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T
he Meeker County Fair returned to 

the fairgrounds in Litchfield this 

past weekend, bringing crowds of 

a people to a summertime staple 

that was canceled in 2019 due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic.

Paid attendance at the fair this year was 

10,816, well below attendance the previous two 

years. However, some of the decline was due to 

the fact that Sunday was a free admission day, 

and no attendance was kept.

Paid attendance in 2019 was 15,635, while 

2018 attendance was 15,335.

Highest attendance this year was Saturday, 

when 4,219 people passed through the gates. 

That attendance was helped by the grandstand 

show, a bull riding event that drew 1,001 people. 

Attendance Thursday was 2,711, and there were 

3,886 attendees Friday.

Other grandstand shows were a tractor 

pull that drew 569 fans Thursday night, and 

a “Big Air ATV” show that drew 817 people 

Friday night.

See more photos from the fair on Page 12.

BY BRENT SCHACHERER

schacherer@hutchinsonleader.com

The spirit of volunteerism garnered atten-

tion Friday afternoon at the Meeker County 

Fair.

Carol Nelson of Grove City and Lyle Ross 

of Watkins were recognized as Senior Volun-

teer of the Year during a ceremony at the fair 

bandshell.

The Senior Volunteer of the Year winners 

are chosen from people nominated by the 

public. Traditionally, the award is given to one 

woman and one man, though there have been 

years when no nominees were received for one 

or both genders.

The Meeker County award was first pre-

sented in 1971, according to Donna Whitcomb, 

director of the Retired Senior Volunteer Pro-

gram in Meeker, McLeod, Kandiyohi, Renville 

and Swift counties, though there was a nine-

year span when there was no winner due to 

lack of nominees.

“I love every year I get to come here and 

announce the senior of the year,” Whitcomb 

said. “We always try to surprise them. It’s just 

wonderful the way all the families and friends 

and coworkers get the (winners) here.”

This year’s Meeker County winners’ names 

will be forwarded to the Minnesota State Fair, 

along with senior volunteer award winners 

from around the state, and Minnesota’s Out-

standing Senior Citizens will be be announced 

Thursday, Sept. 2, at the state fair.

SENIOR FEMALE VOLUNTEER

Nelson was nominated, Whitcomb said, 

because of her support for the Grove City com-

munity through fundraisers, dinners, expos 

and auctions, volunteering her time “or using 

her baking talents to fill the cookie tables.”

Multiple nominators described Nelson as “a 

gracious volunteer,” and one who “always has a 

smile on her face,” Whitcomb said, adding that 

BY JEREMY JONES

jones@hutchinsonleader.com

When the Turck family of Litchfield learned 

they would be honored as Meeker County’s 2021 

University of Minnesota Farm Family of the 

Year, it came as a surprise.

“We thought, we don’t do anything excep-

tional here,” said Joan Turck. “We just try to 

be good, honest stewards of the land. It’s an 

honor. We didn’t expect to be picked. We don’t 

do anything different than other farmers.”

Joan and her husband, Steve, are the fourth 

generation on the Turck farm. In the past, the 

Turcks raised registered Hampshire hogs and 

were crop farmers. They also operated a dog 

boarding kennel. Currently, the family grows 

corn, soybeans and Christmas trees, and enroll 

land in the Conservation Reserve Program.

The Turcks began planting Christmas trees 

40 years ago.

“We had some property that was quite sandy, 

and oats and small grain didn’t grow well on 

it,” Joan said.

A soil and water conservation officer sug-

gested growing trees on the land, which brought 

full circle a wish of Steve, who had hoped to 

grow trees when he was in FFA. He had decided 

not to at the time to avoid stepping on a neigh-

bor’s toes.

“We decided instead of putting money in 

small grain and not making it profitable, we 

would try Christmas trees,” Joan said.

Since then, the operation has grown to a 

choose-and-cut Christmas tree farm. Deciduous 

trees were added in the early 2000s. Evergreen 

and deciduous trees are sold for planting. Trees 

take seven to 10 years to grow to size to be 

chopped down.

In addition to growing and selling six types of 

Christmas trees, the family operates a seasonal 

gift shop and sells custom designed balsam and 

Fraser fir wreaths. The Turcks get help from 

their immediate family and employees. Steve 

and Joan’s son Jesse, his wife, Jean and their 

three children provide help seasonally and 

whenever they are able. Steve and Joan’s son 

Nathan and his wife, Jessica, and their three 

children provide help wherever needed.

Steve was a coach for the Litchfield Youth 

Wrestling Program, a board member and past 

president of the Minnesota Christmas Tree 

Growers Association, and a longtime member 

of the Minnesota Corn Growers Association 

and Pheasants Forever. Joan is a retired nurse 

and volunteers time with the Litchfield Area 
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by U of M
Christmas trees
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Steve and Joan Turck were recognized by 

the University of Minnesota at Farmfest 

last week as the Meeker County Farm 

Family of the Year.

Nelson, Ross recognized for volunteer work

STAFF PHOTO BY BRENT SCHACHERER

Carol Nelson of Grove City receives her 

Senior Volunteer of the Year certifi cate 

from Donna Whitcomb, director of the 

Retired Senior Volunteer Program in 

Meeker County Friday at the Meeker 

County Fair.

MEEKER COUNTY FAIR RETURNS
After one-year hiatus, fair sees paid attendance of nearly 11,000 this year

STAFF PHOTOS BY BRENT SCHACHERER

Mesa Hicks spends some quiet time with her goats Thursday afternoon at the Meeker County Fair.
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Radtke, 

5, of 

Hutchinson 

holds 

still as a 

member 

of the 

Hutchinson 

Clown 
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Saturday 
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at the fair.


