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Mary Hodson, president of the Hutchinson 

Chamber of Commerce and Tourism and the 

Chamber Foundation. “We will be engaging any-

one who wants to design, prep, paint, and/or host 

a mural on their building. This grant will help 

us start very strong; we hope others in the com-

munity will consider giving toward this project 

as well. We’re grateful the Blandin Foundation 

sees our vision of placemaking through art, and 

of course, Hutchinson collaboration.” Michelle 

Jordahl, an art teacher with more than 30 years 

of experience with Hutchinson Public Schools, is 

among the folks serving on the new committee. 

For a list of members, see the info box.

“I was honored to be asked to be on this 

committee,” Jordahl said. “This committee 

has brought together some of the most creative 

people in this community ... and together we 

are creating a vision of bringing more awe-

inspiring murals to Hutchinson.”

SO, HOW WILL IT WORK?

Hodson said they will have information 

available in January. Before that, she’ll be elbow 

deep in boxes as she manages the Chamber’s 

move from its present location at the Jorgenson 

Hotel to new digs at 44 Main St. S.

First and foremost, Hodson wants everyone 

to be clear — this is one big project of multiple 
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W
hen it comes to the trades, McLeod 

County is home to champions.

Earlier this month, Ridgewa-

ter electrician program students 

Emma Becker of rural Glencoe and Justin Frick 

of rural Hutchinson earned top honors at The 

Ideal National Championship. After compet-

ing in skill challenges related to their chosen 

profession, the 19-year-old couple came home 

with a trophy and memories of a record-setting 

achievement. Becker was the first woman to 

make it to the finals in the apprentice competi-

tion, quickly making her a crowd favorite. And 

while Frick was bumped out of the competition 

just a little earlier, he teamed up with a profes-

sional in a team competition and together they 

took first place.

The journey to The Ideal National Cham-

pionship started a few years ago, while Frick 

and Becker were Hutchinson Public Schools 

students. The pair, who have known each other 

since middle school, became interested in the 

trades as ideal career opportunities.

“For me it was after talking to a local busi-

ness owner that I actually got interested in it 

and started looking into programs,” Becker 

said. “Right off the bat, the money, to be honest, 

(interested me). And the job outlook. It’s a good 

job, a great trade to get into and after that I fell 

in love with the work. So, I’m still doing it.”

“I knew I wanted to be in the trades for quite a 

while,” Frick said. “I don’t like office jobs. I don’t 

like computers. Those are not my friends. I like be-

ing able to work with people, but maybe not in the 

professional atmosphere, but to work together and 

get stuff done. Electrician is probably one of the 

easiest on the body, and the money is real good.”

Powering through to a championship
Ridgewater College 
electrician students prove 
talent on a national stage
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Justin Frick of rural Hutchinson, right, and Seth Agnew of Missouri hold up the trophies they won when they took fi rst place in a 

teamwork competition matching apprentice and professional electricians.
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Thanks to the new pARTicipate Hutchinson group and a $40,000 grant, local buildings 

will soon showcase local talent in the form of colorful murals. If you wonder if a mural 

makes a difference, check out the artwork on the Clay Coyote Gallery & Pottery Studio, 

22 First Ave. N.E., the Kouba mural on the Ace Hardware Building and the Gateway 

Mural along Main Street North.
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The Minnesota Department of Transporta-

tion is planning three new roundabouts for 

McLeod County in the next 10 years.

Overall plans for the county were dis-

cussed with the McLeod County Board this 

past week. Megan DeSchepper from the 

MnDOT Willmar office said that with no 

legislative action taken in the 2022 session, 

there was no transportation bill.

“We’re all waiting for that, hopefully in the 

new session, in the new year,” she said. “That 

has put some of our projects — progression 

— on hold a little bit.”

Federal Infrastructure Investment and 

Jobs Act funds are not yet reflected in the 

plan but are expected to be in future years 

as grants are made available.

“There is still concern that we have some 

unmet bridge and safety and mobility issues 

in the district that we don’t have funding for 

at this time,” DeSchepper said.

UPCOMING PROJECTS

2023: A roundabout is planned for the 

intersection of State Highway 7 and County 

State Aid Highway 1. This intersection is east 

of Silver Lake and south of Winsted.

2024: A roundabout is planned for U.S. 

Highway 212 at Morningside Drive in Glen-

coe. A railroad crossing signal upgrade is 

planned for State Highway 15 at the TCWR 

railroad crossing in Sumter Township, just 

north of Highway 212.

10 years of 
local, state 
road projects
Three roundabouts 
planned for county 
in next decade

Sandwiched between Black Friday and Cy-

ber Monday — key big box and internet shop-

ping days — is Small Business Saturday, an 

initiative introduced by American Express 

in 2010 to encourage community members to 

shop at local small businesses on the busiest 

shopping weekend of the year. This year, 

Small Business Saturday is Nov. 26.

Since its beginning, consumers have re-

ported spending an estimated $163 billion at 

small businesses across all 12 Small Business 

Saturdays combined.

“Small Business Saturday plays a key 

role in driving customer traffic and grow-

ing revenue for our 28 million independent 

businesses during the important holiday 

retail season,” said Maria Contreras-Sweet, 

former administrator of the U.S. Small Busi-

ness Administration. “We also encouraged 

consumers to ‘dine small’ by grabbing a bite 

at a local eatery.”

Small Business 
Saturday set 
for Nov. 26
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Support local businesses by shopping 

Small Business Saturday, Nov. 26.

Electrician to A2 ➤

Murals to A3 ➤

Roads to A3 ➤

Business to A3 ➤

Sparking 
energy 
and action
What do you get when 
you mix a community’s 
creativity with $40,000? 
The Hutchinson 
mural project


