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“We just need to step up.”

Hutchinson Health President Jim Lyons 

implored Hutchinson residents 

to take COVID-19 precautions 

seriously when Mayor Gary 

Forcier invited him to speak 

at the Tuesday, Nov. 10, City 

Council meeting.

Lyons said 1,200 people were 

hospitalized in Minnesota that 

day, double the number from 

two weeks ago, with the state 

now averaging 4,400 cases of 

COVID-19 diagnosed per day. 

That’s a climb of 142% in a 

week. Case numbers have continued to ramp 

up since then, with 8,689 new cases announced 

Nov. 15, and another 7,553 new cases announced 

Nov. 16.

“In McLeod County, we have on average 32 

cases daily right now,” Lyons said. “That’s up 

from 13 one week ago.”

Hutchinson Health saw one to two patients 

per day for the past few months.

“Now we’re at four-five COVID patients on 

average per day in the hospital,” he said. “We’re 

doing more COVID tests per day than at any 

other time this year. Positivity rate was running 

at 5-6% at the end of October. It’s now running 

27-32%. It’s here, folks. It’s in our community. 

It’s real and it is a public health issue. It’s not a 

political issue.”

Lyons said the biggest challenge is the num-

ber of beds available, with statewide availability 

of ICU beds sometimes down to single digits 

lately. Just because hospitals are dealing with 

COVID-19 doesn’t mean other health issues stop. 

Hospitals are starting to make hard choices 

about putting off other medical care patients 

need, which could lead to larger issues down 

the road.

As of Monday morning, McLeod County had 

recorded 1,376 COVID-19 cases and six deaths.

PROTECTING NEIGHBORS

Following the meeting, Forcier took to Face-

book to encourage Hutchinson residents to take 

precautions.

“COVID-19 is spreading at an alarming rate 
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Experience is important for a lot of busi-

nesses. People are more likely to trust an 

experienced mechanic when they need their 

car fixed, or an experienced doctor when they 

are having health problems.

When it comes to picking hairdressers, 

experience is equally as important. Thanks to 

COVID-19, patrons at Tangles Salon and Spa 

in Hutchinson know they are benefitting from 

more than 246 years of combined knowledge.

Six seasoned hairdressers work in the cozy 

salon on Second Avenue Southeast, each with 

decades of experience under their aprons: Bev 

Czmowski, 50 years; Val Severson, 34 years; 

Deborah Heilman, 50 years; Beth Fruetel, 

32 years; Chris Carrigan, 31 years; and Debi 

Decker, 47 years.

While they’ve all worked with each other at 

one time or another, especially at Barberettes 

on State Highway 7, this is the first time all six 

have been under one roof, and it’s all because 

of the pandemic.

Following the closure of Barberettes in 

February, Fruetel and Heilman began work-

ing at the salon at Ecumen Oaks and Pines. 

After just a few days, though, they were no 

longer allowed back in the assisted living 

facility as the state began to go into lockdown. 

That’s when they made a call to Severson, the 

owner of Tangles.

“I knew them and I had room for it, so I said 

fine,” Severson said. “I thought they were go-

ing to be here temporarily, but now it’s a little 

more than temporarily. But they can be here 
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The COVID-19 situation in McLeod County 

is rapidly changing and Hutchinson Public 

Schools have made plans to keep up.

Changes were announced last week to move 

all secondary students to distance learning 

starting Monday, Nov. 16. All elementary stu-

dents began hybrid learning Monday, Nov. 16, 

and they will move to full distance learning 

Monday, Nov. 30.

At the Nov. 9 School Board 

meeting, Superintendent Da-

ron VanderHeiden reported 

the district had 12 confirmed 

COVID-19 cases among stu-

dents — three at the elemen-

tary level and nine at the 

secondary level. Three staff 

were confirmed to have CO-

VID-19. As a result of those 

cases and other cases in the 

community, 200 students and 28 staff have been 

quarantined as a precaution. VanderHeiden 

said the quarantine numbers are comparable 

to other districts.

The quarantine of staff has made it chal-

lenging for the school to maintain sufficient 

substitute teachers.

“If that number continues, it will even be 

more of a challenge where we might not be able 

to provide all the services we need,” VanderHe-

iden said.

In recent weeks, McLeod County Health and 

Human Services has anticipated a spike in lo-

cal COVID-19 cases and believes the trend will 

continue. On Nov. 16, the county reached 1,376 

cases. A week prior there were 1,080 cases, up 

from 755 cases a week before then.

The school district has been tracking the 

climb as well, and watching the county’s 14-day 

new case rate per 10,000 residents. The state uses 

this model to advise schools on which learning 

model is most appropriate. New 14-day case 

rates are released by the state every Thursday, 

but they always reflect rates from two weeks 

prior. Schools are directed to use more cau-

tious models — including a hybrid model with 

half the student body learning from home, and 

complete digital learning from home — as the 

number increases.

On Nov. 5, the county’s rate was 18.14. On Nov. 

12 it reached 40.47. With a rate of 40, schools are 

usually advised to move secondary students to 

distance learning, and elementary students to 

hybrid learning. With a rate above 50, schools 

are usually advised to have complete distance 

learning.

VanderHeiden told board members current 

data showed the Nov. 19 rate could be between 

80 and 100, and beyond that it was unknown.

“We were one of the shining stars in Min-

nesota with one of the lowest rates, now three 

weeks later we’re toward the top,” VanderHe-

iden said.
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Bars and restaurants, wedding receptions 

and social gatherings are the targets of new re-

strictions Gov. Tim Walz announced last week.

“We are in the midst of a significant surge,” 

Walz said, citing rising COVID-19 case num-

bers.

Minnesota has seen about 224,000 cases and 

2,961 deaths since the outbreak began. State 

health officials announced 7,553 new cases 

Monday morning and 8,689 the day before. Re-

cent death counts are regularly in the double 

digits, according to state data.

Walz said that during previous national 

Mayor: health guidelines ‘extremely important’
Hospital president gives 
grim warning on rising 
COVID-19 cases in 
Hutchinson community
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As the need for more COVID-19 testing has increased around McLeod County, 

Hutchinson Health has increased the capabilities of its drive-thru testing to meet the 

demand.
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Schools prepare for swift shift to distance learning
Secondary students 
are learning virtually, 
elementary students will 
soon follow
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Brought together by the pandemic
More than two centuries of 
experience under one roof 
at Tangles
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Hairdressers Val Severson, Chris Carrigan, Beth Fruetel, Deborah Heilman, Bev 

Czmowski and Debi Decker bring more than 246 years of experience to Tangles in 

Hutchinson, and it was the pandemic that brought them all together under one roof.

New COVID 
restrictions 
include bars, 
restaurants
Hutchinson police 
discuss enforcement of 
new restrictions
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