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Danna Burgos made her appearance six 

days late but just in time to earn the title of 

the first baby of the New Year at the Meeker 

Memorial Hospital.

Parents Jose and Mayra Burgos, and 

daughters Dannyela, 3, and Abbygail, 9, 

welcomed 7-pound Danna into the world at 

1:42 p.m. Jan. 1.

“When I was pregnant, I 

was thinking I wanted a boy 

because I had two girls, but 

I’m so happy with a girl,” 

Mayra said.

Since the baby was past due 

several days, Mayra and Jose, 

who live in Willmar, headed 

to Meeker Memorial around 

12:45 p.m. Dec. 31, Mayra said.

Mayra and her physician, 

Dr. Pamela Brett, agreed on 

inducing labor.

“And we waited for 12 hours,” Mayra said, 

which helped with the birthing process. “And 

she did another induction again Jan. 1, and 

Danna was born fast.”

Danna was named after her father’s middle 

name Daniel, or Danny, which he is called in 

Puerto Rico by most of his friends, Mayra said.

Mayra said since her first two daughters 

were born at Meeker Memorial Hospital, she 

wanted the same for Danna.

“I like how the people work in here,” she 

said. “That’s why I’m coming — all the time 

— in this hospital.”

Big sister Abbygail said she’s happy, excited 

and grateful for having Danna in her family. 

When Danna matures, Abbygail looks forward 

to teaching her the alphabet, math and sing-

ing, she said.

“Because usually I have one sister and (will) 

have two to play with you when she grows up 

more,” she added.
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The Meeker County Child Care Team is pre-

paring to analyze results from four surveys 

aimed at addressing the shortage of child care 

providers in the county.

As a result of the child care shortage, the 

Meeker County Child Care Team was formed. 

It consists of representatives from Meeker 

County Social Services, Meeker County Board 

of Commissioners, Litchfield Public Schools 

and ACGC, as well as local businesses, organi-

zations, child care centers and in-home child 

care providers.

“So questions about what would be the No. 

1 priority for child care, and what would (peo-

ple) like to see in child care,” Colleen Kotila, 

owner of Stay ‘N Play Child Care Center and 

leader of the Meeker County Child Care Team, 

said of the types of questions the survey asks.

“Some of the things are … safety of their 

children,” she continued. “And they want to 

have a choice. Some people want to have cen-

ter care, some people want to have in-home 

care. But we will know the results from those 

surveys on the night of the town hall event.”

The child care task force is gathering 
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Litchfield City Council decided Monday 

to hire Wold Architects and Engineers to 

assist the city in assembling a plan for a city 

wellness/recreation center.

Wold was one of four firms asked by City 

Administrator David Cziok to reply to a 

request for proposals to assist with public 

engagement and making 

recommendations on work 

to be done for a wellness/

recreation center. The other 

firms were DeVetter Design 

Group, Oertel Architects 

and JLG sport architects.

Based in Minneapolis, 

Wold Architects and En-

gineers is well-known for 

past work with Litchfield 

Public Schools on a number 

of building projects. Wold 

also worked with the city, school district and 

Meeker County on improvements to Bernie 

Aaker Auditorium several years ago.

Wold’s response included a price tag of 

$18,000, which covers planning and program-

ming services, as well as community engage-

ment meetings.

In his reply to the city’s RFP, Wold partner 

John McNamara highlighted the company’s 

work with governments in the region, includ-

ing the Redwood Area Community Center 

and Senior Center expansion in Redwood 

Falls, and Hutchinson’s conversion of a gro-

cery store to city facility.

“Over the years, we have had the plea-

sure of working on many community center 

projects for both municipalities and school 

districts,” McNamara wrote. “We firmly 

believe that our experience in the planning 

and design of intergenerational community 

activity centers and school facilities makes 

Wold an exceptional choice for the City of 

Litchfield to partner with for this important 

project.”

Contracting with a firm that is somewhat 

familiar with the city and school, and that 

will be able to launch planning quickly was 

an important factor for some City Council 

members, who are concerned about the 

project timeline.

In the RFP, Cziok said the firm chosen 

to lead the project would need to prepare a 

plan that identifies recreational amenities, 

a working budget, rough programming 

schedule and estimated annual operating 

budget — all by March 1.

That deadline is important, as the city 

needs a plan to present to state legislators. 

The city will be asking for at least $5 million 

in state bonding money to help fund construc-

tion of a wellness/recreation center. In addi-

tion, the city will request permission from 

the Legislature to implement a local option 

sales tax that also will fund construction. If 

approved by the Legislature, the sales tax 

option would be decided with a referendum 

in November.
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NEW YEAR’S BABY
Danna Burgos is first baby 
born in 2020 at Meeker 
Memorial
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Jose Burgos holds his daughter Danna, along with his wife, Mayra, and daughters Abbygail, 9, and Dannyela, 3.
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