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J
ack Daggett remembers the day three 

years ago when he thought the coro-

navirus pandemic might be the end 

of Pride Solutions, the Hutchinson 

manufacturing company started by 

his father nearly two decades earlier.

“Once COVID hit, a lot of things went 

through my brain about … the economy is go-

ing to shut down, we’ll have to shut our doors. 

Layoffs, all that kind of stuff,” Daggett recalled 

of that frightening spring day in 2020.

Fears did not become reality.

Three years later, Pride Solutions is celebrat-

ing its 20th anniversary and in the midst of an 

expansion project that will add 20,000 square 

feet of manufacturing space to its Hutchinson 

campus. May Wes, the subsidiary that led to 

creation of Pride Solutions, also is celebrating 

an anniversary — 50 years, a lineage that goes 

back to its founding on Mavis and Wesley Bruns’ 

rural Gibbon farm in 1972.

It’s certainly a much brighter future than 

Daggett feared he and the company he now runs 

might be facing in the early days of the pandemic.

“COVID certainly had an effect on us nega-

tively,” Daggett said. “But then, also positively.

“Quite honestly, the opposite happened,” 

Daggett said. “As soon as the governor said, 

you know, ‘Go home, shelter in place,’ I got 10 

letters, like immediately, … saying, ‘You’re a 

supplier to us, that makes you critical. Figure 

out a way to keep the doors open.’ That was an 

interesting time.”

Rather than layoffs, the company has nearly 

doubled its workforce, from 25 employees to 

42, with the company currently considering 

the addition of another three or four positions, 

Daggett said.

Taking Pride in business success
Having overcome 
challenges, Hutchinson 
manufacturer poised 
for continued growth Jack 

Daggett, 

president 

and 

second-

generation 

owner 

of Pride 

Solutions, 

stands in 

the 20,000 

square foot 

building in 

Hutchinson 

that will 

double the 

company’s 

plant size.
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The Forest City Stockade draws thou-

sands of visitors from around the area every 

August to walk through, observe and par-

ticipate in reenactment of Minnesota pioneer 

life of the 1860s.

Sometime next year, the site could have an 

even larger audience in the scenes of a movie 

adaptation of a novel written by local author 

and state Rep. Dean Urdahl.

That’s because, beyond being a popular 

attraction as part of the Forest City Stockade 

Rendezvous the third weekend of August, it 

also works well as a movie set, according to 

Christopher Forbes, who is directing the film 

version of “Uprising,” the story of the U.S.-

Dakota War of 1862.

Forbes, who has directed more than 40 mov-

ies, said he was impressed by what he first 

heard from Urdahl about the Forest City Stock-

ade, and even more certain that he wanted to 

use it as a location for shooting parts of the film 

when he visited in person.

Filming history on location
Forest City Stockade 
provides ready-made 
set for filming of 
‘Uprising’ movie shoot

Director 

Christopher 

Forbes 

gives 

direction 

as Ben 

Jenum, 

playing the 

role of Lt. 

Thomas 

Gere, 

looks on.
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Candidates in Hutchinson City Council and 

School Board races, as well as McLeod County 

Attorney will discuss issues during a forum 

Wednesday, Oct. 12, at Hutchinson City Center.

The Hutchinson Leader has invited all candi-

dates in the three races to participate in the fo-

rum, which will be conducted in three sessions. 

City Council forum will begin at 6 p.m.; School 

Board will follow at approximately 6:45 p.m.; 

and county attorney at 7:45 p.m.

Hutchinson City Council has three seats 

up for election this fall, including mayor, City 

Council Seat 1 and Seat 2. Mayor Gary Forcier 

is running unchallenged. Meanwhile, Morgan 

Baum and Tim Burley are seeking the Seat 1 

position, and Dave Sebesta and Christopher 

Olson are running for Seat 2.

Seven candidates are running for three seats 

on the Hutchinson Board of Education, includ-

ing Dale Brandsoy, Samantha Casillas, JoEllen 

Kimball, Erin Knudtson, Garrett Luthens, An-

drea Mitchell and Danny Olmstead.

McLeod County Attorney candidates are 

Amy Olson Wehseler and Ryan Hansch.

Candidates participating in each section of 

the forum will be given time for opening re-

marks, then will be asked to respond to a series 

of four or five questions in a round-robin format.

HCVN will televise the forum live.

Forum will 
feature candidates 
in three races
City Council, School 
Board, county attorney 
candidates to participate

Business to A5 ➤

Filming to A2 ➤

Special publication inside this week’s Leader 

celebrates manufacturing in McLeod and 

Meeker counties.

Jack Daggett 

holds one of 

the May Wes 

plastic parts 

created in the 

Hutchinson 

manufacturing 

plant.


