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The Boy Scouts of America has filed for 

bankruptcy in the face of about 300 lawsuits 

from men alleging sexual abuse. And while 

the future of BSA properties around the United 

States is still in question, it appears Hutchin-

son’s Boy Scout and Cub Scout troops won’t 

face disruption.

Boy Scout Troop 623, Boy Scout Troop 246, 

Cub Scout Pack 3246 and Cub Scout Pack 3236, 

all of Hutchinson, are part of the Northern Star 

Council.

“In a word, ‘no,’ there will be no changes,” 

said Brett Rasmussen, scout master of Troop 

623. “(Northern Star is) independent and self-

sufficient from the national organization.”

He said he’s heard news reports indicating 

there may be a trickle down effect from the 

national organization.

“We’ll see,” he said. “As of right now, going 

forward, it’s business as usual. ... Everyone in 

Hutchinson is part of Northern Star Council. 

It’s one of the largest sizewise and for youth 

numbers. It’s top five.”

Though the national organization approves 

Eagle Scout projects, Northern Star Council 

handles most scout advancements. Rasmussen 

doesn’t foresee any change for the day-to-day 

operations of his 25-youth troop.

In a statement, Northern Star Council said 

it was separately incorporated from BSA and 

financially sound.

“All of our camps, programs, trainings, 

meetings and activities will continue uninter-

rupted,” reads the statement.

Dean Loncorich, Cubmaster of Troop 3236, 

confirmed Cub Scout troops had received the 

same message.

“Nothing is going to change as far as pro-

grams or anything like that,” he said.

He noted that many of the lawsuits against 

BSA date back 30 years.

“They have really, really strengthened what 

they call youth protection,” Loncorich said. 

“There is mandatory, every year, two hours 

of online training plus background checks of 

youth leaders. This doesn’t downplay what hap-

pened. But they are trying to be proactive from 

stopping it from happening anymore.”

He said the Northern Star Council had in-

creased its fee rates to increase troop protection 

training.

BSA ‘DEVASTATED’ ABOUT ALLEGATIONS

BSA filed for Chapter 11, which means it may 

attempt to create a plan to reorganize and stay 

together while paying debts over time.

In a press release, St. Paul law firm Jeff 
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of America bankruptcy
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Hutchinson area Boy Scouts pitch in with numerous service projects each year. 

For instance, they help with Flag Day ceremonies, such as when they displayed the 

evolution of the American Flag in 2018 as pictured above.
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The McLeod County Board is moving closer 

to the launch of a roughly $7 million project to 

extend Morningside Drive in Glencoe.

At its meeting Tuesday, board members ap-

proved two items related to the project that were 

tabled for review two weeks prior. Those items 

are toward the end of a checklist that will lead 

to the county seeking construction bids.

One item sought the approval of a mainte-

nance agreement with Twin Cities and Western 

Railroad Co. not to exceed $1.29 million. Funds 

will come from the highway construction bud-

get but ultimately be split with Glencoe. The 

maintenance agreement includes improve-

ments to safety with railroad siding extensions 

and emergency vehicle access for which TCW 

will largely pay. The agreement is required for 

state aid for a railroad crossing.

The board also approved an additional $74,010 

to reimburse engineering firm Short Elliont 

Hendrickson for additional work as a result of 

the project’s increased scope.

During the Feb. 4 meeting, Board Vice Chair 

Doug Krueger said his support and constituent 

support for the project had eroded as costs went 

up. He pushed for the items to be tabled for fur-

ther discussion.

The project would extend Morningside Drive 

to 16th Street on the northeast side of Glencoe, 

near Coborn’s grocery store. It was pitched as 

a $2 million undertaking in 2005, but the price 

tag grew as the project grew to take on wetland 

mitigation, property acquisitions and ease-

ments and maintenance required to cross the 

railroad. Engineering and testing costs doubled 

over time due to the growing scope.

Between the two County Board meetings, the 

budget committee met to review the project’s 

scope and cost, and its funding sources, and 

met with project partners. McLeod County and 

Glencoe split the largest share of project costs 

($1.97 million each) with another large contri-

bution from the state ($2.35 million). Federal 

$7M Morningside 
project moves on

Railroad agreement brings 
county closer to launching 
Glencoe road project
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While school breaks often mean family vaca-

tions and weekend excursions, it can also be 

a time of learning and personal enrichment.

If you’re a student in fourth through ninth 

grade and your spring break involves a stayca-

tion in town, jazz it up with YoungStars direc-

tor Cassie Jurgenson’s second Youth Musical 

Theatre Intensive workshop. The three-day 

class is 9:30 a.m.-12:15 p.m. Wednesday through 

Friday, March 11-13, at the Hutchinson Middle 

Help your young star become a triple threat
Second Youth Musical 
Theatre Intensive is 
planned for Hutchinson’s 
spring break
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Acting instructor Bailey Fields leads fourth- through sixth-grade students through a 

movement warm-up exercise.
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In Minnesota, hemp farming looks differ-

ent these days. Joe Radinovich, the executive 

director of the Minnesota Hemp Association, 

has one word to describe it: an “explosion.”

In 2018, only 10 percent of the state’s 700 

acres of hemp were used to produce CBD, ac-

cording to the MHA. By 2019, the state grew 

8,000 acres of hemp and used 400,000 indoor 

square feet of growing space, 78 percent of 

which was used to produce CBD.

“There’s been this explosion, obviously, 

in the extraction market,” said Radinovich, 

who previously ran to represent the 8th 

District in Congress in 2018 and now leads 

the MHA.

But there’s a problem for hemp farmers 

and refiners: Hemp prices are falling as 

CBD demand isn’t matching production. 

At the same time, CBD products cannot be 

marketed as dietary supplements or health 

products, meaning they have very narrow 

opportunity to be sold.

Rep. Collin Peterson’s bill H.R.5587, would 

change the way the Food 

and Drug Administration 

regulates CBD-products, al-

lowing CBD to be marketed 

as a dietary supplement. 

Additionally, it would re-

quire the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture to study market 

barriers for hemp.

“I know folks in my dis-

trict that are excited about 

the potential for hemp, and 

while I want them to rec-

ognize that there’s still a ways to go yet, I 

also want to help establish a roadmap to get 

there,” Peterson, the Chair of the House Ag-

riculture Committee, told MinnPost.

“That’s what the bill is about,” he said, 

“setting a path to viability for hemp and CBD 

that focuses on the people who produce it.”

THE HISTORY

Peterson’s bill is a small chip at much 

larger barriers for the hemp market.

“One thing that’s kind of holding it back 

is still a sense that we don’t know where 

these regulations are going. And I think that 

Chairman Peterson’s bill is a good step,” said 

Radinovich.

Hemp is a strain of cannabis specifically 

grown for industrial use. Unlike the com-

monly used drug form, hemp has low levels 

of THC, tetrahydrocannabinol, the primary 

psychoactive compound in the plant. Any 

plant with a THC content over 0.3 percent is 

classified as an illegal drug by the federal 

government. While extraction from cannabis 

varieties with higher THC content is illegal, 

CBD, or cannabidiol, can as of recently be 

extracted from hemp.

The history of hemp farming has been 

fraught with regulatory hurdles. Federal 

law passed in 1937, the Marihuana Tax Act, 

did not distinguish hemp from other can-

nabis, effectively making hemp production 
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