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W
hen 2019 Miss Hutchinson Erika 

Tillmann passed on her crown 

this past June, it turned out 

her time as royalty was not yet 

finished. The 22-year-old was 

crowned the 2022 Queen of the Lakes during the 

Aquatennial Ambassador Coronation Saturday 

at the Hopkins Center for the Arts in downtown 

Hopkins.

“Truly I was not expecting to be selected,” 

she said. “There were 42 other amazing women 

beautifully representing their communities. I 

was extremely shocked and obviously so excited 

and proud to continue to represent Hutchinson.”

Tillmann’s crowning made history, too. For 

the first time, back-to-back Ambassadors were 

chosen from the same community. Tillmann fol-

lows in the footsteps of Princess Erin Westlund 

of Hutchinson, who was crowned in 2019.

“I felt quite a bit of pressure knowing Erin 

had received the crown, for me to follow her in 

this legacy,” Tillmann said. “The Aquatennial 

has never had two in a row. It’s fun to be making 

history with Erin.”

The coronation was also a blast to the past 

for Hutchinson. Emceeing the festivities was 

Natalie Neubauer, 2000 Miss Hutchinson and 

2002 Queen of the Lakes.

Tillmann is the daughter of Brian and Jenny 

Tillmann of Hutchinson and a 2017 graduate of 

Hutchinson High School. She has two siblings 

— an older sister, Samantha, and twin sister 

Loraina, who was crowned Hutchinson Water 

Carnival Princess in 2017. Tillmann followed in 

her footsteps and was crowned Miss Hutchinson 

2019-21, a two-year term rather than the tradi-

tional one year due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 

which caused the cancellation of 2021 summer 

festivities.

“The moment I was going to run for Aquaten-

nial, they (my family) accepted the position as 

if I was selected,” she said. “They told me from 

the beginning that I was completely capable of 

becoming Queen of the Lakes. It was so nice to 

have the support from day one when I didn’t 

believe in myself. When I was crowned, they 

went wild.”

ON THE JOB

Tillmann said she started her new job as 

Queen of the Lakes following Saturday’s coro-

nation. Among the perks of her new position is 

a working wardrobe.

“As soon as we were crowned, we tried on all 

these clothes — what worked, what fit,” she said. 

“I felt like a celebrity. We took the clothes home 

with us and will bring them to events to wear.”

The Aquatennial team of six — which in-

cludes Tillmann and Princesses Ariana Vel-

ishka of Jordan and Hannah Rodgers of Red 

Wing, Captains Judy Holmquist and Paulette 

Christopher, and Commodore Brent LaSalle 

— will make 250 to 300 appearances during 

the coming year in Minnesota and across the 

country. Their first appearance is July 31 at 

Rails to Trails in Watertown.

“I’m looking forward to all of them,” Till-

mann  said. “This is going to be so fun. One 

thing super special is we get to go to the Rose 

Bowl in California — an absolutely breathtak-

ing experience. I’m very excited to be repre-

senting Hutchinson and Minneapolis halfway 

across the United States.”

Tillmann passed her Miss Hutchinson crown 

to Madalyn Prokosch June 20. Although she 
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After a year of isolation, it’s time to get out of 

the house and meet your neighbors. One way to 

do so is during National Night Out on Tuesday, 

Aug. 3.

After the COVID-19 pandemic canceled last 

year’s festivities, 21 neighborhood gatherings are 

planned this year in Hutchinson. Options range 

from private, residents-only get-togethers to the 

big bash at Grace Lutheran Church, which bills 

itself as “the largest and best block party in town.”

BY JEREMY JONES

jones@hutchinsonleader.com

America’s schools have received two rounds 

of Elementary and Secondary School Emer-

gency Relief Funds in response to COVID-19. 

With a third round of ESSER funds on the way 

from the American Rescue Plan, Hutchinson 

School District residents can provide their 

thoughts on the school’s plan.

The Hutchinson Public Schools’ plan, 

which can be found on the district website at 

isd423.org, is currently in a preliminary draft 

form. It and an online survey can be found by 

scrolling down to the “featured” section and 

clicking to “read more” regarding the school’s 

safe learning plan. A direct link to the plan is 

tinyurl.com/2dne6nkp, and the survey, which 

is available until Aug. 1, is at surveymonkey.

com/r/82DWMBX. Residents may also see 

what feedback has been left at tinyurl.com/

veejdnnr.

Superintendent Daron VanderHeiden said 

stakeholders including staff, students, parents 

and community members are welcome to leave 

comments.

Long live Queen Tillmann
2019 Miss Hutchinson Erika Tillmann crowned Aquatennial Queen of the Lakes
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Erika Tillmann, 2019 Miss Hutchinson, was crowned Queen of the Lakes this past weekend during Minneapolis Aquatennial. She is just the second woman from Hutchinson to 

earn this crown.

Bringing neighbors together
Hutchinson gears up for 
parties during National 
Night Out Aug. 3
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Elizabeth Knutson, DJ Mayes, Janis 

Rannow, Kayla Greenway and Kyree 

Mayes enjoyed dinner together in 

the community room of Deer Park 

Apartments during National Night Out 

2019. The party is returning to Deer Park 

Apartments, along with other locations 

around Hutchinson.

How should public schools 
spend COVID-19 aid?
Hutchinson residents 
can provide feedback for 
school relief fund plan

Tillmann to A4 ➤

Night out to A8 ➤ School funds to A5 ➤


