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L
itch field’s Marching Dragons 

stepped off into a new marching 

band season with their first parade 

of the year Sunday in Albertville.

It was the start of a busy week for 

the Marching Dragons, who are set to perform 

at six parades in seven days. But after missing 

all of last year due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 

band members and director David Ceasar were 

up for the activity.

The marching band gave supporters a pre-

view of this summer’s show, named “Eternal 

Egypt,” during its annual Sneak Peak per-

formance Thursday on 10th Street in front of 

Litchfield High School. That performance was 

during band camp, which included two and a 

half days of intensive marching and musical 

technique training Wednesday through Friday.

The band was to perform at Monday at 

Benson, then return home for the Litchfield 

Parade of Bands Tuesday, followed by the 

Montevideo Band Festival today, Paynesville 

parade Thursday, Montevideo’s Fiesta Days 

parade Saturday, and Sunday at Hutchinson’s 

Water Carnival parade.

BY BRENT SCHACHERER

schacherer@hutchinsonleader.com

A one-year pandemic hiatus and a change 

in major sponsor might have been enough to 

end Litchfield’s family-friendly outdoor music 

festival.

But a small group of volunteers decided they 

couldn’t let that happen.

So the rebranded Songs of Summer Festi-

val — with the tag line “Music brings people 

together in Harmony” — will go on Saturday, 

Aug. 14. The festival, featuring three musical 

acts, will run from 2 to 10 p.m. Along with the 

established bands, the festival will begin with 

a Songs of Summer talent show, and there will 

be games and food vendors available through-

out the day.

“We started with nothing, you know, but I 

think we’ve done really well with the very tiny 

budget that we’ve had,” said Cathy Michaud, a 

Songs of Summer board member who handles 

marketing.

After three years as the primary sponsor of 

the then-named Summer Bash, Thrivent opted 

not to continue the sponsorship after the 2020 

pandemic cancellation. That left a few people 

with close associations to the “Bash” with a de-

cision to make, according to Monica Schreiber, 

a Songs of Summer Festival board member.

Schreiber received the call from Greg Arm-

strong of The Fabulous Armadillos, the band 

who had headlined the Summer Bash in its 

three years of existence.

“Greg called one day and said … ‘What 

would you think of picking it up?’” said Sch-

reiber, who operates the local Gentz Financial 

Services office. “And I said, ‘Well, that would 

be great if I can keep getting a great group of 

people together that can help me, because I 

can’t do it myself.’”

She and Michaud soon pulled together a sev-

en-member board of directors, many of whom 

also had volunteered with the Summer Bash.

“We kind of kicked it around, (asking each 

other) ‘Do you think we can? Or do you think 

we can’t?’” said Schreiber, who helped organize 

the Summer Bash during its three-year run. 

“And we just said, ‘We think we can.’”

Their belief in the festival was rewarded.

“We’ve had a lot of great response,” Michaud 
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People seeking lodging in Litchfield gained a 

new hotel option last week.

Though the building and its staff remained 

basically unchanged, the hotel on the east edge 

of town became a SureStay Plus Hotel by Best 

Western.

In some ways, it was a quiet change. Unless 

travelers on U.S. Highway 12 East saw the sign 

change to SureStay Plus from AmericInn on 

Monday, or if they happened to call the reserva-

tion line, they might not have noticed.

But for the hotel’s owners, the switch to the 

SureStay Plus brand – and its Best Western af-

filiation – is monumental.

“Its an iconic name,” said Rod Lindquist, chief 

executive officer of Quad Hospitality LLC, owner 

of the hotel. “Best Western has continued to keep 

up with the market with their product, instead 

of getting tired, instead of slipping. A lot of the 

people that aren’t in the hotel business that I run 

into notice that and say, ‘Boy the Best Westerns, 

there’s some really nice ones out there now,’ but 

they also have been around 50 years ago, so it 

was an easy decision for me. And my partners … 

we talked about it and we got done doing all our 

analytics and other options and … what I think 

we’ve done is, we’ve improved our game.”

Lindquist said coming to Litchfield in the first 

place two decades ago was a logical decision, 

based on its demographics.

“It’s a county seat, has a good hospital and 

diverse employment base, you know, so many 

different manufacturers here,” Lindquist said. 

“I don’t want to say that it’s recession proof or 

not, but as an economy ebbs and flows, this town 

can kind of adapt to it. It’s a solid, solid town, and 

growing.”

Tom Busch, regional director of hotel develop-

ment for Best Western Hotels & Resorts, agreed, 

saying that Litchfield’s proximity to the Twin 

Cities metro area and other smaller citIes, like 

St. Cloud and Willmar, along with its hospital and 

diverse industrial and agricultural businesses 

make it an attractive location for a hotel, even 

though it is on the smaller side population wise.

In some ways, that’s what makes the SureStay 

Plus in Litchfield a kind of test case for Best West-

ern, said Busch, who visited the hotel last week 

as part of the brand transition.

Best Western has more than 4,000 hotels 

throughout the world, competing with the larger 

chains such as Holiday Inn, Hampton and Mar-

riott in many markets. The Litchfield SureStay 

Plus by Best Western is the brand’s first in 

Surestay to 2 ➤Festival to 2 ➤

Music festival continues amid changes
Songs of Summer offers 
day of fun, music while 
helping organizations

If you go
What: Songs of Summer Festival

When: 2-10 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 14

Where: South of Litchfi eld Civic Arena

Who: Featured bands during the day 

include Mike & Mary Sue, October Sun, and 

The Fabulous Armadillos. In addition, the 

event will feature a talent show, as well as 

family-oriented games and food vendors 

throughout the day.

Why: It’s all about fun — and helping 

nonprofi t organizations in the area. 

Admission to the Songs of Summer Festival 

is free, but donations will be welcomed. 

Those donations, as well as profi ts from a 

raffl  e ticket sale, will be split between fi ve 

nonprofi t organizations.

Litchfield 
hotel moves 
to new name
Ownership makes 
switch to benefit from 
Best Western brand, 
reservation system
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Johnny Olson, a Quad Hospitality 

partner, Tom Busch, regional director of 

hotel development for Best Western, and 

Rod Lindquist pose for a photo outside 

the newly rebranded SureStay Plus in 

Litchfi eld.

Marching into a new season
A busy week begins Litchfield marching band’s schedule

PHOTOS BY JULIANA THILL

The Litchfi eld High School marching band, led by the color guard, makes its way down the street during the Friendly City Days 

parade Sunday in Albertville. The parade opened the Marching Dragons’ season, which includes 10 parades, concluding with the 

Watercade parade July 10.

Jacob Elwell, Lydia Asmus and Teegan Peters are among the saxophonists playing 

with the Litchfi eld High School marching band.


