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GUN SHOW
READY TO GO
The 38th annual Elks Gun
and Coin Show is here / B1

TIGERS ROLL
PAST ROCORI

Hutchinson is 3-0 and plays at
home again Friday night / A7
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SHARING FAITH: Jenny Trettin of Hutchin-
son is the featured speaker at Women in 
the New Evangelization at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Church of St. Philip, B2.

CLASSIC COUNTRY: Phyllis Hummel and 
the Swinging Country Band are playing at 
7 p.m. at the Litchfield Opera House. This 
event begins at 5 p.m. with a chili supper 
followed by live music, B2.

RED OR WHITE? Liquor Hutch kicks off its 
tasting season with eight wines at 7 p.m. at 
Crow River Golf Club, B2.

HISTORY ROAD TRIP: The Meeker County 
Historic Partnership is hosting a self-
guided History Crawl of historical sites in 
Meeker County 10 a.m.-4 p.m., B2.

NEW SEASON BEGINS: The Hutchinson 
Concert Association launches its 2019-20 
season with Harps & Chords at 4 p.m. at 
CrossPoint Church, B1.

MAT MANIA: CRUSHED Pro Westling is 
bringing its show to the Litchfield Opera 
House at 7 p.m., B2.

UNPLUGGED: Daisy Dillman Acoustic is 
bringing its signature sound to Mug Shots 
in Cosmos. Show starts at 8 p.m., B2.

FAVORITES RETURN: The Jolly Ramblers are 
playing 2-5 p.m. at Crow River Winery, B2.

NEW APPROACH TO A CLASSIC: The 
musical group Mothrmov is presenting 
Hans Christian Andersen’s story “The Ugly 
Duckling” at 10 a.m. at the Litchfield Public 
Library, B2.

IT’S SHOW TIME: The 38th annual Elks Gun 
and Coin Show is at the McLeod County 
Fairgrounds. Hours are 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Satur-
day and 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Sunday, B2.
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N
ot many can claim “top 10 in 

America” status at anything. But, 

while representing Minnesota this 

past weekend, four McLeod County 

4-H’ers did just that.

“It was really awesome to have this oppor-

tunity,” said Mckenzie Swanson, a senior at 

Hutchinson High School and a member of the 

Acoma Acorns 4-H club. “I never thought it 

would happen.”

Swanson and her three teammates — Kiley 

Lickfelt, Allison Wright and Emma Friauf 

— competed Monday with the nation’s top 13 

teams in the 4-H division of the All American 

Dairy Show in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. They 

earned their spot at the Minnesota State Fair.

“It was an honor to represent Minnesota,” 

Swanson said.

The national dairy show, now in its 51st 

year, had 48 teams competing in four divisions. 

Teams judged 10 classes of cows, ranking four 

animals based on their experience assessing 

the animals. The animals are ranked based 

on a scorecard system. The udder is worth 40 

percent of the score, followed by dairy strength, 

feet and legs and frame.

“When we compete we are all together in a 

show arena,” said Lickfelt, a senior at Hutchin-

son High School and a member of the Lynn 

Hustlers 4-H club. “The animals are led around 

the ring in front of us and shown. It’s up to us 

to think to ourselves, and remember the knowl-

edge we have about the specific breeds of cows 

we are judging.”

Each team member makes decisions indi-

vidually, and their assessments are judged 

individually, but each team member’s scores 

HOLY COW!
McLeod County 4-H’ers 
earned top-10 finishes at the 
All American Dairy Show

SUBMITTED PHOTO

McLeod County 4-H’ers Allison Wright, Mckenzie Swanson, Kiley Lickfelt and Emma 

Friauf prepare to head inside for the All American Dairy Show in Harrisburg, 

Pennsylvania. Dressed in business attire, they spent the day judging cows for the 

national competition.

BY MITCH ABRAHAM

abraham@hutchinsonleader.com

Biofuels were the reason for Gov. Tim Walz’s 

visit to Plato Monday. He was at the farm of 

Brian Thalmann, president of the Minnesota 

Corn Growers Association, where he signed an 

executive order creating a 15-member council 

to advise him and his cabinet on policy propos-

als geared toward boosting the reeling biofuel 

industry in Minnesota.

“We’ve worked together for the better part of 

a decade and a half on this issue of clean Ameri-

can energy,” Walz said. “The idea of value added 

in our communities. Innovation, entrepreneur-

ship and opportunities for new markets.”

The council will include representatives from 

the agriculture, biofuels and transportation 

Walz visits Plato to 
sign executive order

New biofuels council aims to help ethanol industry
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Plato farmer Brian Thalmann, middle, and his sons Adam and Eric give Minnesota 

Department of Agriculture commissioner Thom Peterson, left, and Gov. Tim Walz a 

tour of their farm Monday. Walz and Peterson were in Plato to discuss a new biofuel 

council formed by the governor.
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Parents and students are familiar with 

Minnesota’s many All-State opportunities, 

including band, choir, sports teams and more. 

But what about the All-State speech team?

It started just a few years ago, and was one 

of the initiatives tackled by Hutchinson’s Jason 

Olson during his 2015-17 term as president of 

the Minnesota Speech Coaches Association. 

And it was one accomplishment listed this 

past weekend when he received the Minnesota 

Speech Coaches Association Distinguished 

Honor award at an annual conference. To be 

nominated, three peers have to submit your 

name.

“They read off what people had written 

Peers honor 
Hutchinson 
speech coach
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Hutchinson speech coach Jason Olson 

was honored by the Minnesota Speech 

Coaches Association.

Ethanol to A4 ➤ Coach to A4 ➤

Dairy to A5 ➤


