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T
hree Litchfield teens reached the 

pinnacle of Scouting as they became 

Eagle Scouts during a ceremony 

Sunday at First Lutheran Church.

But the achievement, while cer-

tainly a moment to celebrate — they are the 

first Litchfield Boys Scouts to earn the rank 

since 2014 — seemed to take a back seat to the 

journey for Riley Defries, Sam Dougherty and 

Levi Schmidt when they sat down to discuss 

the coming Eagle Scout Court of Honor last 

week.

Reaching the organization’s highest rank 

came after nearly seven years of participa-

tion in meetings, camping trips and service 

projects that helped shape them, not just as 

Boy Scouts but as people, they said.

“There’s so many things in Boy Scouts that 

I don’t really think about, because we just did 

it,” Dougherty said. “Things that we know how 

to do or even if we’re not experts on it, we know 

how to do or have done it before.

“I think, just at that one trip, how many 

things did we do?” Dougherty said, recall-

ing a Boy Scout camp from years ago. “We 
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Surging COVID-19 cases prompted Litch-

field Public Schools administrators to initiate 

a targeted containment strategy last week.

Superintendent Beckie Simenson told 

Litchfield School Board members during 

their meeting April 12 that all of the district’s 

fifth-graders would move to 

distance learning for a 10-

day period, April 13-20. The 

district notified parents of the 

switch via an email April 13.

“We’re going to try this. I 

know it’s very frustrating,” 

Simenson said as she an-

nounced the plan that affected 

only fifth-grade students, and 

would keep them out of school 

for five instructional days.

During that time the fifth-graders attended 

class online. Any siblings of the fifth-graders 

could attend school in person, as long as no one 

in the home has COVID-19 symptoms.

Simenson said she knew many — especially 

the fifth-graders and their parents — might 

ask why the district would “punish” even 

students not exposed to the COVID-19 virus. 

“The answer is to keep them safe,” she said, 

from exposure the district and its COVID 

incident command team know was circulat-

ing in the fifth-grade classrooms at Litchfield 

Middle School.

Without the targeted quarantining of all 

fifth-graders, Simenson said, the district 

would have to consider a modified schedule for 

the entire middle school, either all students in 

a hybrid schedule or in distance learning, “and 

those would be the last possible solutions.”

According to a letter from LMS Principal 

Minnesota farms saw improved profitabil-

ity in 2020, despite the challenges COVID-19 

created.

Much of this increased profitability was 

related to improved commodity prices in the 

third and fourth quarters of 2020, according 

to a report released at the end of March by 

University of Minnesota Extension, but govern-

ment payments also played a role in many state 

farmers avoiding another year of low profits.

Median net farm income for Minnesota farms 

reached $106,969 in 2020. This was a welcome in-

crease after seven years of low profitability, Ex-

tension reported. When adjusted for inflation, 

2020 farm profits were above average compared 

to the historical records tracked by University 

of Minnesota Extension and the Minnesota 

State Agricultural Centers of Excellence. Over-

all, the average Minnesota farm saw improved 

working capital, positive earned net worth 

change and improved debt coverage in 2020.

“Minnesota farms have faced many struggles 

in recent years,” said Pauline Van Nurden of 

the University of Minnesota’s Center for Farm 

Financial Management. “This past year’s in-

creased profitability has given many a sigh of 

relief and renewed hope for the future of their 

farm.”

All farm types experienced positive net farm 

income last year, something not seen since 2014. 

For much of the year, the pandemic created 

considerable uncertainty and many challenges 

for farms and small businesses alike. Without 

the commodity price improvements and gov-

ernment payments received, Minnesota farms 

would have experienced an eighth year of low 

profits.

“Government support payments played a cru-

cial role for our farms during the initial phases 

of the pandemic,” said Keith Olander of the 

Minnesota State Northern Agricultural Cen-

ter of Excellence. “Federal and state programs 

benefitted farmers and rural small businesses 

in their time of need.”

Government payments accounted for 12 

percent of gross farm income for the average 

producer last year. Many of these payments 

were related to the pandemic and disasters 

from previous years. Market and supply chain 

disruptions loomed large in April and May, but 

most farms were able to endure and continue 

operations.

This analysis includes 2,225 participants in 

Minnesota State Farm Business Management 

programs and 105 members of the Southwest 

Farm Business Management Association. Par-

ticipating farmers represent approximately 10 
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COVID to 8 ➤

Some good 
news on 
the farm
Report finds farmers’ 
bottom line improved 
during otherwise 
unpredictable 2020

The median income for crop farms in 

Minnesota was $109,774 during 2020, 

according to a report from University of 

Minnesota Extension.

Soaring like 

EAGLES
Three Litchfield teens achieve Boy Scouts’ highest rank
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Sam Dougherty, Riley Defries and Levi Schmidt all advanced to Eagle Scout, the 

highest rank in Boy Scouts, during a court of honor Sunday. They are the fi rst Eagle 

Scouts in the Litchfi eld troop since 2014.

The Boy Scout sash holds some of the 

merit badges earned by Litchfi eld Eagle 

Scouts Riley Defries, Sam Dougherty and 

Levi Schmidt. Though each of the Scouts 

earned 29 or 30 merit badges, they all 

agreed that it wasn’t pursuit of badges 

— but the thrill of learning new skills — 

that kept them in Boy Scouts through the 

years.

Striking a balance amid pandemic concerns
Litchfield Public Schools 
continues to balance 
COVID-19 exposure,
in-school instruction

Beckie 

Simenson


