
INSIDE   

TO REACH US

OPINION/4 TrIbuTes/5 FAITH/6 bACK THeN/7 PublIC sAFeTy/7 ClAssIFIeds/10

PHONe: (320) 693-3266 FAX: (320) 693-9177 e-MAIl: News@INdePeNdeNTreVIew.NeT Or AdVerTIsING@INdePeNdeNTreVIew.NeT

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1, 2020

AN EGG HUNT 
GONE WRONG
Error made 1970 
hunt interesting / 7

$1.50 ON NEWSSTANDS

A CROW RIVER MEDIA 
NEWSPAPER

SINCE 1876

LITCHFIELD

Independent ReviewIndependent Review
SUPER SEND-OFF 

FOR A FRIEND
Fond farewell despite 

pandemic-shortened stay / 3

BY SARV MITHAQIYAN

smithaqiyan@independentreview.net

W
ith face mask supply running 

low and the demand running 

high, about 70 Litchfield wom-

en hope to provide at least some 

assistance by creating thou-

sands of the masks for those who need them.

DeAnn Rothstein, co-owner of DeAnn’s 

Country Village Shoppe in downtown Litch-

field, said she saw a social media post that 

talked about the need for more face masks due 

to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, and 

she saw a way to pitch in. She helped rally a 

team of local women — who dubbed themselves 

the Masked Mamas — and came together to 

make about 500 masks in a week. And they 

plan to continue making more, Rothstein said.

“We would like to get to the point where we 

can put them at the grocery stores for the se-

niors to wear when they come into the grocery 

stores,” Rothstein said. “People need them. 

They should not be walking around without 

them. … It’s not like an N-95 mask, but it will 

extend the life of a disposable mask.

Although an N-95 mask is recommended 

by the Centers for Disease and Prevention as 

BY VINNY HARVIEUX

sports@independentreview.net

John Carlson recently watched a recording 

of the 2000 State Class AA boys basketball 

championship game after cleaning out his 

basement, almost 20 years to the day since 

Litchfield claimed the title.

“It’s still a very good memory, but we’ve 

experienced a lot of great things,” said Carlson, 

who coached the Dragons. “We’ve played in 

five state tournaments counting that one, so it 

kind of broke the ice for us. It made it possible 

to go to the state tournament and challenge for 

a championship.”

Many of the players from that team had a 

hard time believing that it has been 20 years 

since that magical season, when the Dragons 

posted a 30-0 record and grabbed the attention 

of not just the Litchfield area but the entire 

state.

“Patients come in here from all over the 

area that continue to talk about the 2000 state 

championship,” said Chris Patten, a Litchfield 

chiropractor who was co-captain of the teams 

20 years ago. “For that to continue to happen, it 

had a pretty good impression on the basketball 

lovers in this area, which is pretty amazing.”

“We all knew we had something special,” 

said sixth man Brent VanLiere, who now lives 

in California. “It was our goal from Day 1 to go 

to the state tournament and 

try and win it.”

The team featured a sti-

fling full-court press defense 

and forced turnovers that 

turned into fast break baskets 

with regularity. No one could 

run with the team and that’s 

one thing that made them 

special. But Carlson believes 

that there was something else 

that made the 2000 team and 

those that followed successful: leadership and 

the reserves.

“(The reserves) that just battled every day 

in practice and we got better every day because 

of our reserves,” Carlson said.

Practice was where the Dragons separated 

themselves from the rest of the pack. Having 

such a deep team — a lot of the players said 

their bench would have been the second best 

team in the West Central Conference — al-

lowed the starters to practice against quality 

opponents and not lose a step in the games. The 

practices had a game-like intensity to them, 

which was exactly what Carlson wanted.

“I think coach Carlson’s attitude was, ‘if you 

guys practice hard in practice, then we don’t 

have to do much conditioning, because I know 

you guys are working hard.’” Patten said. “So 

it was a battle, all out battle.”

“With that, we got more playing time at the 

end of games because the games were out of 

hand,” said Zach Piepenburg, a reserve on the 

2000 team, who is now a teacher and Litchfield 

girls basketball assistant coach.

Carlson said that one time he looked at the 

BY BRENT SCHACHERER

schacherer@hutchinsonleader.com

Steve Dille spent more than 

two decades interacting with 

Minnesota’s power elite and, 

sometimes, making decisions 

that made him unpopular — 

with both other politicians and 

some in the public.

But Dille always went about 

his work with the best of inten-

tions, according to those who 

worked with him.

“Steve was a very dedicated 

and committed public servant,” state Rep. Dean 

Urdahl, R-Acton Township, said. “He cared 

about the state generally, but he also cared 

individually, about his constituents.”

“He was the most genuine person you would 

ever want to meet,” recalled Bob Ness, a former 

state representative and school superintendent 

from Dassel. “Always a gentleman. Respected by 

his peers and those who had a chance to work 

with him.”

Dille, 75, died March 25 at his home in rural 

Dassel. His was a political career that started as 

a township supervisor, then a county commis-

sioner, and eventually grew to the state capitol.

Though he had been outside of politics and 

legislative proceedings for 10 years, when 

Dille’s death was announced Thursday on the 

floor of the Minnesota Senate, there were many 

It’s about this 

time of year that 

for the past decade 

I write a column 

reminding people 

to get out and 

support the Tim 

Orth Memorial 

Foundation, which 

raises money to help 

children and their 

families pay for 

medical expenses. 

This past Saturday 

would have been the 

foundation’s 22nd annual basketball jamboree 

in Glencoe, but like virtually everything in 

this upside down world we now live in, the 

event was canceled in response to COVID-19.

Believe it or not, this is the first time in 

more than two decades that the event has 

been canceled.

“One time we were close because of a snow 

storm,” said Ralph Johnson, an organizer of 

the event.

I’ve interviewed many high school seniors 

over the years who look forward to playing 

at this event, so it’s sad that this year’s boys 

and girls players won’t have the opportunity. 

But as with so much of the bad news we are 

One of those special seasons
On the 20th anniversary of Litchfield’s first state boys 
basketball title, coach, players recall magical season

The Independent Review’s front page 

on March 30, 2000 proclaimed the 

Litchfield boys basketball team’s state 

championship and perfect season.

John 

Carlson

‘Dedicated and 
committed’
Dille remembered for 
ability to work with all sides

No basketball, 
no problem
The Tim Orth Memorial 
Foundation basketball 
jamboree was canceled, 
but fundraising for its 
12 recipients is not
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FINDING A WAY TO HELP
Local women come together to create face masks amid COVID-19 threat

sTAFF PHOTO by sArV MITHAQIyAN

DeAnn Rothstein, co-owner of DeAnn’s Country Village Shoppe in downtown Litchfield, and 70 other women in Litchfield have 

been making hundreds of homemade face masks to donate to hospitals, nursing homes, seniors and others. Rothstein holds a 

flowery face mask that she made and packaged, ready to be donated.
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