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T
he show will go on for the 23 mem-

bers of the Litchfield High School 

theater department who are staging 

“The Little Mermaid.”

But along with receiving the tra-

ditional theatrical encouragement of “break a 

leg,” some might also be hoping to break the 

emotional hold COVID-19 has over them and 

their stagemates.

“I really feel that this, this world for our 

kids, theater, has been a little normalcy in 

their unusual world right now,” director Sara 

Dollerschell said prior to rehearsal last week. 

“And it’s been great to have a routine to help 

stay on track.”

There was some question about whether 

the traditional fall musical might happen this 

year, with pandemic restrictions and even 

the question about in what form school might 

take place. But LHS Activities Director Justin 

Brown encouraged Dollerschell to go ahead 

with the show. It was decided cast and crew 

could observe social distancing and take other 

precautions enough to make the show safe and 

worthwhile. And with the live show scheduled 

to be performed at Bernie Aaker Auditorium, 

they believed there might be fewer restrictions 

than at a school venue.

As with everything COVID-19 related, 

things have changed since then. The show now 

will be performed before only small friends 

and family groups, who will attend by invita-

tion only.

“I have no regrets just going ahead and do-

ing it,” Dollerschell said. “There are not many 

communities that are doing shows this fall. 

They’re postponing them ’til spring, and I felt 

that we, I didn’t want to do that. Who knows 

that the spring will hold? So, I just thought, 

let’s kept it as normal as possible.”

As normal as possible isn’t the same as an 

auditorium filled with friends, family and oth-

ers. And that is disappointing, admit cast mem-

bers, but they have taken an upbeat approach.

Junior Greta Hulterstrum, who is in the 

lead role of Ariel — her first lead in eight dif-

ferent musicals — said she will miss the bigger 

crowd reactions that a normal show might 

get. But just to have a show in these times is 

a victory.

“We have practice every day, and it gives 

you a sense of purpose,” Hulterstrum said. “It’s 

definitely disappointing, but it’s still worth it 

because, I mean, at least some people get to see 

it. And we love being here. And so, even though 

not as many people can see it, we’re thankful 

for the experience we have.”

Caleb Schweim, a senior who plays the 

highly comedic role of Sebastian the crab, said 

coming to rehearsals every day has actually 

been a sort of therapy.

“Honestly, I’m a bit of an introvert outside of 

theater,” he said with a mischievous grin, “so 

I kind of like this whole quarantine thing. But 

it is nice to have a break from my family once 

in a while, because being trapped in the same 

house with the same two people who just don’t 

want to hear me talk is like ….”

Dollerschell and the cast members said 

they’ve worked hard to follow health and safety 

guidelines, even though that’s a challenge at 

times — especially when on stage, where so 

much of acting is dependent upon facial expres-

sions. A mask covering those expression does 

not work very well, Dollerschell said.

“We don’t have a lot of kids, which isn’t ideal 

for a show like ‘The Little Mermaid,’ but on the 

other hand, because of the small cast it has 

allowed us to keep separated,” she said. “So in 

some ways, I think it’s worked in our favor.”

Most of the cast plays multiple roles, and 

they also work as part of the stage crew, rolling 

set piece on and off the stage.

Goals have shifted on a regular basis for the 

cast and crew, as they first thought they might 

have regular-sized audiences and then learned 

many classmates and others might not be able 

to get tickets. And so they have tried to focus 

on what they could control — refining their 

characters, the sets, improving their vocals, 

and so on, growing as actors.

“I think this year was more about the jour-

ney than the destination,” said Jacob Huhn, a 

senior who plays Prince Eric in the show, his 

seventh.
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Litchfield School Board members continued 

to wrestle with the challenges of providing 

education during a pandemic, as a parent and 

a leader of the local medical community spoke 

during a meeting last week at the Wagner Edu-

cation Building.

“There’s a large number of families in Li-

tchfield and the surrounding area that are con-

cerned about the hybrid learning model, more 

specifically, the distance learning portion,” said 

Scott Marquardt, a parent who said he repre-

sented the nearly 200 people who have signed a 

petition to get students back in school. “There’s 

certainly health concerns (with COVID-19). The 

question is, are those concerns worse than the 

side effects caused by the measures taken to 

social distance and keep our kids out of school.”

He pointed to a relatively low infection rate 

among young people, which nevertheless has 

kept students at home rather than in school.

“They are bored, and they are lonely,” Mar-

quardt said of children under distance learning, 

and cited studies that indicate the social isola-

tion has caused spikes in depression, domestic 

abuse, anxiety and online pornography use 

among youth. “There are a number of families 

in this community that feel that opening schools 

in person is the scientifically and morally cor-

rect thing to do.”

He encouraged the board and administrators 

to push back against state guidelines, adding 
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Litchfield’s push for a community wellness 

and recreation center received a significant 

financial boost last week with the Minnesota 

Legislature’s approval of a $1.369 billion bond-

ing bill.

Lumped in with a laundry list of capital 

projects ranging from bridge and road repair 

to municipal water and sewer system upgrades 

to building construction was $5 million for the 

Litchfield Wellness Center.

The city has discussed the wellness and rec-

reation center concept for a number of years, 

with discussions growing more serious in the 

past several months as state Rep. Dean Urdahl, 

R-Acton Township, offered to assist with track-

ing down state funding.

Urdahl, the Republican lead on the House of 

Representatives Capital Investment Committee, 

delivered on Thursday when the Legislature 

approved the bonding bill.

“(The bill includes) a lot of good things to 

meet the needs of the state,” Urdahl said. “Keep-

ing in mind that my goal in this was to protect 

the assets of the state of Minnesota and take 

care of what the state of Minnesota owns. That’s 

why we bond.”

The House voted 100-34 to approve the bond-

ing bill, which has been stalled for months as 

Republicans have tried to rein in Gov. Tim 
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Prince Eric (Jacob Huhn) talks to a mute Ariel (Greta Hulterstrum).

Scuttle (Cali Ficker) and Ariel (Greta Hulterstrum) check on the well-being of Prince 

Eric (Jacob Huhn) after the prince’s ship sinks and Ariels saves him from drowning.
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