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Litchfield High School’s 

141st annual commencement 

will see 116 members of the 

senior class cross the stage to 

receive their diplomas.

The commencement is set 

for 1:30 p.m. Saturday in the 

gymnasium at Litchfield High 

School.

It’s a return to routine for 

the graduation ceremonies, 

after a year disrupted by the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Last year’s commence-

ment was held outdoors, at the LHS football 

and track complex — a break from tradition 

that allowed for social distancing as graduates 

and small family groups processed through to 

receive diplomas.

The class of 2021 will be back indoors, where 

commencement usually is held. Loosening of 

pandemic safety protocols will 

allow for small family and 

friend groups to be in the gym 

to watch what will be a much 

more traditional event.

“There were a lot of posi-

tives, a lot of positive feedback 

and how we were creative 

and included families” in last 

year’s outdoor graduation, 

LHS Principal Jason Michels 

said. And, while there was 

thought given to another out-

door event, “the challenging 

piece is, you have moving 

parameters with that.”

The uncertainty of weather 

and the inability to move the 

date of graduation around 

much once it was set, played 

big roles in the decision mak-

ing, Michels said, as did the 

opening up of larger atten-

dance for indoor events.

That last change will allow 

every graduate to have four 

or five tickets to share with 

family, rather than the two or 

three that looked likely even a 

few months ago.

“When I found out that, 

that that was a possibility, I 

thought that was a pretty fair 

number,” Michels said.

In addition, graduates will 

process outside, giving additional people an 

opportunity to see the class.

The commencement program will feature 

four students speakers. Tyson Michels, se-

nior class president, will give the welcome 

address, while three other students — Hazel 

Chvatal, Sydney Jackman and Portia Law-

rence — will give senior addresses.

Litchfield High School concert choir and 

“Better late than never” could have been the 

theme of the Litchfield High School marching 

band’s indoor concert.

The Marching Dragons took the floor at the 

high school gymnasium Friday and Saturday 

for their annual show. Traditionally held in 

November each school year as a review of the 

previous summer’s marching band season, this 

year’s show moved to later in the year due to 

the COVID-19 pandemic.

Along with the change of date, of course, 

was a change in concert. Because the pandemic 

canceled parades, and thus marching band 

competition, there was no season to recount.

But there still was plenty of good music to 

enjoy, along with some entertaining skits and 

salutes to talented musicians and the graduat-

ing class of band members.

The concert’s Disney theme saw the band 

perform numbers from the sound tracks of 

several movies, including “Pirates of the Car-

ribean,” “The Incredibles,” “The Avengers,” 

“Toy Story,” “The Little Mermaid,” “Beauty 

and the Beast” and “Star Wars.”

See more photos on Page 2.
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As Trinity Episcopal Church members cel-

ebrate the church’s 150th anniversary Saturday 

with a special service, they also will pray for a 

kind of rebirth.

“I am trying to work with the diocese to have 

Trinity become a mission church again,” said 

Mary-Anne Olmsted-Kohls, the congregation’s 

senior warden. “In 1871, that’s what the bishop 

determined, was that he was sending someone 

out here … to start a mission. We’re asking 

the diocese to start over again. We are the last 

Episcopal church in this region. We’re hoping 

(the diocese) can help us.”

The 150th celebration service will be 

10:30 a.m. Saturday at the church, 3 E. Fourth St., 

You have junk. The city of Litchfield is ready 

to take it off your hands.

Well, if you are a resident of the city and fol-

low a few guidelines.

Litchfield’s citywide cleanup will run from 

8-10:30 a.m. Saturday, with a load check of items 

to discard at the intersection of 10th Street and 

North Armstrong Avenue. Vehicle lineup will 

be on 10th Street and Armstrong Avenue, with 

vehicles proceeding to the Litchfield Civic 

Arena parking lot to drop off items.

Residents will be asked to show driver’s li-

cense or a Litchfield Public Utilities billing as 

proof of eligibility to participate in the citywide 

cleanup.

Residents will pay a $25 fee per load, which 

can include one television, computer monitor, 

and one mattress or box spring. Additional 

televisions or monitors will be charged at a fee 

of $5 each, as will mattresses and box springs.

The Civic Arena parking lot will have a des-

ignated area for appliance and electronics drop-

off, as well as an area for other disposable items.

Some items cannot be accepted, including 

paint, tires and hazardous chemicals.

Waste Management and Surplus Warehouse 

both will be in the Civic Arena parking lot with 

volunteers ready to help unload recyclable 

items.

For additional information, people can call 

City Hall at 320-693-7201.

Trinity to 6 ➤

Building on 
their faith
Trinity Episcopal
members celebrate 
church’s 150th anniversary
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Trinity Episcopal Church, 3 E. Fourth 

St., was built in 1871 and is listed on the 

National Register of Historic Places for its 

architectural signifi cance to the area.

Litchfield’s citywide 
cleanup Saturday

City residents can
rid themselves of
junk for $25 feeMarching Dragons 

make their return
High school marching band’s

delayed indoor concert was worth the wait Claudia Toenjes, foreground, joins fellow 

color guard members, from left, Abby 

Stoffer, Natalie Randt and Anna Stilwell 

in performing during the indoor concert.
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The “sky” sparkled behind Litchfi eld High School marching band members as they performed a song from the sound track of 

“Pirates of the Carribean” under the direction of Kelly Taylor during the indoor concert Saturday.

Senior saxophone player Joe 

Panning smiles as band director 

David Ceasar congratulates 

him on a rare musical “double.” 

Panning, who Ceasar said 

practices long hours to refi ne his 

saxophone-playing craft, earned 

the distinguished John Philips 

Sousa Award and the Louie 

Armstrong Award this year.

Return to tradition
116 Litchfield seniors will 
receive diplomas in indoor 
commencement Saturday
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