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BY SARV MITHAQIYAN

smithaqiyan@independentreview.net

As owners of McDonald’s for 36 years, Ros 

and Peter Kormanik made an impact on the 

lives of more than 10,000 employees and count-

less customers who walked through the doors 

of their stores in Litchfield, Hutchinson and 

Annandale.

Leaving that was not easy.

“It was tough,” Ros said of the Kormanik’s 

decision earlier this year to retire and sell 

their stores. “It was hard. It was really hard to 

leave. I mean, it was the right decision. It was 

time for us to step out and enjoy life and spend 

more time with grandkids and travel. I mean 

because being the owners, we never personally 

traveled a lot. And it was time for us to make 

that decision, but it was a hard decision, too, 

because of the family – the McDonald’s family.”

Peter and Ros began working at McDonald’s 

in their teens. Around the mid-1960s, Peter 

started out as a maintenance man for Mc-

Donald’s in Golden Valley, Minnesota, and he 

worked his way up to shift manager – putting 

in 40 hours a week while studying, he said. Ros, 

on the other hand, worked at the McDonald’s in 

Dinkytown, in the early 1970s – but not quite 

as a manager.

Saying ‘so long’ but staying involved
Peter and Ros Kormanik 
sold their McDonald’s 
stores earlier this year, 
but intend to stay active 
in the community
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From left, Peter and Ros Kormanik of Litchfield owned and operated three McDonald’s chains for 36 years — now they handed 

them over to Kevin Cook.

Peter Kormanik is holding a portrate that illustrates all the Watercade activities he’s 

been part of.
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schacherer@hutchinsonleader.com

Paul White never was much of a classic car guy.

And then his friend and former neighbor called 

with a suggestion. Maybe White would be inter-

ested in owning a 1949 Willys-Overland Jeepster?

“I think he was looking for a good home for it,” 

White said, recalling with a chuckle his conver-

sation with Jack Weyrens about five years ago. 

“He wanted to sell it to someone who would take 

nice care of it.”

White eventually purchased the vehicle two 

years ago and brought it to his Litchfield home 

about a year ago. Ever since, he’s researched the 

Jeepster story and slowly become the “car guy” 

he never thought he was.

That’s what brought him to Red Rooster Days 

Monday in Dassel for the festival’s Classic Car 

Show. He also is considering an appearance at 

the Church of St. Philip’s Bazaar Sunday, Sept. 8.

“I kind of got the bug,” White said of his slow 

build to car connoisseur.

All initially fostered by his neighbor.

White, a representative for Thrivent Finan-

cial, and Weyrens, a longtime district court 

judge, were neighbors for nearly two decades, 

living on adjacent properties on the north edge 

of Litchfield. Weyrens and his wife, Kate, even-

tually moved to St. Paul in retirement. But they 

A classic tale
Friendship led Paul White 
to owning a 1949 Jeepster

Red Rooster Days Classic Car Show drew 

hundreds of people throughout the day 

Monday.

Big smiles mixed with a few tears Tuesday as 

students headed back to school at Lake Ripley 

Elementary School.

Most of the students who bounded off of the 

steady stream of buses seemed happy and excited 

for their first day of the new school year — for 

many kindergartners, their first day of school 

period.

But there was some apprehension, both from 

the young students and from some parents.

All were greeted by smiling teachers and 

administration, in addition to school resource 

officer Aaron Nelson, who stood outside the 

building’s main entrance, welcoming students 

with waves, high-fives and other encouragement.

Back to school
Litchfield students return 
for first day of classes of 
the new school year
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Students give school resource officer Aaron Nelson “high fives” as they pass him on 

their way in to Lake Ripley Elementary School for the first day of the new school year 

Tuesday.

BY AMY WILDE

For the Independent Review

School started early for Atwater-Cosmos-

Grove City students this fall, on Aug. 20. The 

August start did not deter enrollment, as 28 more 

students registered at ACGC compared to last Sep-

tember. This amounted to a total of 839 students 

— 310 at the ACGC Elementary in Atwater and 529 

at the middle-high school campus in Grove City.

The September 2018 count from the dis-

trict office had been 305 elementary and 506 

ACGC classes begin 
with more students 
than last year

Enrollment at district’s 
two schools shows 
28-student increase

Kormanik to A2 

Jeepster to A2 

ACGC to A2 


