
BY JEREMY JONES

jones@hutchinsonleader.com

F
ollowing two tournament wins and a 

state showing last winter, it was un-

clear how the season would play out 

this year for the Hutchinson Middle 

School robotics team.

With many team members departing for 

Hutchinson High School, 60 percent of the team 

was first-year students. Now, after two roller-

coaster tournaments, the TigerBots have their 

answer: They’re heading back to state.

At a tournament in Lakeville, the team went 

undefeated in its 10 seeding matches. Then in 

the elimination rounds of the Lakeville tourna-

ment — which is when teams group together to 

compete as alliances — it lost two matches by 

one point.

“But we won the design award,” said coach 

Dan Scheele, “which was given based on good 

performance of the robot. They liked the look 

of it, they liked how we went about the design. 

That was the first time we’ve won that award.”

Then this past weekend the TigerBots went un-

defeated clear to the semifinals. They won in the 

semifinals, but in the finals ran into difficulties.

“In the first match the robot locked up 

and didn’t communicate with the controller,” 

Scheele said. “The second we lost due to pen-

alty points from our partners. It was really a 

rollercoaster of emotions because we had great 

mornings and had these events out of our con-

trol. And it cost us our finals.”

But the twists kept coming. The team won the 

Think Award, which recognizes it’s recorded 

daily work, design creativity, outreach efforts 

and engineering notebook.

“It’s the story of the whole season,” Scheele 

said.

Robotics team returning to state
The middle school TigerBots earned new accolades 
and qualified for state for a second straight year
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Derek Scheele, Philip Kirkpatrick and Conrad Kadelbach coordinate in the middle of 

a robotics competition. Two students pilot the robot while another helps call plays and 

keep track of time and objectives.
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Rural Minnesota residents seeking coun-

seling for alcohol or drug abuse must often 

first face another problem: a waiting list.

The Integrations Wellness and Recovery 

Center of Hutchinson hopes to be part of the 

solution. A $45,720 grant from the Minnesota 

Department of Health and Human Services 

will fund the continuation of an internship 

program designed to train more licensed 

alcohol and drug counselors. The grant is 

part of $11.2 million aimed at responding to 

the opioid crisis in the state.

“For someone to become licensed as an 

alcohol and drug counselor they are required 

to do an 880-hour internship,” said Jill 

Decker, co-owner and program director of 

Integrations Wellness and Recovery Center.

The facility is currently 

in the midst of one intern-

ship expected to wrap up 

in May.

“We want to continue 

these internship oppor-

tunities to increase the 

workforce,” Decker said. 

“We are working to develop 

relationships with area 

colleges and universities 

that have alcohol and drug 

counselor programs.”

Decker was prompted to apply for the 

grant in part due to a shift in how people can 

access substance abuse disorder treatment 

services.

“It has been that, especially for those with 

limited income, if they want treatment ... 

they need to go through the county to get an 

assessment,” she said. “And they would be 

approved for services and told where they 

could go for treatment. There is a shift right 

Grant aids 
counselor 
shortage
Hutchinson recovery 
center seeks funding 
for alcohol and drug 
counselor training
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Hutchinson Police Chief Tom Gifferson posed 

a $10,000 question to members of City Council 

Tuesday: Should Hutchinson Police Services 

continue impounding cats?

“We’ve been reviewing all of our expendi-

tures over the past year,” Gifferson said. “We’ve 

seen that for the past two to three years that 

this has been a significant expense for the city.”

The current ordinance requires police to 

take stray cats it picks up or that residents have 

trapped to Animal Medical Center on Crow Riv-

er, which acts as the city’s pound. Once there, 

the animals receive mandatory vaccinations 

and are held for up to seven days for owners to 

claim. After seven days, they can be adopted out 

or placed in shelters.

The problem, however, is that each cat im-

pounded costs about $135. If the owner picks 

the animal up, they are required to pay a fee 

to cover the costs. However, most impounded 

cats are not picked up by owners. According to 

Gifferson, so far in 2019 the city has impounded 

75 cats, and only nine were returned to their 

owners. That means the city is on the hook for 

the costs of the rest of the animals, which to date 

is closing in on $10,000.

To save the city $10,000, Hutchinson Police 

Services has proposed no longer impounding 

cats. Gifferson said other cities in the county 

City Council considers $10,000 question
Should Hutchinson 
Police Services continue 
impounding cats?

GETTY IMAGES

Cats are one of the greatest threats to 

songbirds, which is part of the reason 

Hutchinson City Council may continue 

impounding stray cats picked up by 

police. Impounding cats doesn’t come 

cheap for the city, however.
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Aaron McDaniel, left, and American Legion Vice Commander Tom Clabo sang Christmas carols at the 30th Hutchinson 

American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars special needs Christmas party Thursday. The event packed the VFW with 

families, veterans, caretakers, educators, presents, Christmas treats and good cheer while the snow piled up outside. The 

tradition has been observed annually since 1989.

CHRISTMAS COMES EARLY


