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J
ason Olson isn’t sure what to expect in 

terms of audience when the Hutchinson 

Youth Theatre Association opens its first 

summer musical this week.

“Our main goal, we would like to break even 

or make a little extra money,” said Olson, who 

leads Hutchinson High School’s theater pro-

gram and was involved with formation of the 

youth theater group. “We’re just trying to pro-

vide a little entertainment to the community.”

Don’t let the modest expectations fool you. 

Olson and the cast and crew are excited to bring 

“Bonnie & Clyde” to the stage for four shows 

Thursday through Saturday at Hutchinson 

High School Auditorium. The musical is a bit 

different from the kind of show Olson is used 

to directing with high school actors, but that 

was intentional.

The cast is a mix of students and older actors, 

and the storyline is geared more to that mixed 

age group.

“During the fall, when we do a musical (at 

school), we try to do things that allow for a larg-

er group, and a lot of times are a little bit more 

lighthearted, comedic or are family-oriented,” 

Olson said. “So one of the things we wanted to 

do this summer is maybe explore a musical that 

we wouldn’t normally do. And that’s kind of 

why we did ‘Bonnie & Clyde,’ which maybe has 

a little bit more of a serious angle.”

While high school musicals generally have 

been G-rated, Olson said, “Bonnie & Clyde,” the 

musical tale of history’s most infamous gang-

ster couple, trends to the PG-13 range. While it 

might be a little darker, the show also boasts an 

entertaining range of music, he added.

“I will tell you it is some of the best music of 

any show that I’ve done here,” said Olson, who’s 

in his ninth year of directing shows at HHS. “It’s 

very much bluegrass, country-driven music.

“We kind of approached this year with a 

theme of trying to find a uniquely American 

story,” he added. “And you know, there’s no 

doubt about it, Bonnie and Clyde are American 

legends — not necessarily for the right reasons, 

but they are American legends.”

Bonnie Parker and Clyde Barrow were 

so-called outlaw lovers who rose to folk hero 

status during the Great Depression — a conflict 

explored in the musical.

“It seems like everyone thinks they know the 

story of Bonnie and Clyde, right? But they kind 

of are the little guy that, even if they’re crimi-

nals, people kind of root for them,” Olson said. 

“They’re taking on the machine, if you will. 

That is one of the things the show talks about 

is, there is one point where you’re in the middle 

of the Great Depression and kind of asked the 

question, ‘Can you understand how people can 

be driven to this?’”

Bringing the show to the stage has been a joy 

for Olson, who said he’s thrilled with the cast 

that’s been assembled, which includes Hutchin-

son High School students, graduates and others 

from the community.

A different kind of musical
Hutchinson Youth Theatre 
Association brings 
musical story of ‘Bonnie 
& Clyde’ to the stage
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The state’s stinkiest festival is back! After 

a two-year hiatus, the Minnesota Garlic Festi-

val returns — 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 

13 — at the McLeod County Fairgrounds in 

Hutchinson.

“We are so looking forward to it,” said Jerry 

Ford, Garlic Festival director. “I’m hearing a 

lot of excitement. It felt like we were missing 

family for the two years. Finally we get to get 

back together with folks.”

During the festival’s absence, the team 

wanted to find a better way to communicate 

about garlic and the festival. They got together 

and created a new standalone website: www.

mngralicfest.com.

FOCUS ON FARMERS

New this year is a greater focus on local farm-

ers with the festival’s Farmer VIP Program. 

Keep your eye out for the big yellow button that 

says: I’m a Farmer. Ask me. It’s a green light to 

strike up a conversation.

“We’re really featuring the farmers,” Ford 

said. “We’re sponsored by the Sustainable Farm-

ing Association — it’s what we’re all about.”

As a result, the “Ask the Expert” stage has 

become the “Meet Your Farmer” stage, with 

host Sarah Lindblom, co-director of the Garlic 

Festival, introducing the speakers, who include:

 ■ 11 a.m.: Jared Luhman of  the Grass Fed 

Cattle Company will talk about building soil 

and ecosystems with great local beef.

Wild about garlic?
Feed your garlic 
craving Saturday at the 
Minnesota Garlic Festival
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Although rain made setting up for 

this year’s Minnesota Garlic Festival 

a challenge, Jerry Ford, festival 

coordinator, never stopped smiling. 

He’ll share his upbeat personality as 

the interim director of the Sustainable 

Farming Association.

The Wanous family was recognized as the 

2022 McLeod County Farm Family of the Year 

by the University of Minnesota last week dur-

ing Farmfest.

Dan Wanous grew up on a farrow-to-feeder 

pig operation north of Hutchinson, while his 

wife, Trish, grew up north of Gaylord on a 

small farm of 10 beef cows. Her parents had 

owned the feed store in New Auburn as well.

Dan and Trish started their own farm 13 

years ago with just a couple of commercial 

beef cows and their five-acre homestead. Two 

years later they were gifted three commercial 

gilts and a boar.

The Wanouses have four children — Kyle, 

Zach, Zoe, and Jase. They also welcomed Emily 

Ward into their family eight years ago when 

Emily started leasing beef heifers and pigs to 

show with the family. Dan and Trish consider 

Emily their fifth child.

Kyle is finishing his degree at the University 

Wanouses earn Farm Family 
of the Year recognition
Dan and Trish Wanous 
grew up on farms, started 
their own 13 years ago

Dan and Trish 

Wanous, right, pose 

with their children, 

Kyle, Zach, Zoe and 

Jase, and Emily Ward, 

who joined the family 

eight years ago when 

she started leasing 

heifers and pigs to 

show. The Wanouses 

were chosen McLeod 

County Farm 

Family of the Year 

by the University of 

Minnesota.
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Landon Butler, as Clyde Barrow, rehearses a scene from “Bonnie & Clyde.”

Garlic to A2 ➤ Wanouses to A3 ➤

Musical to A2 ➤


