needs. The task force 

prioritized the needs in order of importance, 

stating it was critical to put education first, 

followed by space needs.

The task force identified needs and looked at 

the drivers behind those, Beach said.

“We all came in with separate needs, but the 

drivers brought us together,” he said.

The task force recommended that Lake Ri-

pley Elementary School should be prioritized. 

Beach said after touring the district facilities 

and seeing other districts’ schools, it is apparent 

Lake Ripley School is cramped and outdated. 

‘We can’t be cheap’

Facilities task force 
presents findings to 
Litchfield School Board
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Litchfield School District’s preliminary bud-

get for the 2019-2020 school year shows a deficit of 

$939,527 due to expenditures exceeding revenues. 

The projected budget suggests the district will 

have general fund revenue of $17.7 million and 

expenses of $18.5 for 2020.

Business Manager of Litchfield School District 

Jesse Johnson said the numbers have been trend-

ing this way for the past few years.

“The average expense increase per year is 1.95 

percent with our average revenue increases at 

1.22 percent per year,” he said.

Johnson said the budget, fund balance, and 

cash reserves are tools he uses to gauge the dis-

trict’s financial health. At the district’s current 

rate of cash flow, the preliminary budget suggests 

a deficit of $824,404 for the general fund, which is 

used to pay salaries, $23,839 in the food service 

fund and $74,899 in the community education 

fund. None of these funds is co-mingled and exists 

in separate accounts.

Johnson said the expenditures growing at this 

rate means a few things.

“The cost of supplies, employee costs, benefit 

costs and inflation are a few reasons the expen-

ditures are going up,” he said. “Seventy-four 

percent of our costs are salaries. We don’t control 

the cost of materials, daily products. There’s go-

ing to be increased costs like utilities — those 

will continue to climb. Many of our contracts 

are negotiated.”

Several outcomes could occur, according to 

Johnson. The school board will need to make 

decisions on cost-cutting methods based on rec-

ommendations.

“We need to have a net cut of 1 percent per year 

to break even by 2022,” he said.

Essentially, the district will need to cut costs 

by $500,000 per year and increase its revenue 

over the next few years to make sure it does not 

go into statutory operating debt.

“The state of Minnesota doesn’t allow for 

statutory operating debt,” Johnson said. The 

district will be required to create and implement 

a Special Operating Plan if operating debt is more 

than 2.5 percent of the most recent fiscal year’s 

expenditure amount. I don’t think this school 

board would allow that to happen.”

District’s prelim budget suggests $824K general fund deficit
District may need to make 
choices in coming months
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