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P
hotography and telling people’s sto-

ries is a passion for Tanner Schaaf. 

The 26-year-old man from Kingston 

who was also a student at New 

Century Academy in Hutchinson 

for a year has been snapping pictures since 

he was 13. Today he works as a stringer for 

Live Storms Media, which provides weather 

footage for news outlets around the country, 

as well as coverage of other major events. 

While Schaaf usually spends his time 

chasing storms, this past week he’s been 

capturing the protests and riots sparked by 

the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis 

through his camera lens and speaking to 

people on the streets. As it would be for most 

Minnesotans, Schaaf described the experi-

ence as surreal.

“I was there when they lit the Third Pre-

cinct on fire,” he said. “I was right there when 

they lit the Molotov cocktail. … You can’t get 

any more in there than that.”

Schaaf visited the protests for three nights 

straight —Thursday through Saturday — and 

thought he might return Sunday night as 

well. Along with providing coverage for his 

job, Schaaf wanted to witness the protests for 

himself and hear what the people had to say. 

But when he arrived on Thursday, he quickly 

realized this was unlike any experience he’d 

ever known.

“I get out of the car the first night, I’m 

walking over and my heart’s just racing. I’m 

beginning to see evidence of everything,” 

Schaaf said. “There’s a burning car in the 

middle of the street, people are shouting stuff 

and having confrontations with the police. 

But after about 15 minutes, I became more 

comfortable. … I felt safe, and then I just went 

into picture mode, and that’s how it was for 

most of the night.”

‘I hope it works’
Local photographer captures Twin Cities riots with camera and interviews
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A $21 million expansion to Hutchinson 

Health opened for patients Tuesday.

The 18,000-square-foot addition included new, 

larger patient rooms to accommodate medical 

equipment and visitors, and make it easier for 

staff to offer bedside care without disruption.

Construction began in the spring of 2019. 

Original predictions placed the first patients 

in the rooms in July 2020. The original rooms 

constructed in 1968 are about 150 square feet 

and weren’t designed to hold the amount of 

equipment used today. The new rooms are 

300 square feet. Slightly larger intensive care  

rooms are near other patient rooms, allowing 

staff to be more flexible.

The transition into the new wing happens 

swiftly through a short hallway off the hospi-

tal’s main lobby.

“The process went wonderfully. We had great 

collaboration between contractors and local busi-

nesses, all those involved in the process,” said 

Glen Kegley, Hutchinson Health’s chief operat-

ing officer. “After we broke ground and began 

construction, we had a very wet spring in 2019 

and had some initial delays. But through some 

aggressive rescheduling and additional evening 

and weekend work, we were able to catch up time. 

We had another wet fall in 2019, lost some ground 

there and were able to make that up as well.”

The COVID-19 pandemic offered a few dis-

tractions as the hospital focused on its response, 

Hutchinson Health expansion ready for patients
The new expansion 
opened Tuesday, a little 
more than a year after 
work started
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Hutchinson Health Chief Operating Offi cer Glen Kegley, left, and Hutchinson Health 

President James Lyons show one of the new nurse stations.
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The economic effects of COVID-19 and 

stay-at-home orders are hitting budgets for 

people and businesses around the state. And 

as the Hutchinson City Council discussed 

during a budget workshop meeting May 26, 

the city’s coffers have been hit as well.

According to the most recent figures, the 

city’s updated 2020 budget forecast projects 

a $212,058 deficit in the General Fund. That 

includes a projected loss of nearly $946,450 of 

revenue, and cuts of $734,393 in expenditures.

“I would say this is our early look. … As 

we’ve seen, there is still a lot to come on this,” 

said City Administrator Matt Jaunich, who 

indicated a more clear budget picture may 

be available later in June.

A large chunk of the city’s projected rev-

enue losses is due to the cancellation of many 

Park and Rec programs. It is estimated that 

this will cost the city approximately $184,000. 

Another significant area of lost revenue is 

due to the DMV being shutdown, which is 

City projects 
$212K deficit 
due to COVID
New 2020 budget 
forecast predicts more 
than $900,000 in lost 
revenue
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Among the costs the city has incurred 

due to the COVID-19 pandemic is 

the expense of building protective 

glass and plexiglass shields for 

counters at city facilities, such as the 

administrative window at Hutchinson 

City Center.
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Rioters stand outside the Third Precinct police station in Minneapolis Thursday as it burned in this photo taken by Tanner Schaaf 

of Kingston.
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Tanner Schaaf, a 26-year-old 

photographer from Kingston, has been 

documenting the protests and riots in the 

Twin Cities with his camera.SCHAAF to 10 ➤

Hospital to 4 ➤

Budget to 4 ➤


