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Diane Meyer “didn’t feel a thing” as she 

rolled up her sleeve and received her coronavi-

rus shot in the makeshift “vaccination station” 

Thursday at Cornerstone Church in Litchfield.

In fact, the Eden Valley resident teased, she 

had to confirm with her nurse that she actually 

received her dose because it was so painless.

“It was easy,” Meyer said as she and her 

husband, who also received his vaccination, 

headed to observation area. “And fast.”

That was just the kind of experience health 

professionals were aiming for when they 

prepared for the vaccination clinic late the 

previous week.

But what appeared a smooth-running event 

Wednesday through Friday last week, took the 
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It might look on paper like nothing changed, 

but the relationship between the city of Litch-

field and Litchfield Golf Club Inc. seems to have 

taken a giant leap forward.

While unanimously approving a motion to 

disband its golf club transition committee and 

to leave a 2013 contract between the city and 

GCI in place, the City Council during its Feb. 

1 meeting also approved creation of a commit-

tee to help oversee operations at the municipal 

golf course.
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Mark Curran doesn’t live in Litchfield, but he 

believes he knows where the city’s most danger-

ous intersection is.

His daughter was involved in a crash there.

Fortunately, neither Curran’s daughter nor 

the driver of the other vehicle was seriously 

injured when they collided at the intersection 

of U.S. Highway 12 East and County State Aid 

Highway 34 recently. But Curran, an Eden Val-

ley resident, thinks a more serious result could 

be only a matter of time.

“It is an extremely dangerous intersection in 

my opinion,” Curran said during an appearance 

at the Litchfield City Council meeting Feb. 1. 

“I’m just trying to draw attention to a problem.”

Curran is not alone, of course.

The 12/34 intersection has been a topic of 

conversation for many years, discussion that 

has only increased as Litchfield’s commercial 

district has extended east. CSAH 34 traffic 

heading south arrives at a “T” with a stop sign 

at the intersection with U.S. Highway 12. With 

high volumes of east-west traffic on the federal 

highway, turning — especially left turns — from 

CSAH 34 can be a nerve-racking experience. 

The busy intersection’s pitfalls are exacerbated 

by a frontage road that runs parallel to Highway 

12 and dumps on to CSAH 34 within feet of the 

12/34 exchange.

Mayor Keith Johnson acknowledged the 

intersection has been “a concern for years,” 

while also pointing to the Precision Drive -U.S. 

Highway 12 intersection as problematic. The 

city’s ability to do anything — beyond raising 

the issue with the Minnesota Department of 

Transportation — is limited, Johnson said.

During reconstruction of North Sibley Av-

enue/Highway 12 this past summer in down-

town Litchfield, MnDOT — in recognition of 

the likely increased traffic on CSAH 34 due to 

the detour around the construction zone — in-

stalled a traffic light at the intersection.

But after construction concluded in Septem-

ber, MnDOT removed the traffic light.

At the time, City Council member Darlene 

Kotelnicki asked during a Council meeting what 

could be done to keep the light in place. Other 

Council members replied that they’d heard 

the intersection would be part of a highway 

improvement plan later in the decade. Given 

that, it seemed unlikely MnDOT would leave 

the light in place or provide any other changes 

to the intersection.

That line of thinking was repeated during 

last week’s City Council meeting.

Highway 12 is scheduled for an upgrade from 

Holcombe Avenue in Litchfield all the way to 

Cokato, beginning in 2023, according to Coun-

cilor Eric Mathwig.

Intersection 
of trouble?
Calls for change to
12/34 intersection
collide with reality
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Temporary stoplights at the intersection 

of U.S. Highway 12 and County State 

Aid Highway 34 had some hoping for a 

permanent solution to traffi c control 

there. But when construction ended in 

downtown Litchfi eld in early fall, the 

temporary lights came down.

Teeing up success
Ending ‘transition’ talk, 
City Council swings
for cooperative golf
course approach
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Litchfi eld Golf Course still is looking for 

a tenant for the clubhouse restaurant, but 

the City Council and Litchfi eld Golf Club 

Inc. Struck a collaborative tone last week.

Taking their shot
700 receive coronavirus vaccine during three-day clinic

STAFF PHOTOS BY BRENT SCHACHERER

Diane Meyer receives her fi rst dose of the Moderna coronavirus vaccine from Meeker Memorial Hospital and Clinics nurse Carla 

Wollin during a vaccination clinic last week at Cornerstone Church in Litchfi eld.

Organizers of the vaccination clinic last week set up eight stations, from checkin-in to 

recovery, which led recipients through the process, ensuring they received all of the 

information they needed regarding the vaccine.Vaccine to 2 ➤

GCI to 2 ➤ Intersection to 2 ➤


