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A 21-year-old Winsted man was arrested 

Thursday in connection with threats of violence 

made against New Century Academy.

Several schools in Hutchinson were locked 

down Wednesday afternoon following reports 

that Christopher Woodrow Hecksel had alleg-

edly posted a comment that he was “going to 

shoot up NCA,” according to a press release 

from Hutchinson police.

“We received a report that a person we don’t 

know … made a threat with our school’s name 

in it,” said Jason Becker, NCA director. “I called 

the police to come over, we put our students into 

lockdown, and then when we got more informa-

tion we worked with the police on giving them 

that information.”

Following the report, police responded to 

NCA and it was locked down. West Elementary, 

Hutchinson Middle School, Hutchinson High 

School, Hutchinson Early Childhood Family 

Education and St. Anastasia Catholic School 

also went into lockdown as a precaution. NCA 

and Hutchinson Public Schools notified parents 

of the lockdown.

Hutchinson Public Schools Superintendent 

Daron VanderHeiden said the school district 

Winsted man 
arrested for 
school threats
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The 2020 McLeod County Board will look 

the same as it has the past few years, though 

pay was given a 3.5 percent bump.

At its first meeting of the year Tuesday, the 

Board selected Joe Nagel as chair and Doug 

Krueger as vice chair with no other nominations 

offered and no discussion. This will be the fourth 

year Nagel and Krueger fill the positions.

The rest of the County Board is also the 

same as last year, with Paul Wright, Ron Shi-

manski and Rich Pohlmeier in the other three 

seats. Nagel and Krueger were re-elected in 

2018 without challengers. Wright won re-

election in 2016, Pohlmeier won election that 

year and Shimanski was unopposed.

Shimanski announced late last year that 

he did not intend to run for re-election this 

November and will finish out his term, which 

ends in December.

PAY INCREASED

The 2020 3.5-percent bump for board mem-

bers came at the County Board’s final meeting 

of 2019 on Dec. 31. All elected officials and 

employees received the same increase.

“We approached the increase on all elected 

(positions) no differently than all the rest of 

the county employees, with the same increase 

for the year,” Wright said.

Pay went up from $30,233 to $31,292 for 

board members.

Increases for other elected officials were:

 ■ McLeod County Attor ney Michael 

Junge’s salary was raised to $126,237

 ■ McLeod County Auditor-Treasurer Con-

nie Kurtzweg’s salary was raised to $87,975

 ■ McLeod County Sheriff  Scott Rehmann’s 

salary was raised to $96,330

 ■ County Recorder Lynne Ette Schrupp’s 

County Board 
approves 3.5 
percent raises
Joe Nagel, Doug Krueger 
remain as chair, vice chair
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I
t would be a tall order for one student to 

raise $12,000 to attend high school. But 

if the work was split among 10 people, it 

just might be possible.

That’s the mentality two New Century 

Academy students are bringing to a fundraiser 

2-6 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 18, at their school.

“We are having an art fair,” said 10th-

grader Mackenzie Henning. “People can rent 

our tables in our gym for the full four hours. 

They can sell their art and keep any profits 

they make.”

Money raised from $20 table rentals will go 

toward the portion Henning and sophomore 

Kareena Collette are gathering. This past sum-

mer they joined eight other Minnesota students 

on a trip to Kenya to learn about rural service 

projects. There, they visited Ngulot Boys 

Secondary, a school students can access after 

finishing primary school if they score high 

enough on a test, or if they can’t reasonably 

attend another school designed for students 

who didn’t score as high. But each student 

requires $12,000 to pay for four years of tuition 

at Ngulot Boys Secondary. For the most part, 

that money comes from scholarships, such as 

the one Henning, Collette and the eight other 

students are trying to fund.

While visiting Ngulot Boys Secondary, Hen-

ning and Collette were impressed by the dili-

gence and knowledge of the students, but also 

by their dedication. Henning recalls students 

quickly solving chemistry calculations that 

were difficult for her. They were also surprised 

to learn the active 4 a.m.-10 p.m. day at the 

boarding school was a compromise. Students 

had wanted to keep the schedule even more full, 

but the teachers demanded they sleep longer.

To reserve a table for the art fair, email 

kareena.collette@newcenturyacademy.com, 

mackenzie.henning@newcenturyacademy.

com or jessamine.julian@newcenturyacad-

emy.com. The students have also set up a 

GoFundMe fundraising page at tinyurl.com/

vfh6zz5.

THE TRIP

The opportunity to visit Kenya came as a 

surprise to New Century Academy students 

Giving a hand up
New Century Academy 
students are hosting an 
art fair to raise money 
for African kids

SUBMITTED PHOTO

New Century Academy students Kareena Collette and Mackenzie Henning helped move cinder blocks to build the foundation for 

teacher’s accommodations at a school during a visit to Kenya.

“� ere was a specifi c rule that 
we were not to give anyone 
anything. � ey believe strictly 
in a hand up, not a handout.”

Kareena Collette, sophomore at New 

Century Academy

What condition are Hutchinson’s streets?
The city’s Pavement 
Condition Index helps 
track which streets need 
the most work
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Kenya to A8 ➤

Streets to A4 ➤

BY STEPHEN WIBLEMO

wiblemo@hutchinsonleader.com

Road maintenance, or lack thereof, is a com-

mon complaint among Hutchinson residents. 

To hear some tell it, Hutchinson’s 90.8 miles of 

roadway — about 13.3 miles of which are state 

or federal roads — are falling apart. According 

to the city’s own Pavement Condition Index, 

however, that is not the case.

PCI is based on a 100-point scale (100 is a 

brand new street with no distress, while 0 is a 

fully deteriorated street). The city has used this 

system since 1996. Every three years, the index 

is determined by a city employee who walks 

more than 80 percent of Hutchinson’s streets 

and conducts a physical survey that identifies 

and catalogs pavement distresses.


