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Litchfield City Council continues to wres-

tle with a new smoking ordinance.

But it appears closer than ever before to 

a resolution that will increase the legal age 

to purchase tobacco from 18 to 21 years old, 

despite the fact that the first reading of an 

updated ordinance was pulled after mem-

bers offered two amendments following the 

required public hearing and discussion.

Though the ordinance could have gone 

forward to a second reading – and final ap-

proval – with the approved amendments, City 

Administrator David Cziok suggested the 

Council instead let staff make all changes 

and then have a “clean” ordinance submitted 

for consideration.

“I wasn’t aware of the breadth of the 

changes Council wanted to make tonight,” 

Cziok said. “I would suggest at this stage that 

you continue the public hearing (to another 

meeting). This is going to delay everything 

by two weeks … but I’m a little apprehensive 

where we go the same pathway” of previous 

tobacco ordinance efforts.

The City Council approved the first read-
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What projects across Minnesota should the 

state fund through bonds? That’s the question 

lawmakers traditionally debate every other 

year, and starting next month they’ll do so as 

part of the 2020 legislative session in St. Paul.

To help tackle the bonding bill, legislators 

spent weeks on the road this past year to learn 

about local needs and issues, and hear funding 

pitches from cities, counties and local agencies. 

Gov. Tim Walz has proposed a roughly $2 billion 

package that includes numerous local projects, 

major projects for state buildings, water and 

wastewater treatment, projects on college cam-

puses, road and bridge repairs and public safety 

improvements. Lawmakers mostly seem to 

agree on what types of things need funding aid, 

but disagree on how much aid to provide, and 

what local projects qualify for state tax dollars.

Included in the governor’s recommendations 

is $5 million to aid in a $10 million project to 

improve the civic arena and park system of 

Litchfield, and to construct a new wellness 

center/recreation facility. Also included in the 

governor’s recommendations is $5 million of a 

$10 million project to help the Dassel-Cokato 

Public School District construct a regional 

activity center that includes a walking track, 
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Children from Litchfield and surrounding 

area have fun to look forward to in the approach-

ing summer.

Three local mothers — Katie Luoto, Kayla 

Swenson and Emily Allen — plan to open Rise 

+ Roam, a play space for children and their 

parents, in a former eye clinic on North Sibley 

Avenue.

The non-profit play space is under construc-

tion at 715 N. Sibley Ave., in the same building 

as Litchfield Family Dental.

“Coming here you’re going to be talking to 

people who live in this area,” Luoto said about 

ways they hope to address the sense of isola-

tion some parents might face when new to the 

community. “We think the physical part of the 

movement is important for the kids, and then 

the kind of the mental health aspect of parents 

not being isolated at home — connecting with 

other people in your community, we think that’s 

really important.”

The new play space will include slides, post of-

fice, kitchen, grocery store and more, Luoto said.

Rise + Roam will somewhat resemble Wheel 

and Cog Children’s Museum of Hutchinson, or 

The Village Children’s Museum in Willmar, 

Luoto said.

“There will be like climbing structures, art 

things, little like dramatic playthings, little 

houses and stuff like that,” Luoto said.

Having an organization like Rise + Roam is 

“huge,” because it could attract more families to 

make Litchfield home, Swenson said.

“I think that Litchfield wants to be a city that 

helps young families, or young professionals, 

or whatever,” Swenson added. “It’s a town that 

doesn’t have as many options for young children 

to participate in on a year-round basis — I think 

(this) will make a big difference for a family 

Place to A5 

Building a place to play
Three moms create Rise 
+ Roam for kids to get 
mental, physical activity
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Kayla Swenson holding her baby, Abe, Katie Luoto holding her son, Calloway, and, not pictured, Emily Allen have been planning 

Rise + Roam, a play space for children, for years. The location is expected to open this summer.

City Council 
continues work on 
tobacco ordinance

Public hearing continued to 
Feb. 3 for amended ordinance
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Area legislators 
talk bonding 
priorities for the 
2020 session
Lawmakers consider 
which projects should 
receive state funding
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A comfortable bed is a luxury many take 

for granted. For people who know the feeling 

of not having a place to rest, a bed is more than 

just a place to sleep. It can be a new beginning.

That’s why last October, local philanthropy 

group Daughters With Purpose set out to raise 

money for new beds at the Place of Hope shelter 

in St. Cloud, which serves people from Meeker 

and McLeod counties.

The group hoped to raise enough money 

to buy 50 new beds. Last week, Tammy Rolf 

of Hutchinson, founder of Daughters With 

Purpose, announced they exceeded their goal 

and purchased 55 beds.

“Churches jumped in, organizations 

jumped in, individual families jumped in. It 

Hope to A5 

Giving hope and comfort to those in need
Daughters With Purpose 
raised money for 55 beds at 
a St. Cloud shelter, now it 
needs help setting them up

“It’s amazing, because 
we are really, seriously 

changing people’s lives.”

— Tammy Rolf, 

founder of Daughters 

With Purpose
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