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L
itchfield High School’s homecoming 

week wrapped up with a flurry of 

activity Friday.

Students gathered for the corona-

tion to see Katelyn Cruze crowned 

homecoming queen and Peter Dinius crowned 

homecoming king late in the morning.

Later in the day, many students headed to 

the high school football stadium to see girls 

from the four high school classes compete in 

the powder puff football tournament, which 

was won by the junior class.

Finally, the Dragons football team met 

Watertown-Mayer in the homecoming game, 

won convincingly by Litchfield, 54-7.

At halftime, the homecoming court was 

recognized, and the LHS band performed three 

songs, in addition to the school rouser.

LHS students, alumni celebrate with variety of activities
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Homecoming king Peter Dinius and queen Katelyn Cruze are introduced at halftime of the football game Friday.

Litchfi eld’s Jerry Simes (2) closes in for 

tackle during the fi rst half of Litchfi eld’s 

54-7 homecoming win over Watertown-

Mayer Friday.
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A committee of administration members 

and coaches from Litchfield and Dassel-Cokato 

schools have chosen a logo aimed at connecting 

all their co-op sports teams.

But the logo will not change what the co-op 

teams are referred to as.

Developing a new logo started after the two 

school boards approved the color scheme and co-

op between the wrestling programs, Activities 

Director Justin Brown wrote in a memo sent to 

the Litchfield School Board.

Abbey Lang, Dassel-Cokato communications 

director, spearheaded the design with the aid 

of Brett Olson, owner and production manager 

of OverTime Ink, and developed 12 logos. That 

number was reduced to the one preferred design 

presented to the Litchfield School Board at its 

meeting Monday.

“The biggest reason why we’re looking at 

something quickly is because wrestling needs 

a logo,” Brown said. “They need something that 

they can put on their singlets, they need to get 

them ordered. And so, they’re looking at moving 

forward with this.”

A new look, 
for unity
Committee suggests 
change to logo for 
Litchfield, Dassel-
Cokato co-op teams
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School attendance is a key element in the 

education of any child, but especially the young-

est students.

That’s why ensuring transportation to and 

from preschool programs is the focus of a Power 

of the Purse fundraiser being organized by the 

Litchfield Empower Women United.

Sponsored by United Way of West Central 

Minnesota, Power of the Purse began in 2006 

with the goal to raise funds to help preschool-

aged kids receive education without any bar-

rier.

“That’s important,” said Donna Anderson, 

the director of Central Community Transit, 

talking about the importance of preschool 

education. “You don’t go to preschool, you’re 

behind if you go to kindergarten, and the teach-

ers notice it. So this (Power of the Purse) is a 

big part of that.”

Power of the Purse emerged due to lack of 

transportation funds for preschoolers, accord-

ing to Rebecca Warpula, Community Education 

director for Litchfield Public Schools. So the 

district’s Early Childhood Family Education 

program, Mighty Dragons Preschool, School 

of St. Philip, Meeker County Public Health and 

CCT partnered to ensure all preschoolers have 

access to transportation.

“We have at-home providers and parents 

who need to get their children to preschool,” 

Warpula said. “They either have one car or they 

have some medical issues. Or they just like the 

convenience. But for children who can’t afford 

it … it has to be income-based, and they have 

to have a reason why (they) can’t … so we have 

worked to try and fill in the gap.”

Power of the Purse annually raises $20,000 

to help fund transportation costs, including a 

person who monitors the safety of children in 

the CCT buses. In previous years, Power of the 

Purse has hosted home tours, silent and live 

purse auctions, food and more. This year’s event 

involves bingo.

Learning starts 
with getting there
Power of the Purse aims to 
remove transportation as 
barrier to education

Logo to A8 ➤

GETTY IMAGES

Power of the Purse aims to raise funds that will ensure safe transportation to 

preschool programs for those who might not be able to afford it otherwise.
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A committee of administrators and 

coaches from Litchfi eld and Dassel-

Cokato schools came together to choose a 

unifying logo for co-op sports teams.


